
PRAYER OF APPROACH, CONFESSION, LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Eternal God, 
You are living, risen;  
a dynamic illustration of newness and renewal. 
We long for that newness, 
for that feeling of rising from that which holds us down, 
blocks our path, 
stagnates our thoughts. 
And so we turn to you for help, our Shepherd. 
We seek your wisdom and guidance. 
We yearn to follow your paths  
and invite in newness; 
a stirring of our hearts and minds, 
assurance that you are with us.  
 
Shepherding God, 
we need you in our time of anxiety. 
We need you in our time of economic uncertainty. 
We need you in a time of a globe-trotting disease. 
We need you to bind our wounds, 
    and pour your healing ointment on our heads. 
Help us to listen and follow no matter where your voice leads. 
Help us to trust you. 
 
We confess, gracious God, 
that in our vulnerability we have closed ourselves off, 
chosen self-preservation and self-reliance. 
The truth is that we are fearful; 
our vulnerabilities are raw and right at the surface 
and in this state we find it difficult to trust beyond ourselves. 
 
Forgive us for this, Lord. 
Enter into us anew. 
Help us to recognize our fears, our anxieties, our vulnerabilities  
in one another, 
and then help us to open up to one another 
and share in our common need for assurance and trust  
in your shepherding ways. 
 
Grant us the courage to foster trusting relationships 
with all those around us. 
Help us to remember every minute of every day, 
that we are yours loved by you, called by you.  



Let that love and that calling make us generous towards others  
and more loving towards you.  
 
Guide us with your love 
and renew us with your peace. 
We pray this in the name of Christ, our Lord and Shepherd, who taught us to pray: 
Our Father...   
 

 


