Common terms used within the child welfare system

A
1. Abuse
Any act or failure to act by a caregiver that results in harm, potential harm, or threat of harm (physical, emotional, or sexual).

2. Adoption
The legal process through which a child becomes a permanent member of a new family.

3. Adoption Subsidy
Financial assistance for adoptive families of children with special needs.

4. Adjudication
A court determination that a child has been abused, neglected, or is dependent.

5. Advocacy
Supporting and promoting the rights and well-being of children and families.

6. Aftercare Services
Support services provided after reunification, adoption, or aging out.

B
7. Best Interest of the Child
A legal standard prioritizing a child’s safety, permanency, and well-being.

8. Birth Family (Biological Family)
A child’s family of origin.

C
9. Case Plan
A document outlining goals and services for permanency.

10. Caseworker (Social Worker)
Professional responsible for coordinating services and ensuring safety.

11. Central Registry
Database of substantiated abuse/neglect cases.

12. Child Protective Services (CPS)
Agency that investigates abuse and neglect.

13. Child Welfare System
Network of services ensuring child safety and family stability.

14. Concurrent Planning
Planning for reunification and alternative permanency simultaneously.

15. Court-Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
Volunteer advocating for a child in court.

16. Cultural Humility
Ongoing self-reflection and learning about diverse identities.

D
17. Dependency Case
Court case for children dependent on state care.

18. Disposition Hearing
Hearing to determine placement and services.

19. Diversion
Services used to prevent formal system involvement.

E
20. Emotional Abuse
Behavior harming a child’s emotional well-being.

21. Emancipation
Legal independence of a minor.


22. Evidence-Based Practice
Interventions supported by research.

F
23. Family Preservation
Services that keep families safely together.

24. Family Reunification
Returning a child home safely.

25. Family Support Services
Programs strengthening families.

26. Foster Care
Temporary out-of-home placement.

27. Foster Home
Licensed home for foster care.

28. Foster Parent
Licensed caregiver.

29. Foster Youth Bill of Rights
Rights protecting youth in care.

G
30. Guardian
Legally responsible caregiver.

31. Guardian ad Litem (GAL)
Court-appointed advocate for the child.

32. Guardianship
Legal custody without terminating parental rights.

H
33. Home Study
Assessment of potential caregivers.

I
34. Independent Living Services
Programs preparing youth for adulthood.

35. Intake
Initial stage of receiving reports.

36. Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC)
Agreement governing interstate placements.

J
37. Juvenile Court
Court handling child welfare cases.

K
38. Kinship Care
Care by relatives or close connections.

39. Kinship Navigator Program
Support programs for kin caregivers.

L
40. Licensing
Approval process for foster homes.

41. Lived Experience
Personal experience within the system.


M
42. Mandated Reporter
Required to report suspected abuse.

43. Medical Neglect
Failure to provide medical care.

44. Multidisciplinary Team (MDT)
Professionals collaborating on a case.

N
45. Neglect
Failure to meet basic needs.

46. Noncustodial Parent
Parent without primary custody.

O
47. Out-of-Home Placement
Placement outside the home.

P
48. Permanency
Stable, long-term placement.

49. Permanency Planning
Process of achieving permanency.

50. Permanency Hearing
Court review of permanency progress.

51. Placement
Where a child resides.

52. Prevention Services
Services to avoid removal.

53. Protective Factors
Strengths reducing risk.

R
54. Reasonable Efforts
Efforts to prevent removal or reunify families.

55. Removal
Taking a child from home for safety.

56. Residential Treatment Facility
Structured therapeutic placement.

57. Respite Care
Temporary care relief for caregivers.

58. Risk Assessment
Evaluation of potential harm.

S
59. Safety Plan
Short-term plan ensuring safety.

60. Safety Assessment
Determination of immediate risk.

61. Secondary Trauma
Emotional impact on helpers.

62. Service Plan
Another term for case plan.


63. Shelter Care
Emergency placement.


64. Substantiated Report
Confirmed abuse/neglect.

65. Supervised Visitation
Monitored visits.

T
66. Termination of Parental Rights (TPR)
Ending parental rights permanently.

67. Trauma-Informed Care
Approach recognizing trauma’s impact.

68. Transition Plan
Preparation for adulthood.

U
69. Unsubstantiated Report
Report not confirmed.

V
70. Visitation Plan
Schedule for family visits.
71. Voluntary Placement
Parent-agreed placement.

W
72. Wraparound Services
Holistic, family-centered supports.

73. Welfare Check
Visit to ensure safety.

Y
74. Youth Aging Out
Leaving care without permanency.

75. Youth Voice
Including youth in decisions.

76. Youth Advocate
Supporter of youth rights.


Additional Key Terms

77. Case Closure
Ending agency involvement.

78. Child Well-Being
Child’s physical, emotional, and social health.

79. Co-Parenting (in foster care)
Collaboration between foster and biological parents.

80. Crisis Intervention
Immediate support during emergencies.

81. Domestic Violence
Abuse within intimate relationships impacting children.

82. Educational Stability
Maintaining consistent schooling.



83. Extended Foster Care
Care beyond age 18.

84. Family Engagement
Involving families in decisions.

85. Family Team Meeting (FTM)
Meeting to plan care and services.

86. Permanency Roundtable
Review process to achieve permanency.

87. Placement Stability
Consistency in living arrangements.

88. Post-Adoption Services
Support after adoption.

89. Prevention and Early Intervention
Addressing issues before crisis.

90. Psychological Evaluation
Assessment of mental health.

91. Re-entry into Care
Returning to foster care after reunification.

92. Relative Placement
Placement with family members.

93. Safety Network
Trusted individuals supporting a child.

94. Social Service Agency
Organization providing support services.

95. Trauma Bond
Attachment formed through trauma cycles.

96. Visitation Supervision
Person overseeing visits.

97. Well-Being Assessment
Evaluation of child functioning.

98. Youth Transition Services
Support for adulthood readiness.

99. Zero Tolerance Policy
Strict enforcement of safety rules.

100. Permanency Goal
The identified long-term plan (reunification, adoption, guardianship).
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