The journey to your dream wedding begins now, and one of the most crucial decisions is
finding the ideal venue. This checklist will guide you through the key factors to consider,
ensuring you choose a space that reflects your love story, accommodates your guests, and
fits your budget like a glove.

Location & Logistics:

e Accessibility: Is the venue easily accessible for guests with disabilities, including
parking options?

e Travel distance: Consider convenience for you and your guests, especially if many
are coming from out of town.

e Accommodation: Are hotels or other lodging options nearby if guests need overnight

stays?
e Permits & insurance: Does the venue require any permits or have existing insurance
coverage?
Budget & Cost:

e Venue rental fee: This is the biggest cost, so set a realistic budget and stick to it.

o Additional fees: Ask about catering minimums, bar packages, setup/breakdown
charges, and other hidden costs.

e Food & beverage: Determine your catering style and budget for meals, drinks, and
any necessary concessions.

e Compare quotes: Get pricing from multiple venues before making a decision.

Capacity & Space:

e Guest count: Ensure the venue comfortably accommodates your anticipated number
of guests, including ceremony and reception spaces.

e Ceremony & reception setup: Does the venue provide separate spaces for the
ceremony and reception, or will one space need to transform?

e Dance floor & entertainment: Is there enough room for dancing, a band/DJ setup,
and other planned activities?

e Outdoor options: Does the venue offer a beautiful outdoor space for a ceremony or
cocktail hour, and is there a backup plan in case of bad weather?

Ambiance & Style:

e Overall vibe: Does the venue's aesthetic match your desired wedding theme and
atmosphere?

e Lighting & acoustics: Consider natural light, lighting fixtures, and sound quality for
music and speeches.

e Décor restrictions: Ask about any limitations on decorations, including candles,
flowers, or specific types of drapery.

e Amenities: Are bathrooms easily accessible for all guests? What furniture and



equipment are included (tables, chairs, linens)?

Vendor Compatibility:

e Vendor access: Confirm that your preferred vendors (caterers, photographers, etc.)
are allowed at the venue and have access to necessary facilities.

e Exclusivity or vendor restrictions: Check if the venue requires you to use their
in-house caterer or other vendors.

e Parking & setup restrictions: Are there any restrictions for vendor deliveries and
setup times?

Additional Tips:

e Tour the venue in person: Get a feel for the space, ask questions, and visualize your
wedding day unfolding there.

e Read online reviews: Get feedback from other couples who have held weddings at
the venue.

e Trust your gut: Choose a venue that you and your fiancé(e) both love and feel
comfortable celebrating in.

By following this checklist and considering all these factors, you'll be well on your way to
finding the perfect venue for your dream wedding. Remember, your venue sets the stage for
your love story, so choose wisely and let the magic unfold!



