
SCRIPTURES 

Habakkuk 1:1-13 

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

   and you will not listen? 

Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ 

   and you will not save? 

Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

   and look at trouble? 

Destruction and violence are before me; 

   strife and contention arise. 

So the law becomes slack 

   and justice never prevails. 

The wicked surround the righteous— 

   therefore judgement comes forth perverted. 

 

Look at the nations, and see! 

   Be astonished! Be astounded! 

For a work is being done in your days 

   that you would not believe if you were told. 

For I am rousing the Chaldeans, 

   that fierce and impetuous nation, 

who march through the breadth of the earth 

   to seize dwellings not their own. 

Dread and fearsome are they; 

   their justice and dignity proceed from themselves. 

Their horses are swifter than leopards, 

   more menacing than wolves at dusk; 

   their horses charge. 

Their horsemen come from far away; 

   they fly like an eagle swift to devour. 

They all come for violence, 

   with faces pressing forward; 

   they gather captives like sand. 

At kings they scoff, 

   and of rulers they make sport. 

They laugh at every fortress, 

   and heap up earth to take it. 



Then they sweep by like the wind; 

   they transgress and become guilty; 

   their own might is their god! 

 

Are you not from of old, 

   O LORD my God, my Holy One? 

   You shall not die. 

O LORD, you have marked them for judgement; 

   and you, O Rock, have established them for punishment. 

Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, 

   and you cannot look on wrongdoing; 

why do you look on the treacherous, 

   and are silent when the wicked swallow 

   those more righteous than they? 

 

Luke 4:16-21 

 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 

the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 

was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.’ 


