Epiphany Sunday

January 4, 2026

Organ prelude: Fugue on “As with gladness men of old”

*Processional Hymn: As with gladness men of old

1. As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;

as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright:
so, most gracious Lord, may we
ever more be led to thee.

2. As with joyful steps they sped,
Saviour, to thy lowly bed,

there to bend the knee before
thee, whom heaven and earth
adore,

so may we with willing feet

ever seek thy mercy seat.

3. As they offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle rude and bare,

so may we with holy joy,

pure and free from sin's alloy,

all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heavenly
King.

Bruce Nasmith

No. 172
4. Holy Jesus, every day

keep us in the narrow way,

and when earthly things are
past,

bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to
guide,

where no clouds of glory hide.

5. In that heavenly country bright
need they no created light:

thou its light, its joy, its crown,
thou its sun which goes not
down;

there forever may we sing
hallelujahs to our King.

Welcome, Announcements & Worship Theme




CALL TO WORSHIP:
“They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise
of the Lord.” (Isaiah 60:6)

“On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11)

We gather to worship because we want to open ourselves to the
energy flow of Love who is God.

We gather to worship because we want to grow in our faith, our
hope and our love as we engage the world around us.

We gather for worship because we want to connect what we
believe with how we live, and we want to become inspired and
empowered to live as we believe.

ALL: Let us worship God together!

*Hymn: What star is this No. 170
1. What star is this, with beams so bright,

more lovely than the noonday light?

'Tis sent to announce a newborn King,

glad tidings of our God to bring.

2. 'Tis now fulfilled what God decreed,
'From Jacob shall a star proceed,’

and lo! the Eastern sages stand

to read in heaven the Lord's command.

(continued on the next page)




3. O Jesus, while the star of grace
impels us on to seek your face,
let not our slothful hearts refuse
the guidance of your light to use.

4. To God the Father, God the Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One,

may every tongue and nation raise
an endless song of thankful praise.

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done

on earth, as it is in heaven;

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil;

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace of Christ be with you all;
And also with you.

(Children are invited to join in programming following the Passing of the Peace)

Special Music: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness

1. Worship the Lord in the beauty of Holiness;
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;

With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!

Monsell




2. Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness;

High on his heart he will bear it for thee,

Comfort they sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

3. Fear not to enter his courts, in the slenderness
Of the poor wealth thou canst reckon as thine;
Truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness,
These are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

4. These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
He will accept for the Name that is dear,

Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,

Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.

5. O Worship the Lord in the beauty of Holiness;
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;

With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name.

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12

Erin Stone

INTRO: Our first scripture reading comes from the prophet Isaiah 60: 1-
6. A great vision is proclaimed. The peoples will return to their land
from which they have been exiled. The light of God shall lead them and
the light of God shall abide with them. So bright will be this light that
peoples from many nations will see it and come to share in it, bringing

many gifts. Listen:

Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,

and God’s glory will appear over you.




3 Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
> Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
® A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. Amen.

INTRO: our second reading comes from the gospel of Matthew 2: 1-12.
The ancient prophecy of Isaiah has come to fulfillment in a special way
when Jesus is born. A divine light will lead them once again and they
will come to behold the divine light embodied in a child. They will also,
once again, bring gifts. Listen:

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, *asking, ‘Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; #and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
¢ “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;




for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israe
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. 3Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.’ °When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. ®When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. "On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road. Amen.

I”

We are listening, O God;

Speak to us!
Sermon: BEING A CHRISTIAN IN A PLURALISTIC WORLD Dr. Harris
Special Music: A Shelter Jim Nasmith

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Pastoral Concern

*Hymn: We three kings No. 173
1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light,
star of royal beauty bright,

westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.




2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. (Refrain)

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light,
star of royal beauty bright,

westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

3. Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh,
prayer and praising, voices raising, worshipping God on high. (Refrain)

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom,
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
(Refrain)

5. Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and sacrifice:
hallelujah, hallelujah, sounds through the earth and skies. (Refrain)

Benediction
*Threefold Amen

Organ postlude: Variations on “What star is this” Bruce Nasmith

*Remain seated if you are more comfortable

o~

We invite you to join us for coffee hour and some light refreshments in our
adjacent hall after the service.
All are welcome!

~

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH:
To become the hands, feet, voice and heart of Christ for each other
and in the world.




Coming Events

Sunday, January 4 Monday, January 19

Epiphany Sunday Dance Fitness, 10:00am

Monday, January 5 Wednesday, January 21

Dance Fitness, 10:00am Winter Study Begins: “The
Politics of Leadership”, 7:30pm

Friday, January 9 in person & online

Youth Group Excursion, 7pm
Sunday, January 25
Sunday, January 11 Epiphany 3 Sunday
Baptism of Jesus Sunday
Monday, January 26
Monday, January 12 Dance Fitness, 10:00am
Dance Fitness, 10:00am
Tuesday, January 27
Sunday, January 18 Book Club, “Almond” by Won-
Epiphany 2 Sunday Pyung Sohn, 7:30pm via zoom

% Armour Heights Presbyterian Church
105 Wilson Avenue, Toronto M5M 2Z9
Church: (416) 485-4000, estone@armourheights.org
Website: www.armourheights.org
“Discover the vitality of faith”




BEING A CHRISTIAN IN A PLURALISTIC WORLD
Isaiah 60: 1-6. Matthew 2: 1-12

What does it mean to be a Christian in 20262 We live in a world of many
faiths and no faith. We also live in a world where people who claim the
same faith are often very different in their morals and their ethics.
What do you believe? How do you live? What commitments have you
made in life? What values do you hold as standards to aspire to? Who
are the models and heroes you look up to?

Just claiming to be a Christian can mean very little. Without giving clear
content to your brand of Christianity, making a claim is just that: a
claim. There are Christianities and there are Christianities. The
differences within Christianity can be as different as that between
religions. | can have more in common with someone of no faith than
someone who claims to be a Christian with values and practices that
horrify me.

Our scripture readings this morning teach us a lot about Christianity,
but the models of Christianity we are offered are not Christians. The
wise folk who make a long journey to find Jesus in order to worship
him are not Christians. They’re not even Jews. Their religion is not
based on scripture. They are astrologers who study the movement of
the stars in search of revelation from God. They live according to the
seasons and the rhythms of nature as a pathway to inner harmony.
Somehow the movement and the light of a particular star tell them
there is a special child to be born who will open a door to salvation
(wholeness) for all people, not just for Christians.

And just to underscore the divine faithfulness of the wise folk, there
are the contrasting figures of the Jewish king Herod and the chief
priests who are the top religious teachers of their people. Even though
they know about the biblical prophecy pointing to the messiah's birth




in Bethlehem, their sole concern is not finding the messiah to worship
him, but rather, finding him in order to kill him because he will be a
threat to their power and rule. Imagine that!

And what do the wise folk know about this child? Remarkably a lot.
Their gifts reveal their understanding of who he is and what will
happen to him. Gold represents the royalty of a messiah-king.
Frankincense represents divinity and the recognition of divinity in the
child. And Myrrh represents a vision of trouble to come and death
because Myrrh is a spice for a dead body in preparation for burial. Isn't
this all astonishing?!

But you know, there are different ways this story can be interpreted.
And this emerges in the prophecy of Isaiah as much as in the story of
the wise folk we have in our gospel.

One way to interpret this story is as a story of the conquest of
Christianity and Jesus over other faiths and their peoples. “Arise, shine,
your light has come” proclaims the prophecy. “Nations shall come to
your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn... Then you shall
see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you... They shall bring gold
and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.” In other
words, the superiority of truth in Christ and Christianity will draw in all
people along with their wealth, and this is exactly what is happening
with the wise folk from the east. They are bringing their expensive gifts
to baby Jesus and bowing down before him. They are recognizing
Christ as the way, the truth and the life and are submitting to his truth
leaving their former truths of faith behind.

And this is certainly how European Christendom has understood such
prophecy and this story. Europe was to conquer other peoples and
their faiths because Europeans were superior in truth and right and




others were wrong and inferior in their faiths along with their cultures
and civilizations too.

And what is it we are witnessing right now in the U.S among other
places with more fundamentalist forms of Christianity? “We are right
and you are wrong”’, fundamentalists believe. “We are better and
more superior and you need to come to us, submit to us and follow us
because we have the truth. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life and
we have Jesus and you do not. We know Jesus and you do not. We
confess Jesus and you should do the same if you want to be saved and
not end up in hell.”

Second, though, there is the total opposite pushback of our broader
more modern culture of relativity. We all have our truths, and no one
truth is greater than the other. Your truth is your truth and my truth is
my truth. We can discuss and share with one another and learn about
each other’s truths, but ultimately there is no measure of greater or
lesser truth. The wise folk come to honour Jesus out of respect, not
submission. They are gracious neighbours from the east and part of
another faith respecting this new faith emerging with Jesus to be
called Christianity. They are not giving up any of their truth to honour
Jesus. In fact it is through their religious truth that they have also
found Jesus and so honour him.

But the danger of this kind of relativity is that it doesn’t aim higher
than that. Are all religious truths and spiritualities the same in the end?
Different in language and style, yes. Different in history and practice,
yes. But do they all lead to the same destination in the end? We have
no way to decide whether one truth is higher than another if we
subscribe to modern relativity. We hope that all truths together make
us all better, but there is no higher standard or authority to measure
any particular faith as more or less true. This is relativity.




Well beyond these polar opposites, there is another way. Beyond the
way of conquest and the belief that we are better, more superior, and
that we have the truth and others don't, on the one hand, and beyond
the way of relativity where no one truth is any higher than another, on
the other, there is the actual way of Jesus. And the word "way" is
important here. In fact, we read in the bible that the earliest name
given to Christians in the early days of Christianity was simply "the
way." That's what people called those who followed Jesus and
believed in Jesus: Followers of "the way." And this is important. Why?
Because Christianity is not primarily a set of beliefs. Beliefs follow a
way of being and living, a way of committing, engaging and relating.
Whether we live the way perfectly or fail to live it all to often, "the
way" suggests a path, a direction, a journey. What journey are you on?
We're not simply talking about your personal journey here. We're
talking about a set of values and commitments that shape the
direction and focus of our lives, what we aim for, and how we build
relationships. The wise folk followed a way. Their beliefs about Jesus
and what was revealed to them about Jesus within their hearts and
from the stars was about a way that led to the messiah-king.

OK, so what is this way about, then? What makes it "the way'"? Well,
Jesus not only teaches the way, but he also shows the way with his life.
He talks about love of neighbour and he even talks about how love is
greatest when you love not only your friend and family, but even your
enemy. And he demonstrates such love not only by talking it but by
living it through suffering, torture and a cruel death. You love someone
by telling the truth and listening for their truth. And you love someone
by continuing to speak truth even when they attack you and cause you
to suffer. You win not by getting back at them and defeating them by
putting them down. No. You win by continuing to push for justice
without hating or retaliating, but always opening a door to possible




reconciliation and the healing that is necessary for such reconciliation
to happen.

Forgiveness is not just a word, it is a relationship and an experience
that has to keep rising up in you when the bad feelings keep rising up
in you too. Compassion is not just a sentimental feel-good virtue. It is a
strong commitment of presence and accompaniment with another
person or a group of people where you open your heart and your mind
to listen and learn without offering advice or counsel unless that is
what’s sought for. | can go on, but | think you get the picture of "the
way." | can talk about my beliefs, but unless my beliefs grow out of a
way of living and committing my life, for all my imperfections, beliefs
alone matter little. Jesus is my way, my truth and my life because his
way of love has grasped me heart and soul and | have given my heart
over to this way incarnated in the person of Jesus.

As | am baptized into Christ, and as his Spirit begins to move through
me because | welcome the Spirit, | am energized and inspired to keep
deepening my commitment and practice of the way even when | get it
wrong and the trials and tribulations of life twist me up. The Spirit in
me rises up again and moves me forward.

OK, but now we need to ask another question too. Is the way of Jesus
and the way that is incarnated in Jesus only for Christians? What about
other faiths? And what about the wise folk? Do they have the Holy
Spirit? Well, you may not know much about Jesus, but if you embody
something of his kind of love, compassion and commitment to justice
and truth telling on behalf of right, then Jesus is in you more than you
may know. If Jesus is the way, the truth and the life then Jesus can live
inside anyone who embraces such a way, a truth and life no matter
what kind of religion they adhere to. Clearly whatever it is that has
formed them and continues to form them leads them to Jesus and his
way just like the wise folk. They may not confess Jesus as their Lord,




but they live his way better than many who claim to be Christians. If
you know how to take responsibility for your life, how to forgive, how
to love even those who are not friends, how to call for justice without
being poisoned by hate or feelings of retaliation, and if you have
compassion in your heart for the vulnerable and open your heart in
love before judging, then Jesus is in you more than you know. His Spirit
is moving through you more than you know. Jesus is not confined to
the historical man from Nazareth, but has risen to move through all
kinds of folk anywhere in our world. God be praised!

So then, what do we learn about Jesus from the wise folk? We learn
that anyone can find Jesus if they open their heart to worship him and
open their heart to embrace his way which is not about beliefs but
about a way of living, relating, committing and sometimes struggling
with our conscience.

Is this your way? Does worship, prayer and meditation help inspire you
and help you internalize and grow you’re living “the way”’? May 2026
provide fresh opportunity and inspiration for you to follow the way,
the truth and the life that is Jesus in a way that becomes ever more
personal and real for you.

Come, Holy Spirit, come... Amen.




