Earning A Merit Badge

Four Steps in Boy Scout Advancement
1. The Scout learns.
2. The Scout is tested.
3. The Scout is reviewed.
4. The Scout is recognized.
Broad Range of Subjects
· More than 130 merit badges in 14 subject areas
· Agribusiness
· Arts and crafts
· Business and industry
· Communications
· Conservation
· Hobbies
· Natural science
· Personal development
· Physical science
· Professions
· Public service
· Sports
· Trades
· Transportation
Benefits of Merit Badges
· Contribution to the aims of Scouting: citizenship, character, and fitness
· Development of confidence, self-reliance, and social skills
· Physical fitness and healthy lifestyles
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Career and hobby choices may result
· Exposure to positive role models
Merit Badge Process
1. Scout indicates interest; discusses with unit leader; 
gets counselor name and blue card
2. Scout contacts  counselor
3. Scout/Counselor first meeting
4. Subsequent Scout/counselor meetings
5. Scout completed requirements
6. Counselor approves completion
7. Scout returns completed merit badge card to unit leader
8. Unit reports advancement and obtains badge for presentation


[image: https://sites.google.com/site/dacmeritbadges/_/rsrc/1364783710228/merit-badge-announcements/meritbadgebluecardrevised/blue_card-2012.jpg?height=391&width=918]
[image: http://www.t205.net/merit_badges/merit_badge_cards/MeritBadge2_sm.jpg]
Blue Cards
· The merit badge counselor records and initials the front of the card in the middle section as each requirement is completed.
· The back of the card is not signed in either place until all requirements are fulfilled.
· Partials do not expire as long as the Scout is a registered youth member.
· Accepting a “partial” is at the follow-up counselor’s discretion.


Merit Badge Requirements
· Not Flexible, must be fulfilled as written
· A single activity may fulfill more than one requirement if…
· Requirements match and have the same intent.
· It is not specifically disallowed.
· The Scout remembers safety content.
· Common sense suggests that meeting the requirement more than once is unnecessary.
· Merit badge requirements must not be waived or changed for any Scout.
· Scouts with disabilities—either permanent, or expected to last at least two years or beyond age 18—still may advance.
· The “Application for Alternative Eagle Scout Rank Merit Badges” may be found at: www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/512-730.pdf 
· Worksheets may be used to meet “in writing” requirements.
· Worksheets are not a substitute for “telling,” “showing,” or “demonstrating,” etc.
Merit Badge Counselors
A second counselor review may be warranted if: 
A Scout, to whom it has been made clear that only registered and approved counselors are to be used, chooses to ignore this mandated procedure.
It becomes plainly evident that it could not have been possible for a Scout to actually and personally fulfill requirements as written. In this case a limited recourse is available, according to the details outlined in topic 7.0.4.7.
Merit Badge Q & A

At what age or rank may Boy Scouts work on merit badges?
There is no limit if registered as a Scout.
What is the maximum number of merit badges a Scout may work on at the same time?
There is no limit.
Is a Scout allowed to begin work on a merit badge without his unit leader’s approval?
Approval is no longer required; a discussion is now held.
If a Scout has too many unfinished merit badges, may the Scoutmaster limit how many others he may begin?
       During the discussion of a new merit badge, the Scoutmaster should provide counseling 
on what to do.



Is it appropriate to tell a Scout he must earn all or most of his Eagle-required badges before he earns any others?
       A Scoutmaster could only suggest this.
Is the Scoutmaster permitted to serve as a troop merit badge counselor for some merit badges like Camping or Hiking?
	     This is permitted only if the unit leader is registered and approved as a counselor.
What is the maximum number of badges a youth may earn from one counselor?
	    There is no BSA limit. A unit leader may set a limit, but it must apply to all Scouts in the unit.
How many badges may one counselor be approved to counsel?
	National places no limit on this. Councils may do so, within reason.
May you counsel your own son?
	Yes, but generally it is better for Scouts to learn from a variety of adults.
May you counsel in other units, districts, or councils?
	Yes.
Due to tight schedules, is a camp staff member allowed to make minor adjustments so requirements can be finished at camp?
	Absolutely not.
Once you are registered and approved as a counselor, at what point must you re-register and become re-approved?
	Annually.
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Information for Applicant

+ A mrit badgo application can bo approved only
by a registerad merit badga counselor.

* You must have a buddy with you (Scout
buddy systom) at cach moating wih the mori
bacigo counsalor

« Turm in your approved sppication to your uni
laadar. You wil be awardad the meri badge
‘omblom and cortfical at a sufbio occasion.

Information for Counselor

« Morit badge applications must b signed in
advanco by tho applicants unit cader:

* Tho Scout must havo his buddy (Scout buddy
systom) i aifondnce at a instuctonl sossons.

« You may ot changa any requomen, but you may
shara your knowladga or xperience thal wil maks
ho counsaling mors ntoresting and valuabl.
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The applicant has personally appeared before
me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he
has met all requirements for the (please print)

Merit badge

Name of counselor

Address of counselor

City Zip code

Telephone number of counselor

il
Signature of counselor Date
Checked and recorded:
Date Initials
Certificate and badge presented

Date

APPLICANT’S RECORD

Name

has given me his completed application for the

Merit badge

Completed on
Date

Signature of counselor

Signature of unit leader

COUNSELOR'’S RECORD
Applicant
[ Troop
[ Team Unit number
[1Crew

Merit badge
Date completed / /

Remarks:

Applicant will turn in this portion to his unit
leader for record posting.

NOTE TO BOY SCOUT, VARSITY SCOUT, OR
VENTURER: Retain this copy for your perma-
nent records.

It is suggested that the counselor keep this
record for at least 1 year in case any question
is raised later in regard to this award.




