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Greeting
Eighty years ago, a group of businessmen, farmers and the agricultural community put together a little money and

a lot of effort to found the Northwest Junior Livestock Show.

Goal

To invest in the future of agriculture through youth; offering an educational experience in selecting, feeding and
marketing the finished product. Thus, this show is an investment in the future and contribution to that future. With
this goal reaffirmed by all who support the show, now and for the past 80 years, we grow and mature with new
enthusiasm to continue what a group of farsighted and dedicated men started.

Source of Funds

The Northwest Junior Livestock Show is one of twelve fairs in the State of Washington devoted entirely to YOUTH.
The facilities are provided by the Washington State Fair. The funds are collected and disseminated to the fairs in our
state on a merit rating system. In addition to state funding, the board of the NW]LS actively seeks fund-raising from
private sponsors to support the show and awards.

Legal & Liabilities

Each NWIJLS exhibitor of cattle hereby expressly assumes all risk of any transmission of animal disease, as well as for any
animal death, illness or injury that may result from the housing of lambs during the NWJLS. Additionally, each NW]JLS exhibitor
indemnify and hold harmless the NWJLS and the Washington State Fair for any and all liability that may arise as the result of
any transmission of disease, as well as for any death, illness or injury that may result from housing the lambs as such.

The Washington State Fair does not provide any livestock exhibitors (including their family/friends), 4-H clubs or FFA chapters
with individual insurance coverage while at the Washington State Fair, including the Spring Fair. Livestock exhibitors are solely
responsible to obtain their own insurance coverage for these events in such amounts and on such terms as the exhibitors
(including their family/friends), 4-H clubs and FFA chapters deem necessary in their sole discretion.

Each year, the Northwest Junior Livestock Show, Inc., hosts one or more livestock shows for Youth, 4-H and FFA members who
qualify to compete in accordance with the policies, procedures and rules set forth herein. Hereinafter, the Northwest Junior
Livestock Show, Inc. and said shows will be referred to as the NWJLS. Each participant in the NWJLS hereby agrees that the
NWILS, to include its board members, officers, management and staff, is not responsible for any liability arising from or at any
NWILS event. Each participant, by becoming involved with an NW]JLS event, hereby agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the
NWILS, to include its board members, management and staff, for any such liability whatsoever, whether at common law, by
statute, by administrative rule, or in equity. Each such participant likewise agrees that any dispute regarding the NWJLS, to
include these rules, policies, procedures, livestock judging, meat judging, sale order and any other matter pertaining to the
NWILS, shall be determined by a majority vote of a quorum of at least five NWJLS board members. The result of said vote shall
be final and binding.

By unanimous action January 14, 2002, the Board of Directors of the Northwest Junior Livestock Show, Inc. (NW]LS) enacts the
following policy and directs that it shall be published annually in the "Rules & Regulations” show catalog and information
book. In accordance with federal and state laws, the Northwest Junior Livestock Show, Inc., (NW]LS) prohibits discrimination
on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, or disability. In addition, the NW]LS prohibits
harassment; in particular, harassment having the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an individual's
participation or involvement in NWJLS activities, or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working or learning
environment. This policy shall apply equally to all persons involved with the NWJLS including, but not limited to, youth
participants, leaders, parents or other responsible adults, spectators, judges, managers and administrators. The Northwest
Junior Livestock Show maintains an open-door policy regarding these issues. Should you encounter behavior you believe is
prohibited by this policy, or should you feel you have been the subject of harassment or discrimination, please contact the
Show Management or a Member of the Board of Directors.



Rules & Regulations

Rule 1 - Entry Qualifications

a.

Rule 2
a.

Entries of pre-entered and pre-tagged livestock are open to FFA and 4-H members and Open Youth who
have not graduated from high school.

Exhibitors must live in Washington.

Exhibitors will only be allowed to enter, show and judge in one division (4-H, FFA or Open Youth Division)
in the same year.

Each exhibitor is limited to two entries on the final entry form which is the maximum to be shown by each
exhibitor at each NW]JLS.

A sale commission fee of 2% of the gross sales price, including add on donations, for each animal in each
species will be applied.

All entries are accepted with the understanding that neither the Northwest Junior Livestock Show nor the
Washington State Fair or their Officers shall be held responsible for any damage or loss that may arise from
exhibition or sale.

- Exhibitor Eligibility

Members of the FFA must be regularly enrolled in livestock project work with their State Supervisor of
Agricultural Education and must own and have in their possession on or before November 20, the steers to
be exhibited, on or before January 20, the swine to be exhibited, and on or before February 20, the goats
and lambs to be exhibited.

Members of 4-H must be regularly enrolled in livestock work with the Cooperative Extension Service and
must own and have in their possession on or before November 20, the steers to be exhibited, on or before
January 20, the swine to be exhibited, and on or before February 20, the goats and lambs to be exhibited.
Open Youth Exhibitors must own and have in their possession on or before November 20, the steers to be
exhibited, on or before January 20, the swine to be exhibited, and on or before February 20, the goats and
lambs to be exhibited.

No FFA chapter or 4-H Club projects or partnerships will be shown or sold. Awards brought through sale
ring must be for the animal that won it.

All exhibitors attending the Show must be responsible to a high school agricultural instructor, a 4-H leader
or their parent guardian for the entire duration of the Show. Entry blanks must carry the name of the
aforementioned supervisor.

All entries must comply with the State & Interstate Health Regulations in effect at that time. The Show
Veterinarian will reject any animal with infectious or contagious disease of ectoparasite. Exhibitors should
be aware that Ringworm, Warts, Pinkeye, Strangles, Contagious Ecthyma, Scabies, Lice, Mites, Ticks & Fleas
fall into these categories.

Rule 3 - Entry forms

a.

Final entries will close March 20, 2026. All entries must be received by email to NW]LS.tag@yahoo.com
or mailed to PO Box 1122, Milton, WA 98354 on or before midnight of that date or bear postmark of that
date at point of mailing.

Entry forms must be properly filled out and list each individual animal for exhibition. Forms must
be certified by the 4-H leader from which the entry comes, or by the high school agricultural
instructor with whom the student is enrolled, or Open Youth must be certified by their parent or
guardian and must be sent as indicated above. Use class numbers only, division of each class will be
determined by weight. * Please enclose a separate entry for public demonstrations and educational
displays (posters).



Rule 4 - Livestock Classifications, Species Rules & Guidelines

FFA Division 4-H Division Open Youth Division
Market Steers - Class 1 Market Steers - Class 5 Market Steers - Class 9
Market Lambs - Class 2 Market Lambs - Class 6 Market Lambs - Class 10
Market Hogs - Class 3 Market Hogs - Class 7 Market Hogs - Class 11
Market Goats - Class 4 Market Goats - Class 8 Market Goats - Class 12

a. Market Steers
Weight classification 1050-1650 pounds. At weigh in, steers weighing less than 1050 pounds or over 1650
pounds will not be allowed to compete. Steers will be divided equally by weight into market classes. No females,
spays or free martins will be allowed. No cryptorchids allowed, steers must be properly castrated with both
testicles removed. No steers having horns nor scurs longer than 2" from the poll will be allowed. Only beef breeds
and beef crossbred will be accepted. Be sure and bring brand papers and fill out haul slip before leaving
home. A bill of sale must be presented for all branded animals carrying a brand not belonging to the exhibitor. The
Hauling Permit and Bill of Sale must be turned in at time of registration. All steers must be halter broke and led
into the Show Ring and Sale Ring. All steers must be left wearing a rope halter after sale.

b. Market Lambs
Weight classification 105-160 pounds. At weigh in, lambs weighing less than 105 pounds or more than 160
pounds will not be allowed to compete. Lambs will be divided equally by weight into market classes. Lambs must
bear all of their lamb teeth. All lambs are required to be identified with a scrapie tag or tattoo before check in. Only
wether and ewe lambs are eligible to compete. No cryptorchids, wethers must be properly castrated with both
testicles removed. All lambs must be completely slick shorn within 7 days of the show. Wool may be left on lambs
below the knees and hocks, and above the polls only. No electric shearing on the body after weigh-in is allowed.
Hand trimming or use of small clippers on legs and head is allowed. No halters in show ring or sales ring.

c. Market Hogs
Weight classification 225-285 pounds. At weigh in, hogs weighing less than 225 pounds or more than 285
pounds will not be allowed to compete. Hogs will be divided equally by weight into market classes. No oil is
allowed on hogs at any time. USDA Tag rules will apply. Judging and grading will be on the basis of preferable
market quality, age, weight, type and size. At the discretion of the show judge, any hog will be disqualified from the
Show if it shows evidence of piggyness, scars, hernia, arthritis, foul sheath, sores and bruises, and any blemishes
that impair the carcass. Any disqualified animal must be removed from the Show Grounds immediately.

d. Market Goats
Weight classification 60-120 pounds. At weigh in, goats weighing less than 60 pounds or more than 120 pounds
will not be allowed to compete. Goats will be divided equally by weight into market classes. Market goats must be
at least 50% Meat goat. No straight-bred dairy, Angora or Pygmy goats. The show will adhere to the Federal
scrapie program. All goats must have a federal scrapie tag. Only wether and doe kids are eligible to complete and
must bear all their milk (kid) teeth. No cryptorchids, wethers must be properly castrated with both testicles
removed. All goats must be uniformly shorn within a month of the show. (Full clipping of your animal must be
done at home. Only touch-ups are allowed at the show). All wethers must be castrated a minimum of 4 weeks prior
to the show. Muzzles may NOT be used; Goats may have horns.



Rule 5 - Weigh In

a.
b.

All entries will be on the grounds & weighed in on Wednesday.

All livestock will show by weigh in weight and sell by shrink weight. All steers, hogs, goats and lambs will be
weighed off of the truck and before feeding. This weighing is hereinafter referred to as "Weigh In."

There will be only one weigh in per animal at the time of unloading. BEFORE unloading check with
management regarding weigh-in procedure. Only 2 entries per exhibitor will be weighed.

1. Hog weigh-in time will be from noon to 7 p.m..

2. Steers - 2 p.m. - 7 p.m. will be vet checked off the trailer and then undergo weigh in.

3. Lambs and Goats weigh-in time will be 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Rule 6 - Animal Handling & Quality Judging

a.
b.

Exhibitor must be able to handle animal at all times.

The show judge shall have the authority to withdraw from competition any entry that does not meet
classification requirements or that is not of grade and quality good enough to entitle it to compete. The
show judge shall also have authority to withdraw from the auction sale any stock that in his or her opinion
is not carrying sufficient quality and finish to qualify for sale. Any livestock so disqualified shall not be sold
at the NW]JLS.

Rule 7 - Feed and Bedding

Exhibitors must bring their own grain and hay. Bedding used at the show will be supplied. All livestock will
use the supplied bedding.

Rule 8 - Exhibitor Pictures

Participant pictures with livestock will be taken at an appointed time and place to be announced later.
Participant MUST have their picture taken. Please have clean, appropriate clothing. No ribbons will be
displayed on animals for pictures.

Rule 9 - Showing & Animal Care

a.

All animals must be fit and shown by the exhibitor. Animals must be shown by a single individual in all
classes. 4-H livestock must be shown by 4-H member and FFA livestock must be shown by FFA member,
Open Youth livestock must be shown by the exhibitor. No fitting other than by owner, with the exception of
being assisted by another exhibitor—providing they are entered in the current years’ show.

Each exhibitor or contestant must take care of and exhibit their own animals and will be responsible for the
care and cleanliness of his pens or stalls. An exhibitor may be excused by the NW]LS, for reasons that are
deemed sufficient, upon written request in advance, by his Instructor or Leader; provided that an alternate,
who will be responsible for the exhibit, is accepted by the NWJLS. They must also prepare their animal or
animals for use in the Livestock Judging contests on request of the NW]LS or forfeit their entry or entries
and all rights and privileges of the Show.

Classes for Market Grading and Showing that exceed a workable size may be split at the discretion of the
Show Management.

Rule 10 - Exhibitor Ethics

Any exhibitor or judging contestant found guilty of using or having in possession any intoxicating liquor,
drugs, destroying property, using profane language or violating the NATIONAL SHOW RING CODE OF
ETHICS will be requested to withdraw his or her entry and forfeit all awards he or she may have won. No
physical alterations on any livestock.

Rule 11 - Terminal Processing and Drug Restrictions

a.

All exhibits entered in competition MUST BE consigned for processing. All exhibits must be sold in the
auction ring, unless rejected by the show judge. This is a TERMINAL show.

By your entry in the NWJLS, you understand that management reserves the right to test any animal for
illegal substances and inappropriate antibiotics. If any such test is positive, that will mean immediate
expulsion from this show and bar you from any further participation in this show and future NWJLS events.
Cattle Calmer is acceptable but not encouraged in market steers.



Rule 12 - Protests
All protests must be made in writing and presented to the NWJLS within 12 hours after judging. A $25.00
fee must accompany protest.

Rule 13 - Shrink & Sale Weights
There will be a pencil shrink of 2% for steers, hogs, goats and lambs from the weigh in weight. This shrunk
weight will be the sale weight.

Rule 14 - Sale Order
Livestock will be listed in the sale and sold in order of their respective grades and placing within the grade.
Sale order is at the sole discretion of the NWJLS Board of Directors.

Rule 15 - Sale Settlement & Premium Payments

a. Checks from sale of livestock will be mailed to the Leaders and FFA Instructors for distribution to exhibitors

in their respective clubs and schools. The premiums, if funds are available, will be made in the same

manner, and both will be sent as soon as possible after the sale.
b. The Northwest Junior Livestock Show Inc. has adopted a policy for the protection of the exhibitors. Payment
for all stock must be made within 10 business days of billing.
Rule 16 - Instructions to Judges
No champion ribbon will be awarded to any animal that does not grade in Groups I or II for any of the below
species. Only Group I (Purple) & Group II (Blue) animals will sell. Red ribbon animals will be disqualified
from sale.
a. All steers will be graded into the following market groups,
1. GROUP 1 PURPLE - Animals grading USDA Prime or Choice with a yield grade of 1 or 2.
2. GROUP 2 BLUE - Animals grading USDA Prime or Choice with a yield grade of 3. Select grade with a
yield grade of 1, 2 or 3.
3. GROUP 3 RED - Animals grading USDA Standard or lower. Prime, Choice or Select with a yield grade of 4
or 5.
4. Animals awarded a red ribbon will be disqualified from selling at NW]LS.
b. All Hogs will be graded into the following market grades.
1. GROUP 1 PURPLE - USDA No. 1 or 2
GROUP 2 BLUE - USDA No, 3 or 4
GROUP 3 RED - USDA Utility
Based on USDA standards of quality and expected yield of the four lean cuts.
Animals awarded a red ribbon will be disqualified from selling at NW]JLS.
C. All Lambs and Goats will be graded into the following groups.
1. GROUP 1 PURPLE - Lambs and Goats grading USDA Prime or Choice and having a yield of 1.5 - 2.9 and
at least average muscling.
2. GROUP 2 BLUE - Lambs and Goats grading USDA Prime or Choice and having a yield grade of less than
1.5 or yield grade of 3, 4, or 5 or have light muscling.
3. GROUP 3 RED - Lambs and Goats grading USDA Good or lower.
4. Animals awarded a red ribbon will be disqualified from selling at NW]LS.

GA W

Premium Awards for Market Classes

Premiums will be awarded at the sole discretion of the NWJLS Board. If so awarded, premiums for market classes
will be based on the listing below. Steers: Purple $50.00, Blue $40.00. Hogs, Lambs and Goats: Purple $25.00, Blue
$20.00



Showmanship Contests- Rules Governing 4-H, FFA & Open Youth

4-H and Open Youth Contestants

1. Please wear clean, appropriate attire for your species and division

2. Seniors will show first

Age Division for 4-H & Open Youth Age as of October 1st of current 4-H or School Year
Junior 8-10 years of age
Intermediate 11-13 years of age
Senior 14-18 years of age
FFA Contestants

1. There shall be a Novice and Senior Division for the FFA contestants. Novices are those who have never
previously shown the same species in competition. Seniors are those who have previously shown the same
species being shown at this NWJLS. Seniors show first.

a. Each contestant must own the animal they show
b. There will be four divisions in this contest: beef, sheep, goats & hogs
c. Judges will not wait for contestants involved in other showmanship or grading contests

Premium Awards for Showmanship

st

2nd

3rd

4th

Sth

6th

7th

8th

$40

$35

$30

$25

$20

$15

$10

$5

Champion & Reserve Champion Showman of each division will receive awards. Must receive a purple or blue

ribbon to qualify.

Other competitions

Herdsmanship Contest

The purpose of the herdsmanship contest is to encourage exhibitors to care for livestock, pens and equipment
properly and keep stalls and animals clean and attractive at all times. Competition will be on a divisional basis.
Judges will examine pens and livestock each day beginning at 9 a.m. and ending at 7 p.m. Score card is as follows:

General Appearance 40 points
a. Alleys, stalls & pens 10 points
b. Feed & Equipment 10 points
C. Stall cards & Educational Display 20 points
Care & Condition of Animals 30 points
a. Securely tied or penned 10 points
b. Clean & well-groomed 20 points
Exhibitors 30 points
a. Appearance 10 points
b. Friendliness, courtesy & attitude 20 points
Total 100 points

NOTE: All work is to be done by exhibitors. Exhibitors cost of gain sheets and stall card must be displayed before
any score can be given. Recognition will be given in each division for Beef, Sheep, Swine and Goats.




Livestock Judging

Reminder: Exhibitors will only be allowed to enter, show and judge in one division (4-H, FFA or Open
Youth Division) in the same year.

FFA Livestock Judging Rules

1.

All contestants must be active FFA members in good standing and regularly enrolled in Agricultural
Education.

Communication between team members or any person except officials, during the contest, may disqualify
the team and/or contestants.

Contest will consist of classes of hogs, lambs, steers and goats. Each individual will market grade each class,
if so instructed.

Awards will be given to the five highest scoring teams, and to the five high individual judges, and a buckle
awarded to the highest placing individual.

4-H & Open Youth Livestock Judging Rules

s w e

There shall be a senior, intermediate and junior division (based on age guidelines).

All exhibitors shall judge as individuals (based on age guidelines).

Each contestant shall be a member in good standing.

Each contestant shall place classes consisting of hogs, lambs, steers and goats. Four animals constitute a
class. Each contestant may prepare written and oral reason as directed by the contest leader.

Awards will be given to the five high individual judges in each age and competitive division, and a buckle
awarded to the highest placing individual in 4-H and in Open Youth.

Record Book Evaluation - Practical Application Project - 4-H, FFA & Open Youth
The purpose of this project is to encourage record keeping, to know daily gains and be able to know if project is
profitable or non-profitable; to know if animal is gaining or not gaining; and to know the costs of the gain.

Individual cost accounts should be kept on each animal entered. Record books are encouraged but not mandatory
to be turned in. Exhibitor must be showing livestock to turn in record book. Please find record book template for

each division on www.nwjls.com. Books must be submitted by Thursday, 10 a.m., in the Registration office.

Scoring Guide for record books

General Appearance 10 points
Plans 20 points
Project Activity Records 30 points
Expense & Income Records 30 points
Accuracy of calculations 10 points
Ribbon Points
Purple 85 - 100 points
Blue 75 - 84 points
Red 50 - 74 points

Books must receive a purple or blue rating to receive premium awards.

Record Book Premium Awards

1st 2nd 3rd 4th Sth

$35 $30 $25 $20 $15
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Public Demonstration Contest

This contest is open to exhibitors and non-exhibitors. Entries must be submitted to the show management along
with Livestock entries. Please use a separate entry form. State your name, club or chapter and name of presentation
or demonstration. Premium points will be awarded.

Ribbon Points Premium Payment
Purple 85 - 100 points $30
Blue 75 - 84 points $20
Red 50 - 74 points $10

Educational Displays (Posters)

An informative display, pertaining to Livestock (Hogs, Lambs, Goats and Steers), to be judged on educational value,
originality and artistic ability. There will be three divisions: club, chapter or individual. Only 1 per exhibitor. Posters
CANNOT have been shown at our show before. County and State posters are acceptable. Posters must be pre-
entered. Please turn in your poster to the registration office on Wednesday, or no later than 10:00 a.m. Thursday
morning. Any poster with misspelled words may be rejected by the judge, at their discretion.

Ribbon Points

Purple 85 - 100 points
Blue 75 - 84 points
Red 50 - 74 points

Special Recognition Awards

MARTIN T. JOHNSON - Inspirational award

A member in good standing in 4-H and FFA, and an exhibitor, that has demonstrated that he/she has benefited by
their experience at the Northwest Junior Livestock show, through their cooperation with the leader, Instructors,
show management and fellow participants; and has contributed to the betterment of the show. (3 awards)

WALT BERGMAN AWARD

Awards to be given in the name of Walt Bergman to show our appreciation for the dedication that he has shown to
the Youth of 4-H and FFA, through his support not only of the Northwest Junior Livestock Show but of FFA and 4-H
Programs in the Community. Criteria: To be awarded to a 4-H and FFA youth that demonstrates good citizenship; is
willing to dedicate himself or herself to the task at hand; is active in his or her club or Chapter and school; is
upstanding in moral character; shows concern for his or her fellow students. These qualities should not only be
demonstrated during the show, but reflect the all-around life-style of the individual. Feedback to be gotten from the
leaders and instructors. (2 awards)

JOHN EBY AWARD

To be awarded to a 4-H & FFA youth that demonstrates good citizenship; is willing to dedicate himself or herself to
the task at hand; is active in his or her club or chapter and school; Is upstanding in moral character; shows concern
for his or her fellow students, these qualities should not only be demonstrated during the show, but reflect the all-
around life style of the individual. Feedback to be gotten from the leaders and instructors, (2 awards)



DOROTHY MARTIN PRACTICAL APPLICATION - PROJECT AWARD (RECORD BOOK)

Dorothy Martin Practical Application Project Award for both 4-H and FFA participants. Prerequisites are the same
as for the practical application project, Winners to be chosen for the 4-H and FFA by the Record Book Judge. (2
awards)

HOWARD YOUNG SWINE MEMORIAL AWARD

A rotating award to be presented to the top 4-H, top FFA and top Open Youth Swine Showman as selected by the
judge of the show. Winners will also receive $50 cash award. Awards provided by the Howard Young Family. (3
awards)

DICK BATES MEMORIAL AWARD
A $100 Add-On will be added to the Grand Champion 4-H, FFA and Open Youth Market Hog. Award provided by the
friends and family of Dick Bates. (3 awards)

ELLEN SCHMITZ MEMORIAL AWARD

Ellen Schmitz served as the Show’s Secretary/Treasurer for more than 35 years, leaving a legacy of dedication,
kindness, and mentorship. In her honor, the Ellen Schmitz Memorial Award recognizes one outstanding 4-H youth,
FFA youth and Open Class Youth each year. Recipients of this award demonstrate: exceptional commitment to their
project animals, a consistent willingness to help others, strong showmanship skills, and a generous spirit in sharing
knowledge and mentoring peers. This award celebrates youth who embody Ellen’s values: leadership through
service, excellence in practice, and a heart for community. (3 awards)

SUPREME CHAMPION AWARDS

The Grand Champion of each species in each division will have the opportunity to compete for a Supreme
Champion Award. One award will be given for the Supreme Champion Steer, the Supreme Champion Lamb, the
Supreme Champion Goat and the Supreme Champion Hog.

Promotional Awards

WESTERN STATES ANGUS AUXILIARY AWARD

The Western States Angus Auxiliary, 2184 South 1200 East, Bliss, Idaho 83314, will present an award to the
outstanding 4-H exhibitor and/or outstanding FFA exhibitor. The selection of the winner is based on showring
placing of individual animals, placing in showmanship and educational display. The following point system must be
followed. Conformation point placing: Grand Champion: 40, Reserve Champion: 30, 1st place: 20, 2nd place: 15, 3rd
place: 10. Showmanship: participation: 6. Educational display promoting the Angus breed: 25. If steers and
breeding animals are both exhibited, points may be combined to select a winner. Winning the award in previous
years shall not exclude an exhibitor from winning it again. For market steers this award should go to the highest
placing predominately black steer. The sire must be Angus. It must be kept in mind that the purpose of this award is
the promotion of the Angus breed; therefore, Angus breeding animals should take precedence over market animals.
(2 awards)

BAR GH CATTLE CO. SIMMENTAL AWARD
Bar GH Cattle Co. will present an award to the highest placing 4-H, FFA and Open Youth steer that is a minimum of
1/2 Simmental. Parentage must be able to be verified. (3 awards)



