
REFORMATION SUNDAY  
October 25, 2020 

 
Organ Prelude: Christ lag in todesbanden J. S. Bach 

 
Welcome, Announcements & Worship Theme 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 
The Lord our God has been our dwelling place in all generations. 
 
From everlasting to everlasting God is God, and so we come to worship.  
 
O God, you are the perpetual spring of life, an eternal reservoir of goodness. 
 
We come to worship in order to experience that wellspring of life anew. 
 
O God, you are the source of love that motivates our words and actions. 
 
We come to draw upon that source, to fill our cups to overflowing. 
 
Happy are those who delight in the law of the Lord, who meditate on God’s goodness day 
and night. (Psalm 1:2) 
 
Let us tell of God’s glorious power and praise God’s holy name! 
 
ALL: Let us worship God together. 

 

Hymn: “A mighty fortress is our God” No. 315 

 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a refuge never failing; 
our Helper sure amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing: 
For still our ancient foe 
yet seeks to work us woe 
with craft and power great 
and, armed with cruel hate, 
on earth has not an equal. 
 

2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing; 
were not a Saviour on our side, 
the One of God’s own choosing. 
Who is the Saviour, who? 
Christ Jesus, living true. 
Lord Sabbaoth by name, 
from age to age the same, 
already wins the battle. 
 



3. And though this world, with evil filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
the truth to triumph through us: 
the powers of death and hell  
our God will surely quell: 
their rage we can endure, 
for look! their doom is sure: 
one little word will fell them. 
 

4. That Word above all earthly powers- 
no thanks to them! abiding, 
ensures that all God’s gifts are ours, 
through Christ in us residing, 
whose summons rings above  
all goods, all earthly love.  
Earth’s powers waste away;  
God’s word endures alway,  
whose reign will last forever.

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
The Peace of Christ be with you all; 
And also with you. 

 
Children's Theme for Church School 
 
Special Music: Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring   J. S. Bach 

soloists Anna Bateman, Erin Stone, Shaun Alphonso, Chris Tanaka-Mann and pianist Bruce Nasmith 
 

Scripture Readings: Psalm 1, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

 
Psalm 1 
1 Happy are those 
    who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 
    or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law they meditate day and night. 
3 They are like trees 
    planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
    and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 
4 The wicked are not so, 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 



5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
2 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but though 
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage 
in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal does 
not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4 but just as we have been approved by God 
to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to 
please God who tests our hearts. 5 As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with 
words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6 nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from 
you or from others, 7 though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were 
gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for 
you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 
because you have become very dear to us. 
 
We are listening, O God; 
Speak to us! 
 
Sermon:  DRAWING FROM THE SOURCE Rev. Rebecca  
(Full sermon can be found at the end of the bulletin) 

 

Special Music: Sheep May Safely graze  J. S. Bach 
soloist Anna Bateman, pianist Bruce Nasmith 

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving & Pastoral Concern 

 
Hymn: “All my hope on God is founded” No. 462 

 

1. All my hope on God is founded 
who does still my trust renew; 
through all change and chance  
God guides me, 
only good and only true. 
Love unknown, God's alone, 
calls my heart to be God's own. 
 
2. Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown, betray all trust; 
what our care and toil establish, 
tower and temple, fall to dust, 

but God's power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
3. God's great goodness reigns eternal, 
deep in wisdom, passing thought; 
light and life are all God's splendour 
bringing beauty out of naught. 
Evermore from God's store 
newborn worlds rise and adore. 
 
4. Daily does Almighty Giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow, 



God's desire our soul delighting, 
pleasure leading where we go. 
Love will stand at God's hand; 
joy will wait on God's command. 
 
 

5. Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ, the Son. 
Hear Christ call one and all: 
you that follow shall not fall.

 
Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 

 
Organ Postlude: A Mighty Fortress is our God Johann Walther 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

Ministers The Rev. Dr. Harris Athanasiadis, hathan1964@hotmail.com  
 The Rev. Rebecca Jess, rebecca@armourheights.org      

Ministers-in Association The Rev. Dr. Carol Loudon, The Rev. Deb Stanbury 
The Rev. Dr. Pam McCarroll & The Rev. Rodger Talbot 

Minister Emeritus The Rev. William Middleton 
Clerk of Session Michael Nettleton, clerk@armourheights.org 
Administrator & Manager of Community Engagement Erin Stone, estone@armourheights.org 
Music Director Bruce C. Nasmith, brucenasmith@gmail.com 
Parish Nurse Assistant                  Barbara Thomas 

Armour Heights Presbyterian Church 
105 Wilson Avenue, Toronto M5M 2Z9 

Church: (416) 485-4000, estone@armourheights.org 
Website:  www.armourheights.org 

“Discover the vitality of faith” 



DRAWING FROM THE SOURCE 
Rev. Rebecca 

 

Today is what we call Reformation Sunday. A little over 500 years ago, in 1517, a German 

priest named Martin Luther made a bold decision: to make public some major problems he 

was seeing in the Church. And from that day, the Reformation of the church was launched, 

and so were the beginnings of the Protestant Church.  

 

Now, this wasn’t a simple or quick process; Luther went up against some very well-

established doctrines, traditions, and beliefs. But what kept him going was the knowledge 

that he was also up against a false form of justification or path to salvation; he was up 

against a practice that didn’t have Christ at its core, that didn’t have God as its source.  

 

As the story goes, Luther nailed 95 theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg 

on the topic of indulgences. Indulgences were a well-established part of the the medieval 

practice of penance. Here’s how it worked: a person would go to their priest and confess 

their sins. The priest, acting as an earthly representative of Jesus and having been given the 

authority to forgive those sins, would declare that person absolved or freed from their sins. 

Now, this did not take away the earthly consequences related to their sins. So, say a person 

stole money. While confession and forgiveness may have kept them on the path to 

salvation, it did not bring back that missing money. So a priest would have given penalties 

and works of compensation to help make up for these earthly offences. Often this included 

prayers and charitable acts. And though these were fairly minor, there was widespread fear 

that a person’s penalties could add up to staggering proportions. In fact, by the year 1500, 

many people couldn’t expect to finish their penalties before the time they died and, 

therefore, expected to be held in purgatory, a kind of holding place in the next life where 

they could continue to cancel the accumulated debt of their sins. Now, there were ways to 

get around all these penalties, and that’s where indulgences come in. 

 

People who wanted to relieve themselves of some or all of their penalties were given the 

option to pay for their removal. And the money collected might go to anything from a fund 

to build a new basilica (as was the case with St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome), to a priest’s 

personal coffer. Indulgences abused people’s trust in the Church. Hoping to gain back their 

salvation and avoid purgatory, people would pay for indulgences in order to not have to 

worry about their accumulated spiritual debt. In fact, indulgences became a real 

commercial enterprise. “Indulgence preachers” were commissioned to travel from town to 

town in order to preach about sin and the accumulation of penalties and the risk of not 

clearing them from your name before you die. As was aptly stated in a book I have about 



the Reformation, they were “skilled manipulator[s] of religious anxiety.”  In fact, their 

manipulation reached so far as to convince people that even if their balance sheet was in 

the positive, their loved ones who already died may not be so lucky, and by paying 

indulgences on their behalf, you might reduce the time those loved ones spend in 

purgatory.  

 

On the surface, this could potentially be seen as a beautiful form of communal care; a way 

that the church shares some form of common life and seeks the best for one another in life 

and death. But in reality, the indulgence preachers used it as a way to stoke anxiety and get 

more money from the flock. One particularly influential indulgence preacher, named 

Johann Tetzel, had a phrase he used that became very well-known: “As soon as a coin into 

the box rings, a soul from purgatory to heaven springs.” The most blaring theological 

offence in all of this is the idea that salvation can be bought. A salvation that can be 

purchased with dollars and cents is not a salvation with Christ at the centre. In fact, it’s not 

salvation at all.  

 

What set off Luther was the fact that, he too, had been very worried about his spiritual 

welfare—and not because of what indulgence preachers proclaimed, but because he was 

so much more familiar with the side of God who would punish and who could be 

destructive. Even as a priest, even as a professor of biblical theology, even as one who 

thought continually about how to be righteous during his time on earth, Luther worried 

that it wasn’t enough and that he may not measure up to God’s standards in the end. That 

is, until he reinterpreted the Bible’s passages about justice. The verse that is said to have 

put Luther on this new path is Romans 1:17: “For in the gospel the righteousness of God is 

revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The 

righteous will live by faith.” With this newfound interpretation, Luther realized that justice 

was more than something God had, it was something God granted to others. That, if we 

want to be right with God, we need only have faith in God through Jesus. God is merciful, 

God is full of grace, and so, God makes just, or righteous, those who are faithful. God’s 

justice isn’t a standard by which people are measured, rather, it is a quality God shares 

through faith. No need to pay for indulgences. No need to complete an unending list of 

penitential tasks. No need for temporal satisfaction. Rather, what you do need is faith; 

what you do need is to trust in the mercy of a God whose primary aim is love, not 

punishment.  

 

And so, it’s clear to see why Luther disagreed with indulgences, and why he wrote his 95 

theses in order to try and persuade other leaders in the Roman Catholic Church to see the 

problems they posed, as well. Luther saw God as the source, the person to whom we 

needed to turn in order to be made righteous. And priests collecting money through 



indulgences were not keeping God as their source, but rather, money, erroneous teachings, 

and personal interests. In the end, the Church at that time could not come to agree with 

Luther and his scriptural discoveries. Instead, Luther was declared a heretic and was 

excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church. But his desire to provide pastoral care 

to those who were feeling depleted in the same way he had, and his mission to teach about 

a life with God as the source and God’s way of making us righteous people through faith—

and not through greed or trickery or erroneous teachings—brought people together in a 

new way and led to a new community of believers: the Protestant Church.  

 

When we look at our scripture today from 1 Thessalonians, we note Paul’s particular tone. 

Paul has a message to get across to the Thessalonian church, and he does this not with 

statements meant to induce fear in God or God’s punishments, or with pronouncements 

meant to build religious and spiritual anxiety about one’s righteousness, but with a form of 

persuasion.  

 

When we hear the word persuasion we might associate it with someone who claims to 

know best and wants to see things done their way. We might think about the snake in the 

garden of Eden who was the most crafty of all the animals and used its persuasive words to 

convince Eve to eat the fruit from the forbidden tree. But persuasion isn’t always about 

trickery or selfish desire—that’s what coercion is. Persuasion is providing a sound reason 

for why someone should do something or believe something. And persuasion often 

requires a sustained effort. Which means you have to really want or believe in what you’re 

persuading others of in order to meet your outcome. Paul really believed in what he was 

telling the Thessalonians, and he wanted them to truly hear what he was saying to them 

about his mission of sharing the gospel.  

 

Paul could have used hierarchy and power to get his message across; after all, he has a 

pretty amazing conversion story, he has made it his life’s work to share the gospel, and 

presumably he has also prayed and reflected and meditated upon God’s character, upon 

God’s word, upon the gospel message itself for far longer than anyone else in the 

Thessalonian church. But Paul doesn’t take this angle. He instead uses persuasion as a way 

to emphasize equality; to show that this isn’t about power or hierarchy, but about 

everyone meeting and discovering life in Christ together and without the burden of guilt or 

fear or anxiety or deceit. Paul sets himself and his companions up against those whose 

motives are not pure. Paul states that they have reached out to the Thessalonians not in 

vain, not with deceit or impure motives, not with trickery, not with greed. Their goal was 

not to simply flatter them or to seek praise from them, because they came not to please 

mortals, but to please God. 

 



 Paul outlines two ways that they could have approached the Thessalonians, two different 

paths of ministry they could have taken: one that uses an erroneous or impure source, 

where the goal is to build and move up the hierarchical ladder through trickery and flattery; 

or one where, as a result of their courage and faith in God and God’s commissioning of 

them, the goal is to work to please God by gently and genuinely sharing the gospel with 

others. For Paul, a person’s motives and approach to their work needs to be consistent 

with its source; and Paul’s source—God—determines how and why he ministers.   

 

So what does this mean for us today? Well, it can be easy for us to wag our fingers at those 

who we see as doing the unrighteous thing—that is, the deceitful thing, the showy thing 

that uses false words of flattery, the thing with impure motives. But when we do this we 

create “us” and “them.” And if we think those things about other people, there are other 

people who most certainly think those things about us. So then, we’re at a standstill.  

 

If there’s one thing we unquestionably learn from Paul, it’s that being a Christian—having 

faith in God, and following the teachings of Christ—is not always easy. We learn this from 

Luther, too. But Paul refuses to give up on God, trusting that God will never give up on him. 

And through that trust, that faith, everything that pours out of Paul is done to the glory of 

God. If we erase “us” and “them” and focus instead on doing our work for God, how 

different might our outcomes be? If we speak like Paul does, with courage in God, and 

gently, like a parent caring for their own children, how might things change? The biggest 

mistake you can make is to claim faith in God, but only for your own sake. God does not 

exist for you, independent of every other person. God is a God of all nations, of all 

communities, of all groups and churches and people. If you were to seek God as the source 

of your motives and your work, but only so you can be seen as righteous in God’s eyes, then 

you’ve missed the point.  

 

When we take a closer look at Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, he lists not only the 

deceitful things that he and companions have not done, but also what they have done and 

who motivated them. And the answer is God. But it is also the Thessalonians. “So deeply do 

we care for you,” Paul says, “that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel 

of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us” (1 Thessalonians 

2:8). Paul points to their God-as-source motives as something to be shared, and not just so 

people might accept Christ and be justified and saved, but so that they can journey 

together, so they can get to know one another deeply, intimately, and become dear to one 

another, even if they don’t get along all the time. It’s not just about seeing God as your 

personal source, but seeing God as the source of your community, as small or as large as 

that may be. Paul and his companions wanted to share themselves with the Thessalonians, 

because they were dear to them. Luther wanted to share his knowledge and understanding 



with others because he cared deeply for their souls and didn’t want them to be tricked 

anymore. 

 

Faith isn’t just about righteousness and happiness and following God’s instructions. Faith is 

relational. And when we choose to draw from God as the source of our life and our faith, 

we discover deep and meaningful connections with our God and with one another. Amen. 


