Placement Process

Before Placement
· You’ll receive information about the child’s known needs
· You may ask questions or request more details
· You can accept or decline without judgment
· If you accept the placement, your information will be sent to the county Children and Youth agency to ensure easy communication and coordination, as well as a smooth transition for the child and your family.

At Placement
A case manager will contact you within the first twenty-four (24) hours to schedule the initial visit with the child, which must occur within the first forty-eight (48) hours of placement.
During the initial visit, you should expect:
· A complete walkthrough of your home will be completed to check for a flushing toilet, running hot and cold water, adequate food, appropriate sleeping arrangements for all children in the home, appropriate car restraints for all children in the home, and general safety assurance. 
· The case manager will take a photo of the child who is now in your care.
· You will be asked to sign a Foster Child Information Sheet & Grievance Policy (if the child is of age, they will be asked to sign the Grievance Policy as well).
· The case manager will give you information surrounding important dates and deadlines.
You will receive:
· Medical, educational, and behavioral information (when available)
· All medical appointment paperwork and medication log
· Clothing inventory (taking inventory of the child’s belongings they brought to your home)
· Case manager’s contact information



What to Expect in the First 24–72 Hours
Expect heightened emotions: 
· Crying
· Sleep deprivation
· Food hoarding or diversions 
· Inability to settle in
· Being uneasy
· Wanting to be close to you OR not wanting to engage with your family at all
Prioritize:
· Safety
· Comfort
· A calm environment
· Routines
· Food and rest
· Gentle introductions
· Understanding
· Patience

