Series of Bulletin Announcements

Pre-weekend Church & School Bulletin Announcements
 

When it comes to serving the people of God one of the most successful Retrouvaille Communities is Twin Cities Retrouvaille (TCR) in Minneapolis. TCR hosts a Retrouvaille weekend every month of the year, including December! The #1 way Friday Night Couples learn about the TCR program is through church bulletin announcements.
Fr. Jerry Foley sends the announcements out himself with his signature. We judge that one of the reasons TCR is so successful in getting churches and schools to run their announcements is because bulletin editors are more receptive to a request from a priest than a lay person.

In an effort to come up with alternative to having a priest send the request our own community of Santa Cruz/Monterey decided to build “personal” relationships with the bulletin editors in our churches. 10 Community couples were asked to select and build relationships with bulletin editors in 5 churches. Then, with a personal visit or phone call the couples asked each bulletin editor to run our Retrouvaille weekend announcement every week for 12 weeks. 70% said “Yes” and the other 30% said “As often as we can”. As a result of these efforts we had a 49 couple weekend.

The bulletin editors were promised that they would receive a different announcement each week. A series of 12 different messages were written. 

This is a series of 12 different Faxes or emails that can be sent out every week starting 3 months before your weekend. The last FAX/email is a note sent after the weekend thanking the Bulletin Editor for helping save families. Most church Bulletins go to press on Wednesday so it is best to get them the information at the beginning of the week. In our community, we send them on Sunday afternoon so they are on the FAX machine or in their email Monday morning when the Bulletin Editor gets to the office. We use computer software called WinFAX that sends the Faxes to all our churches and schools automatically from our home PC.
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