


The Water Plan needs you. 
We meet our challenges together. 
All Coloradans are part of the solution;  
whatever your background,  
whatever your role. 



1

Water connects us all.  
Nearly 6 million Coloradans across diverse cultures and 
geographies depend on the water from our major river basins. 
Water originates in the Colorado mountains and flows from 
snow-capped peaks, through forests and streams, to cities and 
farms, and then returns to streams. Along the way, our water 
supports habitat, wildlife, recreation, food production, energy, 
industry, drinking water supplies, and more. The importance 
of water in Colorado has also long been recognized by the 
ancestral and Indigenous peoples of Colorado – the 48 Tribes 
that historically were the original stewards of this land include 
Colorado’s two federally-recognized Tribes, the Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe and the Ute Mountain Ute Indian Tribe. As noted by 
the Tribes and acknowledged in the Water Plan, “Water is life.”

Our water supply is at risk.  
Population growth, long-term warming and drying trends known 
as “aridification,” major wildfires, and multi-year droughts strain 
our system like never before. We must understand these 
challenges, their associated risks, and the tools we have to 
mitigate those risks and reshape our future. We must also be 
collaborative and value the perspectives of water users from 
across the state. Work done on the regional level, such as Basin 
Implementation Plans developed by Colorado’s nine basin 
roundtables, summarize local challenges and strategies to 
overcome them. 

The need for action has never been more urgent.  
While Colorado faces enormous water challenges, we can 
address them if we act quickly and collaboratively. The Water 
Plan will guide our actions. A secure water future will depend on 
all Coloradans working together to implement these actions. 



�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ͛Ɛ�>ĞŐĂů�&ƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�'ƵŝĚĞƐ�>ŽĐĂů�^ŽůƵƟŽŶƐ͘� 
Colorado’s legal framework includes state water law (the 
ƉƌŝŽƌ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵͿ͕�ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͘�
Colorado is also a “local control state” with 64 ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ͕�
ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ϯϬϬ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽǁŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉůĂǇ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ƐŚĂƉŝŶŐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘�>ŽĐĂů�ďŽĚŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�;ϭϬϰϭ�ƉŽǁĞƌƐͿ�
ƚŽ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ͘�
>ŽĐĂů�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĞŶƟƟĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƌƐ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĂƌƌĂǇ�ŽĨ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵƐ�ůŝŬĞ�
ďŽŶĚŝŶŐ͕�ƵƐĞƌ�ƌĂƚĞƐ͕�ůŽĂŶƐ͕�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ͘

��&ŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�'ƌĂƐƐƌŽŽƚƐ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ�/ŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘� 
>ŽĐĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞƌƐ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ďĞƐƚ͘�dŚĞǇ�ŚĞůƉ�
ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƉƟŵŝǌĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ŽƵƚůŝŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ͘�dŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ŝŶƉƵƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚƵƌĞ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ŶŝŶĞ�
ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�;ůŽĐĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�
ďĂƐŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶǀĞƌ�ŵĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂͿ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ΨϮϬ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�Ͳ�ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�Ăůů�
ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ŶĞĞĚ�
�t���ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ͘�dŚĞ��t���ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ůŽĐĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ŝƐ�
Ψϭ͘ϱ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ͘�

dŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚƵƌĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�tĂƚĞƌ�
�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ��ŽĂƌĚ�;�t��Ϳ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƚŽ�
ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƟŵĂů�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘�dŚĞ��t���
ůĞĂĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ŵƵůƟͲǇĞĂƌ͕ �ŝƚĞƌĂƟǀĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟǌĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞ�
ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘�dŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ�ĂŶĂůǇǌĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ĨŽƌ�
ďŽƚŚ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇ�
ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�/ƚ�ĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�
and future risks that we can model within Colorado to help 
ŵĂŬĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘��ƚ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚ�ůĞǀĞů͕�ƌŝƐŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗�

�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŝƐ�tĂƌŵŝŶŐ͘��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ďǇ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϰ͘ϮΣ&�ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ͘�KĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ŵŽĚĞůĞĚ͕�
ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƉůĂǇƐ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ĚĞŵĂŶĚƐ͘�dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƵƐĞƐ�Ă�ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ�ŽĨ�ϰ͘ϮΣ&�ǁĂƌŵŝŶŐ�
ƚŽ�ŵŽĚĞů�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘��ĐƚƵĂů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮΣ&�
ƚŽ�ϱΣ&�ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ͘�

�ĞŵĂŶĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�/ŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ͘�/Ĩ�ŶŽ�ŶĞǁ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�Žƌ�
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ͕�ŵŽĚĞůŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌŝĞƐƚ�
ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ�ƐŚŽǁƐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ϮϯϬ͕ϬϬϬ�Ͳ�
ϳϰϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ĂĐƌĞͲĨĞĞƚ�ŽĨ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ͘�
dŚĞ�ƵƉƉĞƌͲĞŶĚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ŝƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�Įůů�ϯϳϬ͕ϬϬϬ�
KůǇŵƉŝĐͲƐŝǌĞĚ�ƐǁŝŵŵŝŶŐ�ƉŽŽůƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ �tĂƚĞƌ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�
ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͘�

tĂƚĞƌ��ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ��ƌŝƟĐĂů͘�dŚĞ�ǁĂǇ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟǌĞƐ�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ŐƌŽǁƐ�ǁŝůů�ĂīĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕�
ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ͕�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘�tĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�
ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ďǇ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ϯϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ĂĐƌĞͲĨĞĞƚ�
ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂƌŵĞƐƚ�ƐĐĞŶĂƌŝŽƐ͘�dŽ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƵƉƉĞƌͲĞŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐĂǀŝŶŐƐ͕��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞŵƉůŽǇ�
ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƚŽŽů�Ͳ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�
ƚŽ�ĞŵďƌĂĐĞ�Ă�KŶĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�ĞƚŚŝĐ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�
WůĂŶ͕�KŶĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ŵĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƵƐĞ�ďƵƚ�ŝŶǀĞƐƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘�

^ƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ŝƐ�EĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�;ĂŶĚ�dŚĞƌĞ��ƌĞ�KƉƟŽŶƐͿ͘�dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�
WůĂŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽŶͲƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ͘�
dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐͿ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽŽů͘�KŶ�
ƉĂƉĞƌ͕ �ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ĚŽƵďůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�
in the state (up to ϲ͘ϱ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĂĐƌĞͲĨĞĞƚͿ͘�dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŽŽů�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ͕�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͘�
��ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞƐ�ĞǆŝƐƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĂƋƵŝĨĞƌ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌǇ͕�ĞŶůĂƌŐĞŵĞŶƚ�Žƌ�ƌĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĂůůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕�ƚŽŽůƐ�
ůŝŬĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͕�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ŵŝƟŐĂƚĞ�Žƌ�ĚĞůĂǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ͘�^ƚƌĞĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌĞƐƚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�
ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞͲďĂƐĞĚ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�
ďǇ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĚƌŽƵŐŚƚ͕�ĮƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŇŽŽĚƐ͖�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�
ƐĞĚŝŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͖�ŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͖�ĂƩĞŶƵĂƟŶŐ�ŚŝŐŚ�
ŇŽǁƐ͖�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞĐŚĂƌŐĞ͘�/Ŷ�Ăůů�ĐĂƐĞƐ͕�ďŽƚŚ�
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽŶͲƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞ�
ƚŚŽƵŐŚƞƵů͕�ƚŚŽƌŽƵŐŚ͕�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ƵƉůŝŌ�Ăůů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞƐ͘

tĞ�EĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�WƌŽĂĐƟǀĞůǇ�DĂŶĂŐĞ�ZŝƐŬ͘� 
�ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶ�Ă�
ƌŽďƵƐƚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂǇ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ͘��Ǉ�ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐ�ƌŝƐŬƐ͕�
ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽƵƌ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ǀĂůƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�
ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀĞ͕�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶ�ĞĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂůůŽǁ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚƌŝǀĞ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƐƚĞƌ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ĞƋƵŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘�
dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ͕�
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝǀĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�
ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ƐĞƫŶŐ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�
ĂůŝŐŶ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ͘

A productive economy that supports 
vibrant, sustainable cities, agriculture, 
recreation, and tourism.
An e!cient and e"ective water 
infrastructure system.
A strong environment with healthy 
watersheds, rivers, streams, and wildlife.
An informed public with creative, 
forward-thinking solutions that are 
sustainable and resilient to changing 
conditions and result in strong, 
equitable communities that can adapt 
and thrive in the face of adversity.
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Our Water Values Guide Our Approach
The Water Plan is based on the following four values: 
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ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕�ƚŽŽůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
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ďŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�

ƚŽŽůƐ͕�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
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ƚŚĂƚ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ͘�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�
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AGENCY PROGRAMS

AGENCY ACTIONS

PARTNER ACTIONS
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A Broader Vision for Collaboration
�ĞǇŽŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ďĂůĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕�
ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƐĞƚƐ�Ă�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͘�/ƚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞƐ�
Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚƐ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�
ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞůƉ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ͘�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�
ĐŽŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ǁĂƚĞƌͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƉůĂŶƐ͘�^ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƉůĂŶƐ͕�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
>ŽĐĂů��īĂŝƌƐ͛��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ZĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐǇ�&ƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ͕�ĂƌĞ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ Ɛ͛�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĨŽĐƵƐŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ĐƌŽƐƐͲĂŐĞŶĐǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƚĞƌŶĂů�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ͘

An Inclusive Vision for Cities, Farms, Streams, and People
dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƐƚƌŝǀĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŽůŝƐƟĐ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƐ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ͕�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘��ƋƵĂů�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŝƐ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĨŽƵƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�
ĂƌĞĂƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞůĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŝƟĞƐ͕�ĨĂƌŵƐ͕�ƐƚƌĞĂŵƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘�dŚĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�
sŝďƌĂŶƚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�ZŽďƵƐƚ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�dŚƌŝǀŝŶŐ�tĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ZĞƐŝůŝĞŶƚ�
WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŝƐ�ĚŝƐƟŶĐƚ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶĂůůǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ͘�
�ĂĐŚ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ĨƵƚƵƌĞͲůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ�
;ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ Ɛ͛�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ŚŽƌŝǌŽŶͿ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚĞŶ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘��ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ă�ĮŌŚ�ƐĞƚ�ŽĨ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ��t���ǁŝůů�
ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ůĂƌŐĞůǇ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ͘��ŽůůĞĐƟǀĞůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ŚĂƐ�ϱϬ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�
ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�Ͳ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ��t���ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŶŐ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ĂůƐŽ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚͲůĞǀĞů�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƵƉ�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϱϬ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ - 
ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ͘

Ongoing Bold Action is a Shared Responsibility
>ŽĐĂů�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů͕�dƌŝďĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚĂŬĞ�
ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĚĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚĂƉĞ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘�dƌƵůǇ�ďŽůĚ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�
ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ďǇ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ��t���ĚŽĞƐ�
ŶŽƚ�ďƵŝůĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ĨƵŶĚƐ�ŵĂŶǇ͘�dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�'ƌĂŶƚ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĂůŝŐŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�
tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚĞ��t���ƵƐĞƐ�ŝƚƐ�ŽǁŶ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ŶĞǁ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ͘�
KŌĞŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ŚĞůƉ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐŝŶŐ�ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ŝĚĞĂƐ͕�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ǁŽƌŬ�
ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�Ă�ĨƵůů�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ͕�ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ͕�Žƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƐ�Ͳ�ƚĞƐƟŶŐ�
ŝĚĞĂƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƵƐŚ�ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ͕�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ŶĞǁ�ůŝŵŝƚƐ͘
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Colorado’s complex water system
• �ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ƚĞƌƌĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ǀĂƌǇ�ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�ĂƐ�ĚŽ�ŝƚƐ�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

• �ůŝŵĂƚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕�ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ĚƌŽƵŐŚƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂůƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ͕�
ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ŶĞǁ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ͘

• WƌĞĐŝƉŝƚĂƟŽŶ�;ƌĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŶŽǁͿ͕�ƐŽŝů�ŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ĐĂŶ�ǀĂƌǇ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �ĨƌŽŵ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ďĂƐŝŶƐ͘

• 'ƌŽƵŶĚǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ĨŽƌ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ͕ �ŝƌƌŝŐĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵƐ͕�
ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘

• �ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ůĞŐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ͕�ĂŶĐŚŽƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŇĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ŚŽǁ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞƐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͘

• �ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŶĂǀŝŐĂƚĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞǆ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ďǇ�ĮŶĚŝŶŐ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�
ůĂǁ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟǀĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘�

• �ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ŝŶƚĞƌƐƚĂƚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂĐƚƐ͕�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĐƌĞĞƐ�ĚĞĮŶĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ůĞŐĂů�
ĞŶƟƚůĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ͘�
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• ZĂŶĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĚƌŝǀĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�
Ψϰϳ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ͘��ƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ŽŶĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�
ĐŽƵŶƚǇ�ŝƐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�ƚŽƉ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐ͘�

• tĂƚĞƌͲďĂƐĞĚ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞƐ�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�Ψϭϵ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ͘

• DŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϴϬй�ŽĨ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞůǇ�ŽŶ�ĨŽƌĞƐƚĞĚ�
ǁĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͘

• hƌďĂŶ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĞŶŐŝŶĞƐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�
ĐĞŶƚĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟŽŶ͘

• tŚŝůĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ͕�
recent overall water demand has remained steady largely 
ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘�

• ϱ͘ϴ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ůŝǀĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�
ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ�ƉĞƌ�ĐĂƉŝƚĂ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞ�ďǇ�ϱй�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϴ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϱ͘

• ϰϴ�dƌŝďĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůůǇ�ĐĂůůĞĚ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚŽŵĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�Ϯ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂůůǇ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�dƌŝďĞƐ͘�

• �ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�Ϯϰ͘ϱ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĂĐƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƌĞƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ϭϱϬ�
ǁĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͘

• /Ĩ�ŶŽ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƚĂŬĞŶ͕�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƟĞƐ�ƌŝƐŬ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞƐ�
ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ�ŽĨ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ϳϰϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ĂĐƌĞͲĨĞĞƚ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�
ĚƌǇ�ƟŵĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞ�ƌŝƐŬƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�
ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝůů�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ͘�

• �ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ϴ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ďĂƐŝŶƐ͘��ĂĐŚ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ďĂƐŝŶ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƐŵĂůůĞƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚƌŝďƵƚĂƌǇ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵƐ͕�
ůĂŬĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƚůĂŶĚƐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ŝƚ͘

• �ĂĐŚ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ŝƐ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚĞƌŵƐ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ƚŽƉŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ͕�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌƐƚĂƚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂĐƚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ͕�
ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ŵĂǇ�
ǀĂƌǇ�ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ďĂƐŝŶƐ͘

• ϵϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ŵŝůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵƐ�ĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ůĂŶĚ�ŝŶ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ͘

• dŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŝŶƉƵƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϭƐƚ�
�ĞŶƚƵƌǇ��Đƚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ϵ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�
ĞĂĐŚ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶǀĞƌ�ŵĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂ͘



6

Scenario Planning Helps Us Understand 
Future Uncertainty
dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ůŽŽŬƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŶƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƐĐĞŶĂƌŝŽƐ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ƐĐĞŶĂƌŝŽƐ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂƌĞ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŝŶƉƵƚ͘�dŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƐ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƟĞƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ͕�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ�;ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ǀĂůƵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƐͿ͕�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚƐ͘�

POPULATION GROWTH
As population increases, 
so does water demand. 
Tools like water conservation 
can help delay or possibly 
mitigate the need for new 
sources of supply.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Our climate is changing, 
and parts of Colorado are 
becoming drier. While long- term 
precipitation trends are 
uncertain, long-term warming 
will lead to less available supply.

WATER CONSERVATION 
Wise water use is an important 
tool to reduce the risk of future 
municipal water shortages. 
Water conservation could 
save up to 300,000 acre-feet 
per year.

Identifying potential future risks to all sectors of water use is a key objective of the Water 
Plan. The CWCB developed analyses, tools, and statistics to help us evaluate future water-
related risks for all water sectors. 
Future risks are driven by a wide variety of factors that include population growth, climate 
change, urban land use, water e!ciency adoption, social values, water needs for industry 
and energy, agricultural conditions, economic conditions, and regulatory oversight. Some of 
these factors act independently, but most are interconnected. Three significant drivers that 
increase our future risk if we don’t take action include:
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Technical Updates to the Water Plan
dŚĞ��t���ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌůǇŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ��ŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�
hƉĚĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�;dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�hƉĚĂƚĞͿ͘�dŚĞ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�hƉĚĂƚĞ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ďĂƐŝŶǁŝĚĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�Ă�ůŽĐĂů�ůĞǀĞů͘�

Basin Level Planning Provides Local Vision
dŚĞ��t���ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌͲůĞĚ�͞ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ͘͟ ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ŶŝŶĞ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�ʹ�ŽŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�
ďĂƐŝŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶǀĞƌ�ŵĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂ͘�dŚĞ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƵƉ�ŽĨ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�
ǁĂƚĞƌͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů͕�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů͕�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ͘�ZŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ůŽĐĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ͘�

ZŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ďŽƚŚ�ŵŝƟŐĂƟŶŐ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ƌŝƐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�
WůĂŶ͘�ZŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ůŽĐĂů�ĂĐĐŽŵƉůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƉĂƚŚǁĂǇƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ĂůƐŽ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ŽŶ�ůŽĐĂů�ďĂƐŝŶ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ďƵŝůĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ƉůĂŶƐ͕�
ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ĨƵŶĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ďǇ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ͘

dŚĞ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭ͕ϴϬϬ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘��ďŽƵƚ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵƵůƟͲƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�Ͳ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ�
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ĞīŽƌƚ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�
ǁŽƌŬ�ŚĂƐ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ĐŽƐƚƐ͘

dŚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĂŶ�ĂƌƌĂǇ�ŽĨ�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů͕�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů͕�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘�DĂŶǇ�
ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ŵƵůƟƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵůƟͲďĞŶĞĮƚ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ͘�
^ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ďƵƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�
ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĞīŽƌƚƐ͕�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ͘

Common Challenges and Visions Identified in the BIPs
CHALLENGES VISIONS

Balancing water risks across all sectors Meet municipal/industrial needs and conserve water

Health of watersheds and forests Protect and restore healthy watersheds, rivers, and forests

Potential reduction of irrigated agriculture Sustain and enhance agricultural production

Uncertain impacts of climate change Broaden education, participation, and collaboration

Lack of funding for water projects Implement projects and meet multiple future needs

Find out more about your local roundtable and how to get involved. 
cwcb.colorado.gov/about-us/basin-roundtables

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/about-us/basin-roundtables


How We React to Risks Makes a Di"erence
dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƌŝƐŬƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�hƉĚĂƚĞ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌŝƐŬƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ĚĂƵŶƟŶŐ͕��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŵŝƟŐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞŵ͘�dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�Ă�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ŐƵŝĚĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟǀĞ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ĂŶ�ƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘

How Should We Respond?
• WƌŝŽƌŝƟǌĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ͘��ŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ďǇ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ͘��ůů��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ůŽǁĞƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞ͘�

• hƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƵƐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƟŵĞ͘�/ŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ŵĂǆŝŵŝǌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ƵƐĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ͘�

• �ŶŐĂŐĞ�Ăůů�ǀŽŝĐĞƐ͘��ůů��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ŽƵƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞ͕�ĞƋƵŝƚĂďůĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�ǁĂǇƐ͘�

• ZĞƐƚŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ŽƵƌ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘�tĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂƌĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͘�/ŶŶŽǀĂƟǀĞ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�
ŶĂƚƵƌĞͲďĂƐĞĚ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͕�ůŽǁĞƌ�ǁŝůĚĮƌĞ�ƌŝƐŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ĞĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�
ĐůĞĂŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͘�^ƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ͘�

• /ŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌǁĂǇ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ͘�tĂƚĞƌͲďĂƐĞĚ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĐĐƵƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�Ă�
ĐŽƌŶĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ͘��ĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ�ǁĂƚĞƌǁĂǇƐ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ǀŝďƌĂŶƚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘�tĞ�ĐĂŶ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟǀĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘�

• WƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘�/ƌƌŝŐĂƚĞĚ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ĨŽŽĚ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ĞĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǁĞƚůĂŶĚƐ͕�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ŇŽǁƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ͘�tĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵƐĞ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�
ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚƐ�;�t^�ƐͿ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟǌĞĚ͘��ĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞĚ�
ƚŚŽƵŐŚƞƵůůǇ͕�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌŝŶŐ�ďŽƚŚ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ͘

• WƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͘�tĂƚĞƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ǁŝůů�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŚŝŌƐ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ͘�^ƚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�
ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ͘

• hƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ƚŽŽůďŽǆ͘��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŇĞǆŝďůĞ�ďƵƚ�ƌĞůŝĂďůĞ�ůĞŐĂů�
ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ͘��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ůŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌ�ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶ�ŶĞǁ͕�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�ǁĂǇƐ͘
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PUBLIC OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

FUNDING

POLICY AND REGULATORY CHANGES

COLLABORATION GROUPS

WATERSHED PLANNING

CLIMATE ADAPTATION

INNOVATION

EQUITY

ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES 
RECOVERY PROGRAMS

NATURAL HAZARD PLANNING 

LAND USE AND WATER PLANNING INTEGRATION

DATA COLLECTION AND SHARING

WATER STORAGE

CONVEYANCE INFRASTRUCTURE

WATER EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION PROGRAMS 

WATER REUSE

COLLABORATIVE WATER SHARING AGREEMENTS

STREAM/WATERSHED RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT

FLOW ENHANCEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 

BR
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O
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INSTITUTIONAL TOOLS 
are often implemented 
at a statewide level or 
are conceptual strategies 
that can be applied to 
nearly any challenge. 
These tools may address 
significant statewide 
barriers to achieving 
water-related goals, 
enhancing collaboration, 
and supporting public 
knowledge of water issues. 

PLANNING TOOLS  
are frequently implemented 
on a regional level by 
stakeholder groups, 
water conservancy 
districts, or other regional 
organizations. Regional 
planning solutions often 
rely on decision support 
tools and/or collaborative 
processes to creatively 
address competing 
water needs.

ON-THE-GROUND TOOLS  
are projects that local 
water managers use to deal 
directly with water at a local 
level. These projects are 
implemented at a variety of 
scales by water providers, 
watershed groups, ditch 
companies, and in some 
instances, state agencies.

9

tŚŝůĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌŝƐŬƐ͕�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌŝƐŬƐ͘�͞dŽŽůƐ͟�ĂƌĞ�
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞĞƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ͘�dŽŽůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�
ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ůĞǀĞůƐ͕�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͕�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞƌƐ͘
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50AGENCY 
ACTIONS

50PARTNER 
ACTIONS

PROJECT LEVEL EXAMPLES OF  
LOCAL WATER INITIATIVES CWCB  
HELPS TO FUND AND/OR SUPPORT

Water Plan grants to advance partner actions are 
available in the following categories.

ENGAGEMENT 
& INNOVATION

CONSERVATION 
& LAND USE

WATER STORAGE 
& SUPPLY

AGRICULTURE

WATERSHED HEALTH 
& RECREATION
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AGENCY 
ACTIONS

CWCB’s Mission
As the stewards of the Water Plan and the agency 
ĐŚĂƌŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĞ͕�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ͕�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞ�
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕�
�t���ǁŽƌŬƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƐƚĞƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ďǇ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�
ůŽĐĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĂŶƐ͘

dŚĞ��t���ŝƐ�Ă�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ʹ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�Žƌ�
ĞŶĨŽƌĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ͘�/ƚ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞƐ�ŽƵƚ�ŝƚƐ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ͗

ͻ��ŽŶǀĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ

ͻ�&ƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ

ͻ��>ĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽĐƵƐŝŶŐ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚŽƉŝĐƐ

ͻ�^ƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ

Progress on Project Funding

835 Since 2015, CWCB has helped fund over 
835 water projects across the state 
with various CWCB grant programs.

$134M Since 2015, CWCB grants have funded 
more than $134 million for Colorado 
water projects.

107 Since 2015, CWCB has loaned money to 
over 107 statewide projects through the 
Water Project Loan Program. 

$502M Since 2015, the CWCB Water Project Loan 
Program has supported over $502 million 
for Colorado water projects.

tĞ�ďƵŝůĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ďŽůĚ�ĂĐƟŽŶ͕�ŽŶĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƟŵĞ͘�tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞůǇ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�
ŝƐ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͘�&ĞĚĞƌĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�dƌŝďĂů�EĂƟŽŶƐ�Ăůů�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƌŽůĞ͘�tŚŝůĞ�
�t���ĚĞǀĞůŽƉƐ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ͕�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƐ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƐƚĞƌƐ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕��t�� Ɛ͛�ƌŽůĞ�
ĂƐ�Ă�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞƐ�ŽŶ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�;ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ Ɛ͛�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐͿ͕�ĐŽŶǀĞŶŝŶŐ�
ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽŽůƐ�;ůŝŬĞ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕�ŵŽĚĞůƐ͕�ƉůĂŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬƐͿ͘�tĞ�ƌĞůǇ�ŽŶ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�
ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ͘

&ĞĚĞƌĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ 
'ƌŽƵƉƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ�ZĞĐůĂŵĂƟŽŶ͕��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�
WƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ��ŐĞŶĐǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘�&ŽƌĞƐƚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĂũŽƌ�
ƌŽůĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘

^ƚĂƚĞ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ 
�t���ŝƐ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
EĂƚƵƌĂů�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƌŬƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�WƵďůŝĐ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ��ŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�tĂƚĞƌ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘�KƵƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŚĂƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭϱϬ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͕�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
explicitly deal with water and some that engage in related 
ǁŽƌŬ͘�KƚŚĞƌ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ǁŽƌŬ�
ŝŶ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ǁĂƚĞƌͲĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�
ǁŽƌŬ�ŝƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů��ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ĂŶĚ�
'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ Ɛ͛�ŽĸĐĞ͘�

>ŽĐĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ 
Local leaders at the county and municipal level help 
ƐŚĂƉĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ůĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞ͕�ǁĂƚĞƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
ƉĞƌŵŝƫŶŐ�;ůĂƌŐĞůǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ϭϬϰϭ�ƉŽǁĞƌƐͿ͘�>ŽĐĂů�ĞŶƟƟĞƐ�
and governments also lead development of local water 
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ͘

�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�dƌŝďĞƐ 
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ƚǁŽ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂůůǇ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�dƌŝďĞƐ�Ͳ�ƚŚĞ�
hƚĞ�DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�hƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ�hƚĞ͘��ŽƚŚ�dƌŝďĞƐ�ŚŽůĚ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ŽŶ�
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘

KƚŚĞƌ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ŶƟƟĞƐ 
'ƌŽƵƉƐ�ůŝŬĞ�'ƌĞĂƚ�KƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�
ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�WŽǁĞƌ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ��ƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�ƉůĂǇ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�
ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ͘

KƚŚĞƌ�'ŽǀĞƌŶĂŶĐĞ 
DĂŶǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŚĞůƉ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ͕ �ůĂŶĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ŝŶ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ͘��ǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂŶĐǇ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ͕�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƟůŝƟĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�
and private companies that manage resources such as 
ŝƌƌŝŐĂƟŽŶ�ĚŝƚĐŚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƉĞŶ�ůĂŶĚƐ͘

/ŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ 
WĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ĂŐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂůŬƐ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�
ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ĂĚŽƉƟŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŽŵĞƐ�;ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ůŽǁ�ŇŽǁ�ĮǆƚƵƌĞƐ�
Žƌ�ǆĞƌŝƐĐĂƉŝŶŐͿ͕�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�ůŽĐĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŐŽŽĚ�ƐƚĞǁĂƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ůĂŬĞƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚŝƐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ďǇ�
ŶŽŶŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ͕�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŵĂǇ�ĂƉƉůǇ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�
tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ŐƌĂŶƚ͘
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Building on Past Successes
dŚĞ�ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϬϮ�ĚƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�,ĂǇŵĂŶ�&ŝƌĞ�ůĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ĞƌĂ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐǇ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ͕�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ Ɛ͛�ŐƌĂƐƐƌŽŽƚƐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�
ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ͘ �dŚĞƐĞ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƌĞĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƉůĂŶ�ĨŽƌ͕ �ŵĂŶĂŐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶĚ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽΖƐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ͕ �ĂƐ�
ŶŽƚĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͗

• tĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ƉĞƌ�ĐĂƉŝƚĂ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞ�ďǇ�ϱй͘
• �ŶŶƵĂů�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů�ůĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�Ϯϱ͕ϬϬϬ�ĂĐƌĞͲĨĞĞƚ�ŽĨ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂƌŵƐ�ĐŽĞǆŝƐƚ͘
• DŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ϯϱ�ŶĞǁ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͘
• ϰϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ĂĐƌĞͲĨĞĞƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ďĞĞŶ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ�Žƌ�ǁŝůů�ƐŽŽŶ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ͘
• Up to Ϯ͘ϳ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ͕�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞƐƐĂŐŝŶŐ͘
• ϲϮй�ŽĨ��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŶŽǁ�ůŝǀĞ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘

While Colorado voters have approved additional funding for water projects, more 
is needed. The CWCB estimates an additional $1.5 billion by 2050 may be needed 
to support future water projects. It is increasingly important to make sure every 
water project or strategy uses water as wisely as possible, stretching our supply 
to realize its maximum value for cities, farms, streams, and people. Doing so 
will require shared stewardship—a commitment to partnership in which the state 
government and every Coloradan must work together toward greater action.

Inclusive Planning
Until now, the Water Plan 
has not directly addressed 
equity, diversity, and 
inclusivity (EDI). The Water 
Equity Task Force, created 
in March 2021, developed 
a set of guiding principles 
around EDI to help inform 
the update to the Water 
Plan. Highlighting the 
principles developed by the 
Water Equity Task Force is 
historic and charts a path to 
committing to and continuing 
work in the EDI space now 
and in the years ahead.
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VIBRANT  
COMMUNITIES
ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ͕�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƟĞƐ͕�ƵƟůŝƟĞƐ͕�ĐŝƟĞƐ͕�
ƚŽǁŶƐ͕�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ͕�ůĂƌŐĞ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĞƐ͕�ůĂƌŐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐŵĂůů�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌƵƌĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�ĞƚĐ͘

RESILIENT  
PLANNING
ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�ĂĚĂƉƚĂƟŽŶ͕�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�
ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞƐ͕�ĞŵďƌĂĐŝŶŐ���/�;ĞƋƵŝƚǇ͕�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕�
ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀŝƚǇͿ͕�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͕�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀĞ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͕�ĞƚĐ͘

THRIVING  
WATERSHEDS
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͕�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�
ǁĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ĨŽƌĞƐƚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ǁŝůĚĮƌĞ�
ŵŝƟŐĂƟŽŶ͕�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƋƵĂƟĐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ĞƚĐ͘

ROBUST  
AGRICULTURE
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĐƌŽƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂƌŵƐ͕�ůŽĐĂů�ĨŽŽĚ͕�
ŽƌĐŚĂƌĚƐ͕�ƌĂŶĐŚŝŶŐ͕�ĚŝƚĐŚ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ͕�
ĂĐĞƋƵŝĂƐ͕�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬ͕�
ĚĂŝƌǇ͕�ĞƚĐ͘

Four Interconnected Action Areas
The four action areas overlap in multiple ways. For example, much of our water for 
farming and people comes from mountain snowpack in forested watersheds. Just 
as streams cut through both farms and cities, we all are connected by Colorado’s 
water supply.

INTERCONNECTED 
ACTION AREAS

4

The Water Plan is a bridge to action and seeks to create a clear linkage, or line of sight, between 
our water-related values and the actions that will protect those priorities. In each of the four action 
areas (shown above), the Water Plan describes a long-term vision as well as actions that that both 
stakeholders (i.e., partners) and state agencies can take to move toward the long-term vision. The 
Water Plan also includes a set of general actions, which are administrative tasks CWCB will advance. 

COLORADO 
VISION

PARTNER 
AND AGENCY 
ACTIONS
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VIBRANT COMMUNITIES
VISION: Holistic water management is 
essential for creating vibrant communities that 
balance water supply and demand needs 
to create a sustainable urban landscape. 
Colorado communities need resilient water 
supplies, water-conscious and attractive urban 
landscapes, planning that integrates land use 
and water solutions, and communities who 
understand the importance of water to their 
lives and economy. An integrated One Water 
ethic is necessary to create the transformative 
change needed to meet the moment and 
the future.

PARTNER ACTIONS
• �ĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐĂůůǇ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŵĞĞƚ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ

• KƉƟŵŝǌĞ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�
ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ

• /ŶǀĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�KŶĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƵƐĞ�;ŐƌĂǇǁĂƚĞƌ͕ �ďůĂĐŬ�
ǁĂƚĞƌ͕ �ƐƚŽƌŵǁĂƚĞƌͿ

• Plan for and create low water use landscapes

Cities and towns are implementing water 
conservation programs to stretch supplies. 
Overall municipal demands have generally 
remained steady in many cities despite 
recent population growth.

AGENCY ACTIONS
• /ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�Ă�ƐĞƚ�ŽĨ�ďĞŶĐŚŵĂƌŬƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌͲ
ƐĂǀŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ

• �ǆƉĂŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ůŽƐƐ�ƚƌĂĐŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�
ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ

• �ǆƉůŽƌĞ͕�ĞǆƉĂŶĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞƵƐĞ

• /ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƚƵƌĨ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽƉƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ
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PARTNER ACTIONS
• ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ŇĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĂƵŐŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ƉůĂŶƐ

• ZĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƚĞ�ĂŐŝŶŐ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ�

• �ƵŝůĚ�ĐŽŶǀĞǇĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶͲĨĂƌŵ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�

ROBUST AGRICULTURE
VISION: Agriculture not only provides food 
and fiber, but it is also important to Colorado’s 
culture, heritage, and economy, and it faces 
unprecedented challenges. Innovations 
are needed to sustain irrigated agriculture, 
including strategies to stretch available water 
supplies, increase resiliency, enhance local food 
production, and maintain profitability. Water 
supplies for Colorado’s urban growth should not 
come at the expense of our rural communities 
through indiscriminate buy and dry methods. 
Collaborative partnerships among agriculture, 
environmental groups, and municipal water 
providers should be used to create multi-
purpose projects that help keep irrigated lands 
in production and maintain ecosystem services. 

Farmers continually work to improve the 
health of their soils, boost their productivity, 
sustain profitability, and use water more 
e#ciently in the face of variable and, in 
many areas, decreasing water supplies.

AGENCY ACTIONS
• /ŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞ�ƐŽŝů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ĂĚĂƉƟǀĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�Žƌ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�
ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ůĞƐƐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞ�

• &ĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�
agreements 

• ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƉĞĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƉĞĞƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐͬƌĂŶĐŚĞƌƐ 
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THRIVING WATERSHEDS
VISION: Colorado’s watersheds hold the future 
of our water supply security. Comprehensive 
water resources planning should incorporate 
conditions of forests, streams, wetlands, and 
wildlife habitat. As our state’s water source, 
the health of watersheds a"ects agriculture, 
downstream communities, recreation, tourism, 
and ecosystem function. Colorado will continue 
to follow a shared stewardship ethic to plan and 
implement multi-benefit projects to enhance the 
health of our watersheds.

PARTNER ACTIONS
• �ŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵŇŽǁƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�
ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ�

• ZĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƚĞ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ŚĂďŝƚĂƚ͕�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�
ĞƌŽƐŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĞĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�

• ZĞĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ŇŽŽĚƉůĂŝŶƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞͲďĂƐĞĚ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�

Grassroots coalitions are coming together 
to develop and implement management 
plans that improve the health of watersheds 
and streams that also provide benefits to 
agriculture and recreation.

AGENCY ACTIONS
• �ƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŐƵŝĚĞ

• �ƌĞĂƚĞ�tŝůĚĮƌĞ�ZĞĂĚǇ�tĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚƐ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�

• ZĞĚƵĐĞ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ�
&ůŽǁ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�

• ^ƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ�ŵƵůƟƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽĨ�tĂƚĞƌ�
Plan grants 
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AGENCY ACTIONSPARTNER ACTIONS
• WƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞīĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�
ǁŝůĚĮƌĞ͕�ŇŽŽĚŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞďƌŝƐ�ŇŽǁ�

• Conduct integrated planning that considers 
ƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌŽƵŐŚƚ

• WƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶͲŽƌŝĞŶƚĞĚ�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�
ĂŶĚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ

• �ƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ

• ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ�ƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�
ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�

• �ĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�
support tools 

• �ŽŶǀĞŶĞ�ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ�ŽŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�
ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕�ĂĚĂƉƚĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ

RESILIENT PLANNING
VISION: Water security is critical to the quality 
of life, environment, and economy of Colorado. 
The future is uncertain, and Colorado needs to 
be adaptive and resilient to face the challenges 
ahead. Water security roadmaps, inclusively 
developed at a local level and informed by 
strong state leadership, can identify acute and 
chronic risks to water supply, integrate local 
planning strategies, prioritize collaborative 
solutions, and build adaptive capacity 
and resilience.

Colorado’s increased warming and climate 
variability, including natural disasters like fire, 
flood, and drought, are driving advancements 
in climate adaptation. State government 
can support this by streamlining operations, 
leveraging funding, and advancing collaborative 
climate action. Inclusively engaging all 
Coloradans in these e$orts will build more 
resilient solutions.
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GENERAL ACTIONS
VISION: As CWCB advances actions, it will 
continue to engage stakeholders and support 
local work. While the Water Plan focuses on 
Colorado, CWCB and Department of Natural 
Resources’ work includes issues outside 
of Colorado like basinwide Colorado River 
discussions and other interstate compact 
issues. Though a small agency, CWCB’s work 
aims to drive major change. Every dollar CWCB 
spends on grants creates at least three times as 
much value for Colorado through the matching 
e"orts of stakeholders. Grants also fund local 
groups doing grassroots level work. As state 
water needs evolve, the agency will continue to 
respond and adjust actions in adaptive ways.

AGENCY ACTIONS
• hƉĚĂƚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ͕�ĂŶĂůǇƐĞƐ͕�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ

• ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ZŝǀĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ

• ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵůƟͲ
ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�

• �ƌĞĂƚĞ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚĞĚ�
CWCB work

The CWCB continues to fund millions in 
grants and loans that advance local water 
projects. We collaborate with stakeholders 
and partners and improve tools, processes, 
and capacity.

DĂŶǇ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ��t���ǁŝůů�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŝŶƉƵƚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐŚĂƉĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ͘�^ŽŵĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�
�ĐƟŽŶ�ϱ͘ϭ�;dŚĞ��ŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�hƉĚĂƚĞͿ͕�
�ĐƟŽŶ�ϱ͘Ϯ�;hƉĚĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƐŝŶ�/ŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�WůĂŶƐͿ͕�
ĂŶĚ��ĐƟŽŶ�ϱ͘ϯ�;dŚĞ�ϮϬϯϯ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶͿ͘



The Water Plan is Adaptive
tĂƚĞƌ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ǁŝůů�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ďĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĚ�ďǇ�ǀĂƌŝĂďůĞ�ŚǇĚƌŽůŽŐǇ͕�ŽƵƌ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�
ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƉŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ͕�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ƉĂƩĞƌŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�
ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�Ă�ďŝŐ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ�
ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƌŐĞ�Ă�ƉĂƚŚ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͘

How do we know we’re heading in the right direction? 
dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�Ă�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚĞƌĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ŐŽ͘��ŐĞŶĐǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚƐ�
�t���ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŶŐ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕�ƚŽŽůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�
ŵŽǀĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘�DĂŶǇ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƟĞƐ͕�ǁŝůů�ƐŚĂƉĞ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ͘�tĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐ�ƚƌĞŶĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ŽƵƌ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ͘�tŝƚŚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�
ĂĚĂƉƚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŵŽǀĞ�ƵƐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ Ɛ͛�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘

How do we come together?
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ůŽŶŐ�ƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉƐ͘�dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�
ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞĚ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ʹ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉƐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͕�ƚŽ�ŐƌĂƐƐƌŽŽƚƐ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ�
Žƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͘�dŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�Ă�ƚŽŽů�ĨŽƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�
ǁĂƚĞƌ͘ �dŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŬŶŽǁ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĐŽŵƉůĞǆŝƟĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�Ăƚ�
ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͘

What can I do?
Everyone approaches the Water Plan from a di"erent walk of life and 
perspective. For some people, solving water challenges is the focus of their 
career. For others, water simply supports their daily life. Regardless of your 
perspective, water is essential for all of us, and we can all take some basic 
steps to support the call to action in the Water Plan:
• >ĞĂƌŶ�DŽƌĞ͗ tĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞǆ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ƵƐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞ�ǁŝĚĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘�hŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ůŽĐĂů�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŽŶ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐƚĞƉ͘

• dĂŬĞ��ĐƟŽŶ͗ �ůů��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͘�tĞ�ĐĂŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ͕�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůŝŶŐ�ůŽǁͲŇŽǁ�ĮǆƚƵƌĞƐ�ŝŶĚŽŽƌƐ�
Žƌ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ůĞƐƐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞƐ͘�tĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƉůĂǇ�Ă�ƉĂƌƚ�ďǇ�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨŽŽƚƉƌŝŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŽƵƌ�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ�ǁĞ�ďƵǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ǁĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ͘

• 'Ğƚ�/ŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͗ �ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ŽƵƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͘��ůů�ǀŽŝĐĞƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�
ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŚĞĂƌĚ͘��ƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ďĂƐŝŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚƚĂďůĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͕�ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ�ůŽĐĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉůǇŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘
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Iterative Advancements 
dŚĞ�ĞǀŽůǀŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƐŚŝŌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ǁĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĐĂŶ�ŽĐĐƵƌ�
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŵ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ͘�tŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ďŽƚŚ�ĂĚĂƉƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ͘�
dŚĞ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ĂƌƌĂǇ�ŽĨ�ůĞŐĂů͕�ƉŽůŝĐǇ͕�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
�ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶũƵŶĐƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ��t��͘�/Ŷ�ƚƵƌŶ͕��t���ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŝƚƐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĐŽŶǀĞŶŝŶŐ�
ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƉůĂŶ�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŶĞǆƵƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ�
ĐŽŵďŝŶĞ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ŝĚĞĂƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ͘��ǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ůŝƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉůĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚͲůĞǀĞů�
ǁŽƌŬ��t���ĐĂŶ�ĨƵŶĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͘��ŽƵŶƟĞƐ͕�ĐŝƟĞƐ͕�ƚŽǁŶƐ͕�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�
ĂĚǀĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƐƉŝƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ͘��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐŝĞƐ͕�
ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĞĂƐĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǇŝĞůĚŝŶŐ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ŶĞǁ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĨĂƌŵƐ͕�ƌĂŶĐŚĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽĞǆŝƐƚ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽůŝĨĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉůĂŶƐ͕�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞͲďĂƐĞĚ�
ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞǁ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ĨŽƌĞƐƚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂƌĞ�ƵƉůŝŌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ Ɛ͛�Ψϭϵ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�
ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ�Ͳ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ũŽďƐ͕�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐĞ�ŽĨ�
ĂĚǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͘��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĐĂůĞ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂůŝǌĞ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͘

Context for Water Planning 

Basin roundtables 
work with CWCB 
to update BIPs, 
creating shorter 
standardized 
versions with 
common layouts 
and improved 
project data  
and costs.

BASIN  
UPDATES

WATER PLAN 
UPDATED
2023 Water Plan 
replaces the 
2015 version, 
incorporating 
2015-2022 
input including 
extensive bilingual 
outreach with 
143 events across 
all 64 counties 
reaching 
9,500 diverse 
stakeholders. 

STATEWIDE WATER 
SUPPLY INITIATIVE 
Legislation creates 
a 2004 Statewide 
Water Supply 
Initiative (SWSI); 
projects future water 
needs to 2030.

WATER FOR THE 
21ST CENTURY ACT
Legislation in 2005 
creates nine basin 
roundtables and the 
Interbasin Compact 
Committee.

SWSI II

The 2007 SWSI 
II report adds 
new tools 
and context.

EXECUTIVE  
ORDER
Governor directs 
CWCB to create a 
state Water Plan 
in 2013.

BASIN 
PLANNING 
To inform the 
Water Plan, the 
roundtables work 
on eight Basin 
Implementation 
Plans (BIPs) that 
identify local risks 
and needs.

The 2015 Water 
Plan combines 
SWSI data and 
BIP input with 
an overarching 
state vision driven 
by stakeholder 
engagement.

COLORADO 
WATER PLAN

The Technical 
Update (rebranded 
from former SWSI 
analyses) creates 
new tools and uses 
state of the art 
methods identified 
in the Water Plan to 
project water risks 
out to 2050.

TECHNICAL  
UPDATE 

SWSI  
UPDATE
SWSI 2010 
evaluates high, 
medium, and 
low future water 
needs projected 
out to 2050. 

The 2002-2003 drought and fires spurred new water 
policy and legislation as well as CWCB planning that 
continues. At the time, major cities like Denver saw 
water supplies stretched thin. Farms and ranches also 
su!ered, and forests and streams were impacted.

The 2012-2013 drought and fires set the backdrop 
for the call to create a Colorado Water Plan. Water 
planners and users needed to rally behind a 
shared vision for collaboration. 2013 also ended 
in Colorado’s largest flood - dropping a year’s 
worth of precipitation in a single week.

Since the 2015 Water Plan, Colorado has seen some of its largest 
wildfires and deep prolonged drought. Climate change has 
strained local communities, agriculture, forests, natural habitat, 
and outdoor water recreation due to shifts in hydrology and soil 
moisture. Unique new challenges like winter fires, post wildfire 
flooding, and changing storage operations add to a constellation 
of impacts related to long-term drought and aridification.
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NEXT TECHNICAL  
UPDATE PROCESS
The next Technical 
Update will begin in 
2025 and engage 
stakeholders 
to produce a 
2029 update.

NEXT BASIN  
PLAN PROCESS
Building on the 
Technical Update, 
Basins will begin 
engaging in 2029 
to review findings, 
identify needed 
strategy changes, and 
update project costs 
by 2031. A BRIDGE TO ACTION

dŚĞ��t��͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŚĞůƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŶǇ��ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ͕�ǁŝůů�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽ�
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐĂůůǇ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ͘�dŚĞ��t���ǁŝůů�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ͕�
ĨƵŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘�dŚĞ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�hƉĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ďĂƐŝŶ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵŝůĞƐƚŽŶĞƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�
ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�ĚĂƚĂ͕�ƚŽŽůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘�dŚŝƐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�tĂƚĞƌ�
WůĂŶ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϯϯ�ǁŚĞŶ��t���ǁŝůů�ƌĞǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ŚŽƌŝǌŽŶ͕�ƚƌĞŶĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ͘�
�ŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�
ƚŽ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘

• dŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƐĞƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�
ĐƌĞĂƚĞƐ�Ă�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶ͘�

• &Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ͕�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�WůĂŶ�ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐĂůů�ƚŽ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐŝŶŐ�
ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ͘�

• �ŽůŽƌĂĚĂŶƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ŵŽǀĞ�ƵƐ�ĐůŽƐĞƌ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘

• �ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͕�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘�



Visit cwcb.colorado.gov to read the plan.  
Learn more and commit to helping build a more water secure future by taking 
actions, big and small, to conserve water and participate in the conversation. 
Make your voice heard by participating in future cycles of the Water Plan.

Learn how to get involved.

Photo Caption/Credits
• Page i:  (Cover) Pueblo, Colorado*; Gem Lake*; Rafting on Cache La Poudre River, Photo credit: Rocky Mountain Adventures; Irrigated Lands below the Sleeping Ute Mountain,  

 Photo credit: Eric Whyte, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe Farm & Ranch Enterprise; Elk*
• Page ii:  Scenic landscape view of South Boulder Creek at sunset in Rollinsville, Colorado*
• Page 6:  A kayaker on the picturesque Piney Lake, located near Vail, Colorado*
• Page 8:  Great Sand Dunes National Park, Colorado*
• Page 12: Jose and Junita Martinez, Costilla County Acequia Community, Photo Credit: Luna Anna Archey
• Page 14: The 40-foot-high Blue Bear sculpture peers into Denver’s downtown convention center*; Aerial view of the Town of Glenwood Springs, Colorado in the Roaring Fork Valley*
• Page 15: Autumn at a cattle ranch in Colorado near Ridgway-County Road 12*; Corn field with Sleeping Ute Mountain backdrop,  

 Photo credit: Eric Whyte, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe Farm & Ranch Enterprise
• Page 16: Osprey, Pandion haliaetus*; The Grand Mesa National Forest, Grand Junction, Colorado*
• Page 17: August 21, 2021 Northwest Drought Tour (Pearl Lake State Park), Photo credit: CWCB; Cameron Peak Fire from Lake Loveland at Sunset*
• Page 18: Ute Mountain Ute Chairman, Manuel Heart, with CWCB Board Directors Paul Bruchez and Heather Dutton, and DNR Director Dan Gibbs. 2022,  

 Photo credit: Kelly Romero-Heaney; Aerial/Drone photograph of a sunset over the Colorado state capitol building*
• Page 20: A brilliant sunrise at the lower Blue Lake in Mount Sne$els Wilderness, Ridgeway, Colorado during the falls season*
• Page 21: Maddox and Scarlett Sands getting ready to go tubing on the South Platte River, Photo credit: Russ Sands

*Shutterstock Stock Image
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