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i THE SUNDAT

U, § FIGHTS MARIHUANA EVIL

Pending Bil Aims it Fines and Prion Terms at Doug
Peddlers Responsible for ncreaed “Reefer” Smokin
Among Youth of Washington,







DOOR has at last been opened

to effective control
traffic here in mariliuana,

called by the Bureau of Nar-

of

the

cotics the most dangerous of drugs.

The House Ways and Means Com-
mittee concluded hearings a week ago
on A marihuana control bill by Chair-
man Doughton, The bill is now being

considered in executive session.

Its

enactment not only would provide for
Federal regulation, but would give to
the District something it has never
had—an eflective means to combat

the marihuana menace.

Q







Every State has marihuana legisla-
tion of one sort or another, Thirty of
them regulate the traffic under the
uniform narcotic drug act. Seven pro-
hibit cultivation. The Mexican gov-
ernment bans cultivation or sale, pro-
viding severe penalties for violations.
Florida sends marihuana law violators
to prison for as much as seven years.

Q






In Washington, however, all that
can be done at present is to prosecute
marthuana traffickers for practicing
pharmacy without a license, Sole pun-
ishment for this offense is a $60 fine,
whereas the pending bill would pro-
vide fines up to $3,000 and imprison-
ment up to five years—not for un-
licensed practice, of course, but for
out-ands~out illegal handling of mari-

huana.
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Two years ago the Narcotics Bu-
peall made a survey in co-operation
with the Metropolitan Police and
within & week had arrested 15 ped-
dlers, The only action that could be
taken against them wes 10 charge
tiem with practicing pharmacy with-
out a license,





































Two months ago Dr&J, Bouquet, in-

gpector of pharmacles, Tunis, gave
some Interesting side lights on the his-

fory of marfhuana in & report to a

gubcommittee of the League of Nations
dvisory Committee on Traffic in|
lum and Other Dangerous Drugs.













THE English word “assassin” has its
origin in hashish. In 1080 A.D.

the religious order or sect of Hashi-
shan (Assassins) was founded in Per-

sia, and the numerous acts of cruelty

of this sect were known not only in
Asia, but in Europe. This branch of
the Shiite sect, the Ismalites, got, its
name from the members addicted to
hashish.







To the Greeks the plant was known
as ‘‘Nepenthe.” Homer lauds it in
his “Odyssey.” Its eflect upon the
Malays, according to the Narcotic Bu-
reau, has been anvthing but laudable.
Natives of the Malay Peninsula have
been Kknown, while under its influ-
ence, 0 rush out and engage in vio-
lent and bloody deeds, with complete
disregard for their personal safety or
the odds arrayed against them. To
“run amok” in the Malay Peninsula
is synonymous with saying one is
under the influence of this drug.







ILegend, which appears more truth
than poetry, says Mohammedan lead-
ers in their wars against the Crusaders

utilized the services of individuals ad-
dicted to hashish for secret murders.
Now,_ as to eflect:







“Despite the fact that medical men
and scientists have disagreed upon the
properties * * * and some are inclined
to minimize the harmfulness, the
records offer ample evidence that it
has a disastrous effect upon many
of its users,” says the Narcotics Bu-
reau. “Recently we have received
many reports showing crimes of
violence committed while under the
influence."”













were addicts. In Colorado, & man
under the influence of marihuana
attempted to shoot his wife, killed
her grandmother instead, and com-
mitted suicide. New Orleans was
startled in the Summer of 1930 by &
wave of bank hold-ups. Arrested, the
youthful perpetrators were found to
be “reefer men.”







THE plea that a criminal is insane

while under the influence of
marihuang has not held water in the
courts. Counsel for a 25-year-old
Puerto Rican, arraigned in Baltimore
two years ago on & charge of crimi-
nally assaulting a 10-year-old girl,
entered a plea of not guilty on
grounds of temporary insanity caused
by marihuana, but the defendant

was adjudged sane and sentenced to
ha







Habitual marihuana users are said
to develop a delirious rage, during
which they are temporarily, at least,

irresponsible and liable to commit
violent crimes. Prolonged use of the
narcotic frequently lands the smoker
| in a straitjacket.







Dr. Bouquet observed that the
marihuana ‘“‘drunkard” often will feel
as if his legs and arms had grown to
Gargantuan proportions., He will have
fits of spasmodic laughter. His sense
of sound is affected, and a horror of
noises assails him. Brightly colored
spots and figures appear before his
eyes. He sees motley, ﬂnimatEdl
Lilliputian elves, small impish crﬂ-:
tures of this sort and that.
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The imagination runs riot. Colored
“reefer men” in Atlanta have heen
known to imagine themselves possessed

of the ability to fly, They throw
themselves from roof tops—and are
picked up in baskets.







“The drift toward a chronic condi-
tion is very gradual,” Dr. Bouquet
states. “The subject becomes less and
less fity for work; he is completely in-
different to everything and the small-

est effort becomes painful. At times
gay, talkative and friendly, he abruptly
becomes dejected, irritable and hostile
. « . Appetite disappears and the
addict rapidly becomes emaciated.”













A motorist drunk with marihuans

rous, perhaps more
b, i o o v i,

Anslinger.

'|"m there was little fi-
m:f.::m:mm mirthuane exoept













ed from taxation in the pending bill
In minute quantities it is & compo-
nent of most birdseed mixtures. The
fiber in the stalk, containing none of

the active agents, is used for hemp,

but has been replaced largely by sisal,
& better rope for marine and other

purposes.







Marihuana cigarettes retail at from
5 to 50 cents each. The price usually
depends on supply and demand. Some-
times they can be had for two for a
quarter, while at others a quarter buys
six. A favorite rue of peddlers is to

disguise reefers by putting them in
a standard cigarette package. The
bottom is steamed off the standard
package and the contents adulterated
or replaced with marihuana.







Marihuana, unfortunately,

young man's drug. The average age |
of smokers probably is in the 20s.

Unscrupulous vendors in the South
and BSouthwest sell & lot to high)
school boys.







Furthermore, statistics show drug
addicts are the worst criminals,
Sixty-four per cent of persons ar-
rested in 1935 having previous crime
inal fingerprint records were vio-
lators of narcotic laws. These, too,
are the most habitual of criminals,

averaging more than three violations
each.

Q






' The spread of the marihuana traf-
 fie, Federal authorities believe, has
been due principally to these facts—
that marihuana is cheap and that
control over the |{llegal traffic In

other narcotics has been increasingly
efTective.







A typical Marihuana plant.
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