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Note: Parvo it’s a very deadly virus, please limit your puppies exposure to other animals not living with you or public areas, as well as new people coming into the household until after their third vaccine. 
Bringing your new puppy home:  
Equipment 
Your puppy is going to need a room or at least a place he can call his own, and a cage or crate will fill this bill. You are better off getting one that is big enough for him to use as an adult. The pup will need food and water bowls, toys to chew on and play with, a collar and leash, a bag of a good quality dry puppy food, and plenty of newspapers or training pads if you are going to house train inside. Please make sure to check the Facebook group for the puppy checklist, as this will give you all of the equipment and tools that you need. 
The car ride home 
The big day arrives, and it is off to pick up the new puppy. Coming home will start out with a car ride from the breeder’s home. Try to keep this from being an overly stressful experience for the pup. The main problem dogs have with car rides usually is not what we humans refer to as motion sickness, but simple anxiety about the vibrations, sounds, and to a lesser degree, the movement. Many dogs that have developed problems with car rides get nervous or even nauseous before the engine is even started. It is important that this first trip not be a bad experience that regresses into a repetitious behavioral pattern. 
Before you leave the breeder, try to get the pup to go to the bathroom so there are no floods or surprises stimulated by all the excitement of the ride. On this first trip home, we make a cardinal rule about traveling with pets. We do not put them in a crate for traveling. Remember, they are small and easy to hold. Rather, we have someone other than the driver hold the puppy in a blanket or towel and talk or in some way try to distract him from the ride. If you have a long way to go and need to stop for the puppy to relieve himself, do not use a highway rest stop. At his young age, the puppy has very little, if any, protection from common dog diseases, and these areas can easily be contaminated with the organisms causing these conditions. If your driving alone a crate is recommended but it’s preferred to allow the puppy cuddle time during this first ride home.
Being with people the first day home 
Leaving her mother and littermates will bring about some anxiety. However, this can be greatly diminished if you plan your schedules so that you will be home with the puppy the first 3 to 4 days. Some authors suggest leaving the puppy alone and give her time to herself to adjust to the new surroundings. We disagree. In our homes, we plan for this introductory period by keeping the puppy involved with plenty of attention from children and other family members. When we are not with the puppy, she is sleeping. You will be amazed how time spent in this manner will speed up the housebreaking process. If the children are young or are not familiar with how to handle puppies, you should spend some time with them during these first few days explaining common sense rules on how to play with the puppy. 

Being Around New Dogs.
It is very important for your puppy to be properly introduced to any animals that are currently going to be living in your household, however, I highly suggest that you do not take your puppy out in public until after their third vaccine, this is to minimize the puppies exposure to deadly for viruses like Parvo. 
To introduce your puppy to household pets, start with supervised, short interactions in a neutral location like a park. Gradually increase the time and proximity of these interactions, rewarding calm behavior. Ensure each pet has a safe space and monitor their body language for signs of stress or conflict. 
Detailed Steps: 
1. Neutral Introduction:
Meet outside the house, preferably in a park or other neutral area where both dogs can explore without feeling territorial. 
2. Supervised Interactions:
Keep the puppy on a leash for the first few encounters, allowing them to sniff and explore at a distance. 
3. Gradual Increase:
Slowly increase the time and proximity of the interactions, always rewarding calm behavior with treats and praise. 
4.  Safe Zones:
Ensure both dogs have their own safe spaces, like crates or playpens, where they can retreat if needed. 
5. Monitor Body Language:
Learn to recognize canine body language to anticipate potential conflicts and intervene if necessary. 


6.  Positive Reinforcement:
Use treats and praise to encourage positive interactions and discourage any signs of aggression or stress. 
7. Separate Training:
Continue training the puppy and your existing dog separately to maintain their individual bonds with you. 
8.  Patience and Consistency:
Introducing dogs can take time, so be patient and consistent with your approach. 
9. Seek Professional Help:
If you encounter significant difficulties or aggression, consult with a certified professional dog trainer or veterinarian. 


Training Tips: 
Puppy training for beginners focuses on establishing basic obedience, socialization, and establishing a positive bond with your new pup. Start with essential commands like "sit," "stay," and "come," and gradually introduce more advanced techniques as your puppy matures. Puppy training also involves house-training, crate training, and puppy-proofing your home. 
Key Aspects of Puppy Training for Beginners: 
· Basic Obedience:
Teaching fundamental commands like "sit," "stay," and "come" is crucial for manageability and safety. 
· House-training:
Establish a consistent potty schedule and reward your puppy for eliminating outside. 
· Crate Training:
Introduce your puppy to a crate as a safe and comfortable den, using it for naps, training, and travel. 
· Socialization:
Expose your puppy to various people, dogs, environments, and situations to help them develop into a well-adjusted adult. 
· Puppy-Proofing:
Make sure your home is safe for your puppy by securing dangerous items and providing appropriate chew toys. 

Positive Reinforcement:
Use treats, praise, and positive reinforcement to motivate your puppy and make training enjoyable
·  Consistency:
Maintain a consistent training routine and use clear commands to avoid confusion. 
· Patience:
Puppies learn at different paces, so be patient and celebrate small successes. 
· Start Early:
Begin training as soon as possible, typically around 8 weeks of age, as puppies are receptive to learning during this period. 
· Keep Sessions Short:
Short, frequent training sessions are more effective than long, infrequent ones. 
· Use High-Value Treats:
Reward your puppy with high value treats during training to motivate them. 
· Practice in Different Environments:
Introduce your puppy to different environments to generalize their training. 
· Consider Puppy Classes:
Enroll in a puppy training class to learn from a professional and socialize your puppy with other puppies. 
· Bonding:
Spend quality time with your puppy, engaging in activities they enjoy, to strengthen your relationship

The "7 7 7 rule" for dogs, also known as the Rule of Sevens, is a guideline for puppy socialization. It suggests that by the time a puppy is 20 weeks old, it should have been exposed to at least 7 different locations, containers, people, and activities, as well as various challenges and surfaces. Some of these have already been started by your breeder before your puppy reaches seven weeks of age, however, we send this home with our puppy owners so that they can continue the socialization for their puppy in the proper way. 
Here is a breakdown of the 7 7 7 rule: 
· 7 Locations:
The puppy should be exposed to at least 7 different environments, such as the backyard, garage, kitchen, neighbor's yard, etc. 
· 7 Containers:
The puppy should have eaten from at least 7 different types of containers, like bowls, plates, or even human hands.  
· 7 People:
The puppy should be held and petted by at least 7 different people, including people with different characteristics, such as children, older adults, or someone in a wheelchair 
· 7 Experiences:
The puppy should have experienced 7 different activities, like car rides, crate time, playing with various toys, walking on different surfaces, being left alone, and overcoming challenges 

· 7 Challenges:
The puppy should be exposed to at least 7 challenges, such as climbing on a box, going through a tunnel, or climbing stairs 
· 7 Surfaces:
The puppy should walk on at least 7 different types of surfaces, like grass, gravel, concrete, etc. 
· 7 Objects:
The puppy should play with at least 7 different kinds of objects, such as rope toys, plush toys, or balls 
The Rule of Sevens is a guideline to help puppies develop into well-adjusted, confident dogs by exposing them to a variety of experiences early in life. 
Understanding the 3-3-3 Rule for Adopting a dog

It suggests that the first three days should be used for adjusting to their new surroundings, the next three weeks for training and bonding, and the first three months for continued socialization and training.
Puppy Socialization
A puppy socialization checklist helps ensure your new pup is exposed to a variety of sights, sounds, people, and experiences during their critical socialization period (typically between 3 and 14 weeks of age). This checklist includes items like handling, exposure to different environments, interactions with other animals and people, and desensitization to common household noises and objects. 
Here's a more detailed look at what a puppy socialization checklist should include: 
I. Body Handling: 
· Gentle Handling:
Gradually introduce your puppy to being touched, held, and handled in various ways. This includes checking ears, examining mouth and teeth, squeezing paws, handling and trimming nails, and gently pinching skin. 
· Grooming:
Get your puppy accustomed to grooming procedures like brushing, bathing, and nail trimming. 
· Comfortable Handling:
Securely cradle the puppy on its back, lift lips to check teeth, hold in your lap, open eyelids, give a belly rub, gently squeeze feet, and more. 
II. Environmental Exposure: 
· Different Environments:
Introduce your puppy to a variety of places, including busy streets, parks, quiet areas, and different floor textures like carpet, hardwood, and tile. 
· Sensory Experiences:
Expose your puppy to different sounds (like a vacuum cleaner or doorbell), smells, and visual stimuli. 
· Everyday Objects:
Desensitize your puppy to common household objects like a vacuum cleaner, washing machine, pots and pans, and various toys. 
III. Socialization with People and Other Animals: 
· Different People:
Expose your puppy to a diverse range of people, including men, women, children, elderly, and people with hats, uniforms, or other distinctive features. 
· Other Animals:
Gradually introduce your puppy to other calm, vaccinated dogs and, if appropriate, other species. 
· Positive Interactions:
Ensure all interactions with people and animals are positive and controlled. 
IV. Everyday Sounds and Noises: 
Household Sounds
Expose your puppy to common household noises like the doorbell, vacuum cleaner, and washing machine
. 
· Everyday Sounds
Gradually introduce your puppy to sounds like sirens, construction noise, and traffic. 
V. Other Important Items: 
· Puppy Play Classes: Enroll your puppy in puppy classes to provide structured socialization opportunities. 
· Veterinary Visits: Get your puppy accustomed to the vet's office and handling by a veterinarian. 
· Car Rides: Take your puppy on car rides to help them become comfortable with travel. 
Important Considerations: 
· Positive Reinforcement:
Always pair new experiences with positive reinforcement, like treats, praise, or petting. 
· Pace:
Go at your puppy's pace and be mindful of their comfort levels. 
· Supervision:
Always supervise interactions with other animals and people, especially during the initial stages of socialization. 
· Consult with a Veterinarian or Trainer:
If you have any concerns about your puppy's socialization progress, consult with your veterinarian or a qualified dog trainer. 




