
Literary Society Book Suggestions 2022-2023 

1. The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams 

In 1901, the word ‘Bondmaid’ was discovered missing from the Oxford English Dictionary. This is the story of 

the girl who stole it. 

 

Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood in the 

‘Scriptorium’, a garden shed in Oxford where her father and a team of dedicated lexicographers are 

collecting words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table, 

unseen and unheard. One day a slip of paper containing the word ‘bondmaid’ flutters to the floor.  

Set when the women’s suffrage movement was at its height and the Great War loomed, The Dictionary of 

Lost Words reveals a lost narrative, hidden between the lines of a history written by men. It’s a delightful, 

lyrical and deeply thought-provoking celebration of words, and the power of language to shape the world 

and our experience of it. 

2. Four Winds by Kristin Hannah 

Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought has broken the Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to 

keep their land and their livelihoods as the crops are failing, the water is drying up, and dust threatens to 

bury them all. One of the darkest periods of the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl era, has arrived with a 

vengeance. 

In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli—like so many of her neighbors—must make an 

agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or go west, to California, in search of a better life. The Four 

Winds is an indelible portrait of America and the American Dream, as seen through the eyes of one 

indomitable woman whose courage and sacrifice will come to define a generation. 

3. Such A Fun Age by Kiley Reid 

A striking and surprising debut novel from an exhilarating new voice, Such a Fun Age is a page-turning and 

big-hearted story about race and privilege, set around a young black babysitter, her well-intentioned 

employer, and a surprising connection that threatens to undo them both. 

Alix Chamberlain is shocked when her babysitter, Emira Tucker, is confronted while watching the 

Chamberlains' toddler one night, walking the aisles of their local high-end supermarket. The store's 

security guard, seeing a young black woman out late with a white child, accuses Emira of kidnapping two-

year-old Briar. 

With empathy and piercing social commentary, Such a Fun Age explores the stickiness of transactional 

relationships, what it means to make someone family, and the complicated reality of being a grown up. It 

is a searing debut for our times. 

4. Lessons in Chemistry-Bonnie Garmus 

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out 

that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings 

Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, 

brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her mind. True 

chemistry results. 

Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling cast of supporting 

characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its protagonist. 



5. The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict 

The remarkable, little-known story of Belle da Costa Greene, J. P. Morgan's personal librarian—who 
became one of the most powerful women in New York despite the dangerous secret she kept in order to 
make her dreams come true.  
The Personal Librarian tells the story of an extraordinary woman, famous for her intellect, style, and wit, 
and shares the lengths to which she must go—for the protection of her family and her legacy—to 
preserve her carefully crafted white identity in the racist world in which she lives. 
 
6. Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro 
 
From her place in the store, Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, watches 
carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those who pass on the street outside. She 
remains hopeful that a customer will soon choose her, but when the possibility emerges that her 
circumstances may change forever, Klara is warned not to invest too much in the promises of humans. 
 
In Klara and the Sun, Kazuo Ishiguro looks at our rapidly changing modern world through the eyes of an 
unforgettable narrator to explore a fundamental question: what does it mean to love? 
 
7. The Foundling by Ann Leary 
 
It’s 1927 and eighteen-year-old Mary Engle is hired to work as a secretary at a remote but scenic institution 
for mentally disabled women called the Nettleton State Village for Feebleminded Women of Childbearing 
Age. She’s immediately in awe of her employer—brilliant, genteel Dr. Agnes Vogel. 
 
Dr. Vogel had been the only woman in her class in medical school. As a young psychiatrist she was an 
outspoken crusader for women’s suffrage. Now, at age forty, Dr. Vogel runs one of the largest and most 
self-sufficient public asylums for women in the country. Mary deeply admires how dedicated the doctor is 
to the poor and vulnerable women under her care. 
 
Soon after she’s hired, Mary learns that a girl from her childhood orphanage is one of the inmates. Mary 
remembers Lillian as a beautiful free spirit with a sometimes-tempestuous side. Could she be mentally 
disabled? When Lillian begs Mary to help her escape, alleging the asylum is not what it seems, Mary is 
faced with a terrible choice. Should she trust her troubled friend with whom she shares a dark childhood 
secret? Mary’s decision triggers a hair-raising sequence of events with life-altering consequences for all. 
 
Inspired by a true story about the author’s grandmother, The Foundling offers a rare look at a shocking 
chapter of American history. This gripping page-turner will have readers on the edge of their seats right up 
to the stunning last page…asking themselves, “Did this really happen here?” 
 
8.  The Chocolate Maker's Wife by Karen Brooks 
 
Damnation has never been so sweet... 
 
Growing up in an impoverished household with a brutal family, Rosamund Tomkins is both relieved and 
terrified when her parents all but sell her in a marriage of convenience to a wealthy nobleman, Sir Everard 
Blithman. Though Rosamund will finally be free of the torment she’d become accustomed to in her 
childhood home, she doesn’t know if she’s traded one evil for another. But much to her surprise, 
Rosamund soon discovers that her arranged marriage is more of a blessing than curse. For her new 



husband recognizes not only Rosamund’s unusual beauty, but also her charm and vibrancy, which seem to 
enchant almost everyone who crosses her path. 
 
Sir Everard presides over a luxurious London chocolate house where wealthy and well-connected men go 
to be seen, exchange news, and indulge in the sweet and heady drink to which they have become 
addicted. It is a life of luxury and power that Rosamund had never imagined for herself, and she thrives in 
it, quickly becoming the most talked-about woman in society, desired and respected in equal measure. But 
when disaster strikes, Rosamund stands on the brink of losing all she possesses. Determined not to return 
to poverty, Rosamund makes a deal with the devil that could preserve her place in society—or bring her 
the greatest downfall. 
 
Set against the decadent, chaotic backdrop of Restoration London, the plague, and the Great Fire, The 
Chocolate Maker’s Wife is a tale of revenge and redemption, love and hope—and the sweet, sinister 
temptation of chocolate. 
 
9. Laughing All the Way to the Mosque by Zarqa Nawaz *nonfiction 
 
Zarqa Nawaz has always straddled two cultures. She's just as likely to be agonizing over which sparkly 
earrings will "pimp out" her hijab as to be flirting with the Walmart meat manager in a futile attempt to 
secure halal chicken the day before Eid. 
 
Little Mosque on the Prairie brought Zarqa's own laugh-out-loud take on her everyday culture clash to 
viewers around the world. And now, in Laughing All the Way to the Mosque, she tells the sometimes 
absurd, sometimes challenging, always funny stories of being Zarqa in a western society. From explaining 
to the plumber why the toilet must be within sitting arm's reach of the water tap (hint: it involves a 
watering can and a Muslim obsession with cleanliness "down there") to urging the electrician to place an 
eye-height electrical socket for her father-in-law's epilepsy-inducing light-up picture of the Kaaba, Zarqa 
paints a hilarious portrait of growing up in a household where, according to her father, the Quran says it's 
okay to eat at McDonald's-but only if you order the McFish. 
 
10. The Apothecary's Garden by Jeanette Lynes 
 
An enchanting and spirited story about the language of flowers and the supernatural power of love 
 
Belleville, 1860: Lavender Fitch is a twenty-eight-year-old spinster whose station in life is greatly diminished 
after the death of her father, the local apothecary. Her only inheritance is the family house and its 
extensive gardens. To make ends meet, Lavender resorts to selling flowers at the local market. 
 
One day, a glamorous couple step off the train at the railway station. The lady is famed spirit medium 
Allegra Trout, who has arrived for a public show of her skills. With her striking beauty and otherworldly 
charms, Allegra casts a spell over Belleville from the moment she arrives. Her handsome but disfigured 
assistant, Robert, singles out Lavender as he makes his way through the crowded station. To her surprise, 
he buys her entire cart of flowers. 
 
The arrival of the legendary medium is well-timed. Lavender has been searching for a secret cache of 
money and can make use of Allegra's powers to contact her dead mother for clues to its location. As the 
Trouts remain in town, preparing an encore presentation of their mystical extravaganza, Robert and 
Lavender begin to grow close. 
 



While the town's anticipation for Allegra's final show begins to mount, so do Lavender's questions. Will the 
spirits make contact with the living, or is Allegra a fraud? Is Robert really Allegra's brother, or is something 
else going on? Will Robert and Lavender's relationship continue to blossom, or will it collapse under the 
weight of deception? Will Lavender find the money left by her mother, or will she be forced from her home 
and her beloved garden? 
 
11. At last Count by Claire Ross Dunn 

For readers who love Mark Haddon, Miriam Toews, and Sally Rooney 

Paisley Ratchford is trying to keep it together, but her world is about to be turned upside down: In six 

weeks, the Toronto apartment building she lives in will be demolished. Thirty-nine years old, with nowhere 

to go and no one to turn to, she tries to regain possession of her childhood home on Amherst Island, a 

tight-knit community at the eastern end of Lake Ontario. 

Doubly unfortunate for Paisley, the lawyer assigned to assist her is her old classmate and tormentor, 

Garnet Mulligan. It's more than enough to reignite the obsessive-compulsive disorder that has only ever 

offered Paisley a semblance of control. Her old compulsion to count in sets of eight had little effect on 

thwarting her bullies, the crisis engulfing her parents, and the mental illness that caused her mother to 

open their home to a horde of feral cats--all of which return to haunt her. 

Having Garnet represent her case feels risky, but the impending eviction forces her to take a chance, and it 

pays off: by facing Garnet and her past, she learns that, although her OCD will never disappear, it can be 

managed, especially if she's got a shot at a future, a roof over her head, and the possibility of love. 

At Last Count is a wise and often laugh-out-loud funny tale that proves we don't always need to believe 

everything our brain tells us. 

12. Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life by Tish Harrison Warren *nonfiction 

Many of us go through the day feeling like we don't have time for God. But God can become present to us 

in surprising ways through our everyday routines. Framed around one ordinary day, this book explores 

daily life through the lens of liturgy, small practices and habits that form us. Each chapter looks at 

something making the bed, brushing her teeth, losing her keys that the author does in the day. Drawing 

from the diversity of her life as a campus minister, Anglican priest, friend, wife, and mother, Tish Harrison 

Warren opens up a practical theology of the everyday. Each activity is related to a spiritual practice as well 

as an aspect of our Sunday worship. Come and discover the holiness of your every day." 

13. In Love: A Memoir of Love and Loss by Amy Bloom 

Amy Bloom began to notice changes in her husband, Brian: He retired early from a new job he loved; he 

withdrew from close friendships; he talked mostly about the past. Suddenly, it seemed there was a glass 

wall between them, and their long walks and talks stopped. Their world was altered forever when an MRI 

confirmed what they could no longer ignore: Brian had Alzheimer's disease. 

Forced to confront the truth of the diagnosis and its impact on the future he had envisioned, Brian was 

determined to die on his feet, not live on his knees. Supporting each other in their last journey together, 

Brian and Amy made the unimaginably difficult and painful decision to go to Dignitas, an organization 

based in Switzerland that empowers a person to end their own life with dignity and peace. 

 



In this heartbreaking and surprising memoir, Bloom sheds light on a part of life we so often shy away from 

discussing--its ending. Written in Bloom's captivating, insightful voice and with her trademark wit and 

candor, In Love is an unforgettable portrait of a beautiful marriage, and a boundary-defying love. 

14. All Ships Follow Me: A Family Memoir of War Across Three Continents by Mieke Eerkens 

An engrossing, epic saga of one family’s experiences on both sides of WWII, All Ships Follow Me questions 

our common narrative of the conflict and our stark notions of victim and perpetrator, while tracing the 

lasting effects of war through several generations. 

In March 1942, Mieke Eerkens’ father was a ten-year-old boy living in the Dutch East Indies. When the 

Japanese invaded the island he, his family, and one hundred thousand other Dutch civilians were interned 

in a concentration camp and forced into hard labor for three years. After the Japanese surrendered, 

Mieke’s father and his family were set free in a country that plunged immediately into civil war. 

Across the globe in the Netherlands, police carried a crying five-year-old girl out of her home at war’s end, 

abandoned and ostracized as a daughter of Nazi sympathizers. This was Mieke's mother. She would be left 

on the street in front of her sealed home as her parents were taken away and imprisoned in the same 

camps where the country’s Jews had recently been held. Many years later, Mieke’s parents met, got 

married, and moved to California, where she and her siblings were born. While her parents lived far from 

the events of their past, the effects of the war would continue to be felt in their daily lives and in the lives 

of their children. 

All Ships Follow Me moves from Indonesia to the Netherlands to the United States, and spans generations, 

as Mieke recounts her parents' lives during and just after the war, and travels with them in the present day 

to the sites of their childhood in an attempt to understand their experiences and how it formed them. All 

Ships Follow Me is a deeply personal, sweeping saga of the wounds of war, and the way trauma can be 

passed down through generations. 

15. A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles  

With his breakout debut novel, Rules of Civility, Amor Towles established himself as a master of absorbing, 

sophisticated fiction, bringing late 1930s Manhattan to life with splendid atmosphere and a flawless 

command of style. Readers and critics were enchanted; as NPR commented, “Towles writes with grace 

and verve about the mores and manners of a society on the cusp of radical change.” 

A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of Count Alexander 

Rostov. When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is 

sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an 

indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room 

while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. 

Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a much larger world of emotional 

discovery. 

Brimming with humour, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered scene after another, 

this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavour to gain a deeper understanding of what 

it means to be a man of purpose. 

 

 



16. The Girl with the Louding Voice by Abi Daré 

The unforgettable, inspiring story of a teenage girl growing up in a rural Nigerian village who longs to get 

an education so that she can find her “louding voice” and speak up for herself, The Girl with the Louding 

Voice is a simultaneously heartbreaking and triumphant tale about the power of fighting for your dreams. 

Despite the seemingly insurmountable obstacles in her path, Adunni never loses sight of her goal of 

escaping the life of poverty she was born into so that she can build the future she chooses for herself - and 

help other girls like her do the same. 

Her spirited determination to find joy and hope in even the most difficult circumstances imaginable will 

“break your heart and then put it back together again” (Jenna Bush Hager on The Today Show) even as 

Adunni shows us how one courageous young girl can inspire us all to reach for our dreams...and maybe 

even change the world. 

17. Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe 

In 2014, Maia Kobabe, who uses e/em/eir pronouns, thought that a comic of reading statistics would be the 

last autobiographical comic e would ever write. At the time, it was the only thing e felt comfortable with 

strangers knowing about em. Now, Gender Queer is here. Maia's intensely cathartic autobiography charts 

eir journey of self-identity, which includes the mortification and confusion of adolescent crushes, grappling 

with how to come out to family and society, bonding with friends over erotic gay fanfiction, and facing the 

trauma of pap smears. Started as a way to explain to eir family what it means to be nonbinary and asexual, 

Gender Queer is more than a personal story: it is a useful and touching guide on gender identity—what it 

means and how to think about it—for advocates, friends, and humans everywhere. 

18. Green Grass, Running Water by Thomas King 

Strong, Sassy women and hard-luck hardheaded men, all searching for the middle ground between Native 

American tradition and the modern world, perform an elaborate dance of approach and avoidance in this 

magical, rollicking tale by Cherokee author Thomas King. Alberta is a university professor who would like 

to trade her two boyfriends for a baby but no husband; Lionel is forty and still sells televisions for a 

patronizing boss; Eli and his log cabin stand in the way of a profitable dam project. These three—and 

others—are coming to the Blackfoot reservation for the Sun Dance and there they will encounter four 

Indian elders and their companion, the trickster Coyote—and nothing in the small town of Blossom will be 

the same again… 

19. The Orenda by Joseph Boyden 

In the remote winter landscape a brutal massacre and the kidnapping of a young Iroquois girl violently re-

ignites a deep rift between two tribes. The girl’s captor, Bird, is one of the Huron Nation’s great warriors 

and statesmen. Years have passed since the murder of his family, and yet they are never far from his mind. 

In the girl, Snow Falls, he recognizes the ghost of his lost daughter, but as he fights for her heart and 

allegiance, small battles erupt into bigger wars as both tribes face a new, more dangerous threat from 

afar. 

Traveling with the Huron is Christophe, a charismatic missionary who has found his calling among the tribe 

and devotes himself to learning and understanding their customs and language. An emissary from distant 

lands, he brings much more than his faith to this new world, with its natural beauty and riches. 

 



As these three souls dance with each other through intricately woven acts of duplicity, their social, political 

and spiritual worlds collide - and a new nation rises from a world in flux. 

20. Three Day Road by Joseph Boyden 

It is 1919, and Niska, the last Oji-Cree woman to live off the land, has received word that one of the two 

boys she saw off to the Great War has returned. Xavier Bird, her sole living relation, is gravely wounded 

and addicted to morphine. As Niska slowly paddles her canoe on the three-day journey to bring Xavier 

home, travelling through the stark but stunning landscape of Northern Ontario, their respective stories 

emerge—stories of Niska’s life among her kin and of Xavier’s horrifying experiences in the killing fields of 

Ypres and the Somme. 

21. Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese 

Saul Indian Horse has hit bottom. His last binge almost killed him, and now he’s a reluctant resident in a 

treatment centre for alcoholics, surrounded by people he’s sure will never understand him. But Saul wants 

peace, and he grudgingly comes to see that he’ll find it only through telling his story. With him, readers 

embark on a journey back through the life he’s led as a northern Ojibway, with all its joys and sorrows. 

With compassion and insight, author Richard Wagamese traces through his fictional characters the decline 

of a culture and a cultural way. For Saul, taken forcibly from the land and his family when he’s sent to 

residential school, salvation comes for a while through his incredible gifts as a hockey player. But in the 

harsh realities of 1960s Canada, he battles obdurate racism and the spirit-destroying effects of cultural 

alienation and displacement. Indian Horse unfolds against the bleak loveliness of northern Ontario, all 

rock, marsh, bog and cedar. Wagamese writes with a spare beauty, penetrating the heart of a remarkable 

Ojibway man. 

22. What Strange Paradise by Omar El Akkad 

More bodies have washed up on the shores of a small island. Another overfilled, ill-equipped, dilapidated 

ship has sunk under the weight of its too many passengers: Syrians, Ethiopians, Egyptians, Lebanese, 

Palestinians, all of them desperate to escape untenable lives back in their homelands. But miraculously, 

someone has survived the passage: nine-year-old Amir, a Syrian boy who is soon rescued by Vanna. Vanna 

is a teenage girl, who, despite being native to the island, experiences her own sense of homelessness in a 

place and among people she has come to disdain. And though Vanna and Amir are complete strangers, 

though they don't speak a common language, Vanna is determined to do whatever it takes to save the 

boy. 

In alternating chapters, we learn about Amir's life and how he came to be on the boat, and we follow him 

and the girl as they make their way toward safety. What Strange Paradise is the story of two children 

finding their way through a hostile world. But it is also a story of empathy and indifference, of hope and 

despair--and about the way each of those things can blind us to reality. 

23. The Son of the House by Cheluchi Onyemelukwe-Onuobia 

The lives of two Nigerian women divided by class and social inequality intersect when they're kidnapped, 

held captive, and forced to await their fate together. 

In the Nigerian city of Enugu, young Nwabulu, a housemaid since the age of ten, dreams of becoming a 

typist as she endures her employers’ endless chores. She is tall and beautiful and in love with a rich man’s 

son. 



 

Educated and privileged, Julie is a modern woman. Living on her own, she is happy to collect the gold 

jewellery lovestruck Eugene brings her, but has no intention of becoming his second wife. 

When a kidnapping forces Nwabulu and Julie into a dank room years later, the two women relate the 

stories of their lives as they await their fate. 

Pulsing with vitality and intense human drama, Cheluchi Onyemelukwe-Onuobia’s debut is set against four 

decades of vibrant Nigeria, celebrating the resilience of women as they navigate and transform what 

remains a man’s world. 

24. Glorious Frazzled Beings by Angélique Lalonde 

Four sisters and their mother explore their fears while teeny ghost people dress up in fragments of their 

children’s clothes. A somewhat-ghost tends the family garden. Deep in the mountains, a shapeshifting 

mother must sift through her ancestors’ gifts and the complexities of love when one boy is born with a 

beautiful set of fox ears and another is not. In the wake of her elderly mother’s tragic death, a daughter 

tries to make sense of the online dating profile she left behind. And a man named Pooka finds new ways to 

weave new stories into his abode, in spite of his inherited suffering. 

A startling and beguiling story collection, Glorious Frazzled Beings is a love song to the homes we make, 

keep, and break. 

25. Tainna: The Unseen Ones by Norma Dunning 

Drawing on both lived experience and cultural memory, Norma Dunning brings together six powerful new 

short stories centred on modern-day Inuk characters in Tainna. Ranging from homeless to extravagantly 

wealthy, from spiritual to jaded, young to elderly, and even from alive to deceased, Dunning’s characters 

are united by shared feelings of alienation, displacement and loneliness resulting from their experiences in 

southern Canada. 

In Tainna—meaning “the unseen ones” and pronounced Da‐e‐nn‐a—a fraught reunion between sisters Sila 

and Amak ends in an uneasy understanding. From the spirit realm, Chevy Bass watches over his imperilled 

grandson, Kunak. And in the title story, the broken-hearted Bunny wanders onto a golf course on a 

freezing night, when a flock of geese stand vigil until her body is discovered by a kind stranger. 

Norma Dunning’s masterful storytelling uses humour and incisive detail to create compelling characters 

who discover themselves in a hostile land where prejudice, misogyny and inequity are most often found 

hidden in plain sight. There, they must rely on their wits, artistic talent, senses of humour and spirituality 

for survival; and there, too, they find solace in shining moments of reconnection with their families and 

communities. 

26. Fight Night by Miriam Toews 

Fight Night is told in the unforgettable voice of Swiv, a nine-year-old living in Toronto with her pregnant 

mother, who is raising Swiv while caring for her own elderly, frail, yet extraordinarily lively mother. When 

Swiv is expelled from school, Grandma takes on the role of teacher and gives her the task of writing to 

Swiv's absent father about life in the household during the last trimester of the pregnancy. In turn, Swiv 

gives Grandma an assignment: to write a letter to "Gord," her unborn grandchild (and Swiv's soon-to-be 

brother or sister). "You’re a small thing," Grandma writes to Gord, "and you must learn to fight." 



 

As Swiv records her thoughts and observations, Fight Night unspools the pain, love, laughter, and above 

all, will to live a good life across three generations of women in a close-knit family. But it is Swiv’s 

exasperating, wise and irrepressible Grandma who is at the heart of this novel: someone who knows 

intimately what it costs to survive in this world, yet has found a way—painfully, joyously, ferociously—to 

love and fight to the end, on her own terms. 

27. Probably Ruby by Lisa Bird-Wilson 

An Indigenous woman adopted by white parents goes in search of her identity in this unforgettable debut 

novel about family, race, and history--"a celebration of our universal desire to love and be loved" (Imbolo 

Mbue, author of Behold the Dreamers) 

This is the story of a woman in search of herself, in every sense. When we first meet Ruby, a Métis woman 

in her thirties, her life is spinning out of control. She's angling to sleep with her counselor while also 

rekindling an old relationship she knows will only bring more heartache. But as we soon learn, Ruby's story 

is far more complex than even she can imagine. 

Given up for adoption as an infant, Ruby is raised by a white couple who understand little of her 

Indigenous heritage. This is the great mystery that hovers over Ruby's life--who her people are and how to 

reconcile what is missing. As the novel spans time and multiple points of view, we meet the people 

connected to Ruby: her birth parents and grandparents; her adoptive parents; the men and women Ruby 

has been romantically involved with; a beloved uncle; and Ruby's children. Taken together, these 

characters form a kaleidoscope of stories, giving Ruby’s life dignity and meaning. Probably Ruby is a 

dazzling novel about a bold, unapologetic woman taking control of her life and story, and marks the debut 

of a major new voice in Indigenous fiction. 

28. Born a Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood *memoir 

The memoir of one man’s coming-of-age, set during the twilight of apartheid and the tumultuous days of 

freedom that followed. 

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a 

criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when 

such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was 

kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his 

mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated 

by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, 

living openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. 

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles 

to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s 

relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman 

determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten 

her own life. 

29. Think Again by Adam Grant *nonfiction 

Think Again is a book about the benefit of doubt, and about how we can get better at embracing the 

unknown and the joy of being wrong. Evidence has shown that creative geniuses are not attached to one 



identity, but constantly willing to rethink their stances and that leaders who admit they don't know 

something and seek critical feedback lead more productive and innovative teams. 

New evidence shows us that as a mindset and a skilllset, rethinking can be taught and Grant explains how 

to develop the necessary qualities to do it. Section 1 explores why we struggle to think again and how we 

can learn to do it as individuals, arguing that 'grit' alone can actually be counterproductive. Section 2 

discusses how we can help others think again through learning about 'argument literacy'. And the final 

section 3 looks at how schools, businesses and governments fall short in building cultures that encourage 

rethinking. 

In the end, learning to rethink may be the secret skill to give you the edge in a world changing faster than 

ever. 

 


