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As a society, we are no less obsessed with the immediate
than when Eugene Peterson first wrote this Christian classic.
If anything, email and the Internet may have intensified our

quest for a quick fix.

But Peterson's time-tested prescription for discipleship remains the same--a long
obedience in the same direction. Tucked away in the Hebrew Psalter, Peterson
discovered "an old dog-eared songbook," the Songs of Ascents that were sung by
pilgrims on their way up to worship in Jerusalem. In these songs (Psalms 120-134)
Peterson finds encouragement for modern pilgrims as we learn to grow in worship,
service, joy, work, happiness, humility, community and blessing.

Eugene H. Peterson (1932-2018) was a pastor, scholar, author, and poet. He wrote
more than thirty books, including his widely acclaimed paraphrase of the Bible The
Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language and bestselling spiritual formation
classic A Long Obedience in the Same Direction. Peterson was founding pastor of
Christ Our King Presbyterian Church in Bel Air, Maryland, where he served for
twenty-nine years before retiring in 1991. With degrees from Seattle Pacific, New York
Theological Seminary, and Johns Hopkins University, he served as professor of spiritual
theology at Regent College in Vancouver, British Columbia, until retiring in 2006.
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