
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to read a pattern envelope 
Once you have chosen the pattern, you need to buy the right materials for your project.  All this information is on 
the back of the pattern envelope.  It can be in different locations depending on the pattern company.    

1. Not all sizes will be in each envelope.  Confirm on the front of your pattern that it contains your size.  
2. Decide which view you are making.  Each variation of the garment will be labeled.  This will determine how 

much fabric to purchase. 
3. The back of the sewing pattern will tell you what type of fabric is appropriate for the pattern.  Follow this.  

This is labeled “Fabrics” or “Suggested Fabrics” on the envelope. 
4. Follow your size column to the row with your view.  This will tell you how much fabric to purchase.  45” and 

60” are common fabric widths. 
5. Check in your view row for additional materials necessary, such as interfacing or contrasting fabric. 
6. The “Notions” or “Requirements” section indicates other items you will need, like thread, elastic, buttons, 

zippers, etc.  
7. The section that says “Garment Measurements” or “Finished Garment Measurements” tells you the 

finished measurements of the garment if you follow the instructions correctly.  This area can help you 
decide what size to make. 

 


