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COVID Continues To Hurt Businesses 

And Elk Lodges 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 2020 was defined by the corona-

virus pandemic, the worst pandemic the 

world has seen in 100 years. COVID-19 has 

affected nearly every aspect of life, from 

work and school to everyday activities like 

getting groceries, And, sadly 1 in 3 small 

businesses have closed due to its impact. 

While we, the BPOE, are not a business in 

the sense of profit –making, we are in the 

business of raising funds to assist charities 

such as Harry Anna, our Veterans, and pro-

grams like EFELT and many others.  We 

continue to promote fundraisers for these 

events and so far, with our Members gener-

osity, we have done a pretty good job. 

However, in order for us to continue to  pro-

vide financial assistance to these worthy 

causes, we have to also generate  the reve-

nue to pay our bills, employee salaries, mort-

gage, utilities, etc.  

It's no secret that  our limited hours of  oper-

ation and the cancellation of many events, is 

causing a  negative affect on our bank ac-

count. 

And with the uncertainty of how long this 

pandemic will last, we must be certain that 

we can survive to continue our good works. 

One event we have been offering each year 

is our “Day at The Races”. It is the one event  

with the proceeds directed to our Lodge 

building fund to help pay our mortgage.   

We are fortunate this year to have one mem-

ber come forward and offer to pay for the 

video that show the races and another mem-

ber who has paid for most of the printing 

costs associated with the event. 

You will be receiving a letter soon announc-

ing this year’s event and an opportunity to 

purchase raffle tickets for $1,000 in cash 

prizes. 

We have over 1,000 members and if just 

half of our memberships participate, we can 

raise about $10,000!  Wow, wouldn’t that be 

great!! 

In the meantime let’s hope that the new vac-

cines being offered will help end this terrible 

nightmare. 

This month we elect new officers who will be 

our leaders for the 2021-2022 Lodge year. 

See the article on page 3 with all the information . 

                            Your Vote Counts! 
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While we try to get back to normal 

operations,  we continue to em-

ploy all necessary safety 

measures to keep our Members 

safe. 

 

I hope everyone had a Happy and 

Safe New Year. January came with a 

lot of challenges. We had to cancel 

several events again including the 

New Year’s Eve party, the Open 

House and the First Responders din-

ner.  In addition, we closed for a cou-

ple of days to disinfect the lodge for 

the safety of our members. We will be 

starting a second “Feather Your Nest” 

on Saturday, January 30th from  2 to 

4 pm.  Bring your friends and enjoy 

an afternoon of fun. 

It looks like things are starting to turn 

around and the numbers are starting 

to pick up on most nights.  We can 

look forward to events coming this 

month. There will be a Valentine Din-

ner on Saturday, February 13th, and 

the Races on Sunday, February 21st. 

I can’t thank our volunteers enough 

for what they do.  This month, Norma 

and Don went above and beyond with 

all the changes that had to be made 

to the calendar newsletter and the 

blast.  Darrin for getting the light pole 

replaced and the plumber to fix the 

men’s room.  And, last but not least, 

Mike for coordinating the gutter re-

pair and the roof getting cleaned.  

Also I want to thank Coleen and Bob-

by for stepping up and filling in when 

Dee and Paula were out.  As always, 

thanks go out  to all our volunteers 

who run our games that provide en-

tertainment to our members.  And a 

great big THANK YOU to our kitchen 

liaisons, our officers, staff and mem-

bers who keep our Lodge moving for-

ward. 

Come and join us for some fun this 

month and in the meantime...stay 

Safe and Healthy. 

 

2021 Grand Lodge Convention to be Held in Tampa and 

Volunteers are Needed. 

This year’s Grand Lodge National Convention will be held 

right here in our own backyard.  This a boon for Florida 

Elks as we won’t have to incur any of the usual costs for 

travel to get there. 

The committee in charge of this year’s convention is ask-

ing for volunteers to help with the  many areas that need 

staffing.  If YOU plan on attending and would like to help 

as a volunteer, you can register at  the Florida Elks web-

site. www.flelks.org 

 

More information will be forthcoming as we get nearer 

the date of the convention this coming July. 

 

http://www.flelks.org
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Latest News from Secretary Brett Davis, PDDGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with Grand Lodge Statute Section 14.160: A 

member delinquent and owing at least five month’s dues to 

the Lodge shall be dropped from the rolls any time during 

the month of March each year without a vote of the Lodge.  

The effective date for dropping the Member shall be not 

later than March 31, provided the delinquent dues are not 

paid. A list of the Members who will be dropped can be 

found on page 4 of this newsletter. 

 

Once a Member is dropped from the rolls he becomes an 

unaffiliated Elk and in accordance with GLS 14.190 is not 

permitted to visit any Lodge nor avail himself of the privileg-

es of the bar or restaurant of any Lodge in any way or man-

ner. 

 

For information on how an unaffiliated Member may re rein-

stated, contact the Secretary at his direct line (941) 567-

4245 
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Members to Be Dropped on March 31 for Non Payment of  
Dues 

 

“Why are you leaving the Elks?” 

 

Our community still needs the Elks, 
and the Elks still need people who 

care. People like you. 

Even if you’re not as active as you 
used to be, your dues still make our 
charitable and philanthropic works 

possible. We need you, and our com-
munity needs you! 

Your dues make you a member of one 
of the greatest organizations in the 

world! Your dues enable our Lodge to 
continue making our community, state 

and country a better place to live! 
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