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You’re Invited to the 
Annual Alumni Banquet!

*Saturday, May 25  *Berlin High School
*Doors open at 4 p.m.   *Dinner at 5 p.m.

Featuring a message from the 25 and 50-year 
classes! 

Tickets available April 1- May 20

$18 tickets are available at Field’s Card and Gift Shop, 
First National Bank of Berlin or by mailing payment to:

BHS Alumni Association
P.O. Box 267
Berlin, WI 54923

GOAL ONE MILLION DOLLARS!!

Can we include your name in a 
published list of donors?

Make check payable to:
Berlin High School Alumni Association
PO Box 267
Berlin, WI 54923

to be used for scholarships and the newsletter. 

If this donation is a memorial, please indicate name: 
____________________________________________

$174,004

Yes

Please accept my donation in the amount of:
  $25   $50   $100   Other $_________

No

Endowment Fund Donations

Berlin High School Alumni Association - “The Oldest in the State”
Berlin High School
Alumni Association
 Board of Directors

President: pam Alf, 1985
Vice President: Cindy Stobbe, 
1975
Secretary: Dina Drestske, 1988
Treasurer: Amanda toney, 1997

Board Members: Judy Martin, 
1960; Donna kirk, 1961; Rachel 
Bending, 1997; patti Batenhorst, 
1976;  Ramona Miracle, 1961; 
Brad Resop, 2010

If your address has changed, please e-mail your new address to dkirk3420@gmail.com in order to keep our 
BHS Alumni database current.

   By payton DeMaster, 2014

   Karen (Eagen) Wolff, Berlin graduate of ‘88, 
will be speaking as the 25-year speaker at the  
Alumni Banquet this May. Wolff’s speech will 
focus on how one can become successful.
   “By believing in yourself, taking chances 
when they are presented, stepping out of your 
comfort zone and working hard, one can be 
successful,” Wolff said. 
   After graduating from BHS, Wolff attended 
UW-Eau Claire and earned her Bachelor of 
Science degree in biology with a minor in psy-
chology. She then went on to graduate school 
at UW-Madison and received a Master of Sci-
ence degree in plant breeding and plant genet-
ics.  
   Wolff’s first job after graduate school was 
with Harris Moran Seed Company in Cali-
fornia as an assistant carrot breeder. After two 
and a half  years working in California, Wolff 
moved to Oregon and worked on genetically 
modified fruits and vegetables for an agricul-
tural biotechnology company, Agritope. 
   “If you ate baby carrots in the late 1990s, they 
were likely a variety I helped select and put on 
the market,” Wolff said. “I feel lucky and proud 
that I worked on the leading edge of field re-
search.” 
    After working at Agritope, Wolff took leave 

Speaker takes chances, finds success  

to become a stay at home mom in Oregon. 
Wolff believes that BHS helped her with her 
success today.
   “I would have to say that Mrs. Zietlow’s home 
economics class at BHS was probably the most 
relevant class that helped with where I am to-
day,” Wolff said. “I have always been thankful 
for the education I received in Berlin. I felt 
prepared for the rigors of college and graduate 

school.”
   After taking chances and working hard, Wolff 
has had quite a successful life so far.
   “Don’t be afraid to take the entry level jobs, 
Wolff said. “Work hard and show that you can 
do the job. Promotions and success will follow.”
   In ten years, Wolff sees herself with her family 
and working at the Portland Rose Garden, do-
ing research on new rose varieties. 
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karen (Eagen) Wolff ‘88 resides with her family in Oregon. Her speech will be about 
how to become successful.
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Highlights from the Red ‘n’ Green
Endowment Fund 

rewards seniors
     The BHS Alumni Association 
Endowment Fund continues to 
grow and to be used to give six 
graduating seniors a scholarship 
to assist with college tuition. In 
addition, it is used to fund The 
Echo newsletter. The Alumni As-
sociation would like to acknowl-
edge that since 2009, our dona-
tions exceeded the costs for the 
scholarships and banquet. Thank 
you for helping to reward both 
past and present Berlin High 
School graduates. 
   The 2012 BHS Alumni Associa-
tion Scholarship recipients, who 
received $1,200 each, were

Andres Munoz
Austin Doro
Caleb Draves

Jostun pomplun
Maria Rhein
Dylan Young

Thanks to the Farmers & 
Merchants Bank and 

to the First national 
Bank of Berlin for un-

derwriting the costs of post-

age for this newsletter.  Also, 

thank you to the Berlin 
Journal for public relations 

support throughout the year. 

Scholarship 
Donors

‘47 Monica (Bielmeier) Krause
‘47 Ray Rucks
‘52 James Nickolaisen
‘54 Jack & Mary Butler In Mem-
ory of Barbara (Kettlewell) Bea-
man
‘54 George & Marlene Gersch
‘55 Eugene Knutzen
‘57 Donna Nickolaisen
‘57 Dan Krause
‘57 Joyce A. Voeltner
‘57 Jo Hannah E. Eklund
‘57 Robert Marchenkuski
‘57 Beverly Jean (Swersinske) 
Colburn
‘57 Helen (Drover) Piekarski
‘57 Ron Marshall 
‘57 Harriet Hobbs in memory of 
Lynn J. Hobbs
‘57 Donna R. Nickolaisen
‘59 Joseph & Elaine Van Rhyn
‘60 Judy Martin in memory of  

Richard Steckbauer
‘60 Richard Klick
‘62 Ina (Coats) Mlodzik In Mem-
ory of Lana (Schmude) Coats
‘62 Ron Niemuth
‘62 Gerene (Meyer) Bartol
‘62 Curt Buchholtz
‘62 Dennis R. Karamitis
‘64 Paul Splittgerber
‘67 Elizabeth (Secora) McCloskey 
In Memory of Norbert Annette & 
Mary Secora
‘67 Janice (Brotske) Prosser
‘67 Mark Doll
‘67 Richard & Karen (Steeps) 
Moriaity
‘69 Kathy (Lane) Dickerson
‘70 Jean Mathia
‘72 Peggy (Janes) Seaman
‘72 Jean Janes
‘72 Thomas C. Gonyo
‘72 Maureen Beaman
‘72 Marabeth (Ustruck) Irefin
‘77 Therese (Piotrowski) Jor-
gensen
‘77 Kurt Barnard

‘77 Robert Malchetske
‘77 David Schultz
‘87 Jeanne (Johnson) Calva
‘87 Michelle Schry
‘87 Tammy (McGregor) Spoerl
‘87 Teresa Gifford
‘87 Kathy (Butterbrodt) Metcalf
‘87 Karen (Kinziger) Buckley
‘87 Sarah (Chipman) Paulick
‘87 Travis Jezwinski
‘87 Andrew D. Sobieski
‘97 Kyle Grahn
John W. Head In Memory of Rus-
sell Diehl 
Kim Ann Knorr In Memory of 
Jean (Mix) Knorr
Ann Griffith In Memory of Gor-
don Griffith
James Pohlman/Rebecca Polk 
Pohlman In Memory of Debbie 
Porsorske and Ann Frost
Class of ‘61
Gwenyth A. Jones In Memory of 
Ruth Botz Jones
Ralph Ewald In Memory of Rich-
ard Resop

Charles A. Ihrke
Edwin Borth
Kennith C. Weiske
Dennis Wiese
Charles & Shirley Rodgers In 
Memory of Dr. Bill Bush
John & Diane McGregor In Mem-
ory of Christine McGregor
William Huck & Shirley 
(Schmidt) Huck In Memory of 
Elsmer Huck Jr.
Dr. William B. Bush In Memory 
of Dr. WC Bush
Marie M. (Piskey) Weir 
Tom & Cheryl Langenhorst
Harry & Virginia Wolff In Memo-
ry of Dr. Bill Bush
Mark & Susan Gustafson 
Randall & Cheryl Behm
Robert Markofski
Hillerian & Brent Hess In Memo-
ry of Larry Hess
Judith Martin In Memory of Gen-
evieve Wykowski
Carol Ceman & Stephanie Ceman 
In Memory of Karen Heise Dohe

Working sun up to sun down for two 
summers and spending about $1,500, se-
nior Bradley Nitzke finally met his goal 
of restoring his very own military vehi-
cle, a 1970 M35A2 2 1/2 ton truck.

“It was actually my friend Mark’s idea,” 
Nitzke said. “He got me started in this 
stuff,” 

Since the truck he restored was a mili-
tary truck and is much bigger than a reg-
ular truck, he had to prepare himself for 
the difference.

“My first step was getting larger tools, 
which consisted of a lot of trips to Fleet 

Danielle Fralish, 2014by

Farm,” Nitzke said. 
With such a big project, problems are 

to be expected.
“I found myself not having enough 

time,” Nitzke said. “I would make dead-
lines that I could not reach. After a while 

it got boring and I would lack ambi-
tion.”

However, Nitzke had a lot of support 
through the restoration whether it was 
from his mother, brother or girlfriend.

“I was glad to see him doing some-
thing he loved,” mother Linda Nitzke 
said. “He was not getting into trouble. 
I knew where he was and I am very 
proud of the man he is becoming.” 

His mother believes that his hard 
work and dedication paid off in the 
end, and he should be proud of his ac-
complishments.

“Seeing it when it was done was a 
great feeling, knowing I did it on my 
own,” Nitzke said. 

nitzke restores military vehicle

Gosenheimer selected as 50-year speaker
By Danielle Fralish, 2014
   
   Life-long Berlin resident, 
Judi (Thomas) Gosen-
heimer was chosen this year 
to be the 50-year speaker at 
the alumni banquet.
   She wants her topic to 
focus on what things were 
like back when she was in 
school.
   “I started off in a one-room 
school house. From third to 

eighth grade I went to St. 
Joe’s school,” Gosenheimer 
said. “Then, I graduated  
from Berlin High School in 
1963.”
   As she pursued her love for 
English she attended Mount 
Mary College in Milwaukee 
and majored in English. She 
then went on to get her mas-
ters in curriculum writing.
   “After retirement I went 
on to doing ministry work 

with my church, and I love 
it,”  Gosenheimer said.
   Gosenheimer is honored 
to have been chosen to be 
the speaker and feels that 
this speech will honor her 
mom and dad because they 
both graduated from Berlin.
   “My whole family will be 
in the audience,” Gosen-
heimer said. “It’s a celebra-
tion of keeping our legacy 
going.”

Hess finds reward in giving back

After experiencing an incred-
ible month long journey in Ke-
nya,  Berlin alumna Megan Hess 
has returned home. 

Hess, along with 10 other stu-
dents from LaCrosse participat-
ed in the program, “Kenya Make 
a Difference.” They collected 
many donations and helped 
build a kitchen onto an elemen-
tary school in Nakuru, Kenya. 

When Hess first arrived in 
Kenya at around 3 a.m. she  was 
immediately aware of how fasci-
nating nature was there.

“I remember opening the 
door of the matatu and in-
stantly noticing the fresh air,” 
Hess said. “The next morning, I 
walked onto the porch and saw 
the beautiful view of Lake Na-
kuru.”

During the trip, it did not take 
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Becca Wenig, 2013by long for the students to develop 
a strong relationship with the 
children.

“The children followed us 
around every day, and we be-
came very  attached to them as 
they did to us,” Hess said. 

 Hess enjoyed spending time 
with the families in Nakuru, but 
she became especially attached 
to the children without families. 

“My favorite part of the trip 
was going to the orphanage 
and playing with the children,” 
Hess said. “They just wanted to 
be loved and I could have held 
them all day.”

When it finally came time to 
go, Hess had a hard time leav-
ing everything and everyone 
behind.     

 “There were a lot of tears 
shed from leaving that still 
happen today,” Hess said. “The 
most special moment for me 
was receiving a necklace from 

ence. 
“One thing is for certain, 

whether it is giving up a 
pair of shoes, doing man-
ual labor or spending time 
with others, it’s amazing 
how your life can change if 
you put others before your-
self,” Hess said.

the kids. Those kids do 
not have the money to buy 
something like that every-
day, but they wanted us to 
always remember them.”

Overall, Hess says that 
she has become a more  
understanding and loving 
person from this experi-

By Lauren Schmidt, 2014
     
  After graduating from Ber-
lin High School in 2004, Ma-
ria Parmigiani first attended 
Fox Valley Technical college 
where she majored in Com-
munications.
   She then transferred to 
UW-Milwaukee where she 
changed her major to Inter-
national Relations, and then 
back to Communications.
   “I found myself always 
coming back to communi-
cations,” Parmigiani said. 
“That’s when I knew this is 
what I wanted to do.”
   After graduating from UW-
Milwaukee in 2010, Parmi-
giani became the face and 

voice of CW 14.
   Parmigiani  was also  given 
the opportunity to guest host 
on the WIXX “Murphy in 
the Morning” show.
  “Through networking, I had 
met Murphy and he asked if 
I was available to guest host 
during March,” Parmigiani 
said.
   She enjoyed working in the 
different atmosphere, Parmi-
giani especially loved the fact 
that she did not have to be so 
serious while on the radio.
   “It is so different from TV, 
but the best part is I don’t 
have to be make-up ready at 
five in the morning,” Parmi-
giani said. “It was great!”
   Parmigiani is proud of her 

accomplishments in life and 
only hopes to continue being 
successful.
 “My biggest accomplish-
ment in life, besides my 
beautiful daughter and won-
derful husband, is not letting 
anyone stop me from going 
for my dream,” Parmigiani 
said.
   Parmigiani was told that 
she would not be able to have 
a family and be successful in 
the communications field.
  Although Parmigiani is 
content with where she is 
in her career, she hopes to 
eventually become a talk 
show host on her own enter-
taining morning news show 
on a national level.

Alumni Spotlight: Parmigiani finds her voice


