SCRIPTURES

Joshua 2:1-16

Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, ‘Go, view the land, especially
Jericho.” So they went, and entered the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab, and spent the night
there. The king of Jericho was told, ‘Some Israelites have come here tonight to search out the land.” Then
the king of Jericho sent orders to Rahab, ‘Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your
house, for they have come only to search out the whole land.” But the woman took the two men and hid
them. Then she said, ‘True, the men came to me, but | did not know where they came from. And when it
was time to close the gate at dark, the men went out. Where the men went | do not know. Pursue them
quickly, for you can overtake them.” She had, however, brought them up to the roof and hidden them with
the stalks of flax that she had laid out on the roof. So the men pursued them on the way to the Jordan as
far as the fords. As soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.

Before they went to sleep, she came up to them on the roof and said to the men: ‘I know that the Lord has
given you the land, and that dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt in
fear before you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you
came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the Jordan, to
Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. As soon as we heard it, our hearts failed, and there was no
courage left in any of us because of you. The Lord your God is indeed God in heaven above and on earth
below. Now then, since | have dealt kindly with you, swear to me by the Lord that you in turn will deal
kindly with my family. Give me a sign of good faith that you will spare my father and mother, my brothers
and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.’ The men said to her, ‘Our life for
yours! If you do not tell this business of ours, then we will deal kindly and faithfully with you when the Lord
gives us the land.’

Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the outer side of the city
wall and she resided within the wall itself. She said to them, ‘Go towards the hill country, so that the
pursuers may not come upon you. Hide yourselves there for three days, until the pursuers have returned;
then afterwards you may go on your way.’

Luke 10:25-37

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must | do to inherit eternal life?’ He said
to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbour as yourself.” And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went
away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with
pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on



his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave
them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when | come back, I will repay you whatever more
you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’



