
Maundy Thursday 
April 2, 2026 

 

Organ prelude: Drop, drop slow tears  Orlando Gibbons 
 

Welcome & Introduction 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me. 
For you have no delight in the sacrifice of animals; 
if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a humble spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, you will not despise. 
(Psalm 51: 10,16,17) 
 

*Hymn: An upper room did our Lord prepare No. 224

1. An Upper Room did our Lord prepare 
for those he loved until the end, 
and his disciples still gather there 
to celebrate their risen Friend. 
 

2. A lasting gift Jesus gave his own 
to share his bread, his loving cup; 
whatever burdens may bow us down, 
he by his cross shall lift us up. 
 

3. And after Supper he washed their feet, 
for service, too, is sacrament; 
in him our joy shall be made complete 
sent out to serve, as he was sent. 
 



4. No end there is! We depart in peace; 
he loves beyond the uttermost; 
in every room in our Father’s house 
he will be there as Lord and Host. 
 
Lessons & Prayers  
 
First Lesson: Genesis 1: 26-28   
26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have responsibility for the fish of the sea, 
and for the birds of the air, and for the cattle, and for all the wild 
animals of the earth, and for every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.’  
27 So God created humankind in God’s image, 
   in the image of God, God created them; 
   male and female God created them.  
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and care for it as it cares for you; and have 
responsibility for the fish of the sea and for the birds of the air and for 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 
 
Unison Prayer: O God, we marvel at your creation, and are awed by 
the great responsibility you have given us in creating us. You have 
made us to care for life and all that lives, so that when life becomes 
fruitful and multiplies, it gives back to us and supports our own 
flourishing. May we find our way back to your creational vision for us, 
and may we rediscover how much our own survival depends on the 
care and repair of our relationship with mother earth. In this holy 
week and Easter season, may we learn from Christ, who stooped to 
wash the feet of those given to his care and responsibility, what this 
all means for us. Amen. 

(The first candle is extinguished) 



Second Lesson: Genesis 9: 8-13  
8 Then God said to Noah and to his children with him, 9‘As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you,10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ 12God said, ‘This is the sign 
of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my 
bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth.  
 
Unison Prayer: Creator God, you have made a covenant with us, to be 
our God and to be steadfast in your commitment toward us despite 
our frequent betrayal of our calling to be your children. You keep 
reaching out to us with the generosity of nature, the people around 
us and the gift of life that is given us day after day and year after year. 
We are humbled by the magnanimity of your love revealed to us in 
these and so many other ways, and we give thanks. Amen. 

(The second candle is extinguished) 
 

Third Lesson: Genesis 22: 15-18  
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven,16and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because 
you have done this, and have not withheld your child, your only child, 
17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as 
the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall enter freely through the gate of your enemies, to bless, 
18and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing 
for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’ 
 



Unison Prayer: Liberating God, like Abraham your servant may we, 
too, entrust all that is ours to you and surrender our very being to 
you, trusting in your blessing to come upon us no matter the 
obstacles. May those who cause us trouble be open to peace because 
we refuse to make enemies of them, and may your peace and love 
rise up stronger than ever in and through us, bearing witness to what 
healing and reconciliation are yet possible; Amen. 

(The third candle is extinguished) 
 

Fourth Lesson: Exodus 14: 19-22  
19 The angel of God who was going before the Hebrews moved and 
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them 
and took its place behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt 
and the Hebrews. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it 
lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 21 Then 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; 
and the waters were divided. 22The Hebrews went into the sea on dry 
ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. 
 
Unison Prayer: Empowering God, through your servant Moses you 
worked tremendous miracles of faith bearing fruit in action.  He 
believed in you even against impossible odds. May we too be opened 
to the possibilities you can accomplish in our lives beyond the 
seeming impossibilities that weigh heavy upon us. May faith in what 
you can do become active in and through us; Amen. 

(The fourth candle is extinguished) 
 
Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 55: 1-3a, 6-7  
Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
   come to the waters; 



and you that have no money, 
   come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
   without money and without price.  
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food.  
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
   my steadfast, sure love for David.  
6 Seek God while God may be found, 
   call upon the Lord while the Holy One is near;  
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
   and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that the Lord may have mercy on them, 
   and to our God, for God will abundantly pardon. 

 
Unison Prayer: Nourishing God, we thank you for the abundance of 
food and drink that surrounds us. Especially we thank you this night 
for bread and wine, nourishment for our bodies and for our souls. 
Amen. 

(The fifth candle is extinguished) 
 
Sixth Lesson: Ezekiel 36: 24-28  
24I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the 
countries, and bring you into your own land. 25I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and you shall be clean from all that contaminates you, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26A new heart I will give you, 
and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body 
the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27I will put my spirit 



within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe 
my ordinances. 28Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your 
ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
Unison Prayer: Wondrous God, cleanse us and renew us. Break 
through our hardness of heart which we allow to form in us in order 
to protect us from life. Give us hearts of flesh and blood so that we 
can feel life in all its fullness: its pain, which can make us more 
compassionate, and beyond pain to that mysterious joy which only 
you can give, a joy that centers and enlivens us beyond anything this 
world can do to us. Amen. 

(The sixth candle is extinguished) 
 
Seventh Lesson: John 13: 1-17, 34-35  
13Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to 
betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied 
a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are 
you going to wash my feet?’  
7Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later 
you will understand.’ 8Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with 
me.’9Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does 
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 



clean, though not all of you.’ 11For he knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 
12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done 
to you?13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 
what I am.14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I 
tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these 
things, you are blessed if you do them. 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 
 
Unison Prayer: Lord Jesus, we cannot understand it.  The night before 
your passion when you would be abandoned by all, you took a towel 
and water and washed the feet of your disciples.  Such humility, such 
love, is too wonderful for us to digest.  Yet we need you more than 
anything we have ever needed.  May the bread we eat and the cup we 
drink become in us your very life rising anew, and may we be 
transformed.  Amen. 

(The seventh candle is extinguished) 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

*Hymn: A new commandment No. 225 

1. “A new commandment I give unto you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

By this shall all know you are my disciples: 

if you have love one for another; 



By this shall all know  you are my disciples: 

if you have love one for another.” 
 

2. “Je vous commande, me frères, mes soeurs: 

Aimez-vous les uns les autres comme moi, j’ai aimé. 

Aimez-vous les uns les autres comme moi, j’ai aimé. 

Et tous verront que vous êtes mes disciples 

si vous aimez les unless autres, et tous verront  

que vous êtes mes disciples.” 

Holy Communion  
Confessing our faith  

A CHRISTIAN CREED BASED ON THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
FROM: IONA, SCOTLAND; Modified for AHPC 

 

We Believe in God above us, 
Maker and sustainer of all that lives, 

Of sun, moon and stars, 
Of water, air, and earth, 

Of male and female, 
All genders, colours and cultures. 

 

We believe in God beside us, 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 
He was tortured and nailed to a cross. 

He bore the suffering of others, but died himself forsaken. 
He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

And his reign will come on earth. 
 

(continued next page) 



We believe in God within us, 
The Holy Spirit of transforming flame, 

Life-Giving breath of the church, 
Energy of healing, justice and forgiveness, 
Source of resurrection and life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Lord's Supper 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving & the Lord's Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
------------------------ 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
------------------------- 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.  Hallelujah! 
------------------------- 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
And forgive us our trespasses, 



As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
Forever. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Sharing of Elements 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this meal, united us 
with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your 
eternal kingdom. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 
  
*Hymn: Great God, your love has called us here No. 226

1. Great God, your love has called us here,  
as we, by love for love were made.  
Your living likeness still we bear,  
though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed.  
We come, with all our heart and mind,  
your call to hear, your love to find. 
 

2. We come with self-inflicted pains of  
broken trust and chosen wrong,  
half-free, half-bound  
by inner chains,  
by social forces swept along,  
by powers and systems close confined  
yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 
 



3. Great God, in Christ you call our name  
and then receive us as your own,  
not through some merit, right or claim,  
but by your gracious love alone.  
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat  
and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 

4. Then take the towel,  
and break the bread,  
and humble us, and call us friends.  
Suffer and serve till all are fed,  
and show how grandly love intends  
to work till all creation sings,  
to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 

5. Great God, in Christ you set us free,  
your life to live, your joy to share.  
Give us your Spirit’s liberty  
to turn from guilt and dull despair  
and to offer all that faith can do,  
while love is making all things new. 
 
Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 

 
Organ postlude: Sarabande  G. F. Handel 
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