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bere recalled whal turned oul to be the basl lesson ledmed
by a professor sllernng ths carver np
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Hemnghbone progect for mstance. We worked woib ihe
s Do creabe A place thal dadhes the line between faslor-
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" Down East Preservalion™s new location
on South Broad Street offers
a retail store & Design Center.

Includes wood crafted preces [rom the DEP
Wood Shop, southern antigue preces and repur-
posed tems 1o bring historic charm o your
home. The Design Center assists chients with
paint coblors and fabrications

Down East Preservation's New Offices &
Retail. 307 South Broad Streef, Edenion
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Currently DEP 15 working on
a few projects offenng

new opportunities tor
graduating seniors.
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PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE

had been working out of for the previous

Tour years beliind. His company bad out-
pfown & garage and & few dorge conlamfers
g0 he decided 1o parchase thiee neglected
buildangs ai the intersection of Oakum and
Chusch Si. in Edenton.
Ll was a monumseital meve [or the saltepie-
el Whe earlier had made a career move,
pivoelng bom software develapitieal 16
lardwaood restoration. The three buildings
provided the space the growing company
mecded at the time o creale & man -Caimn-

pus housang & wood shop, & design center
aid oMces for the s1all. For the past yvears,
many diving by sotced Dawson and his
teamn meeimge si their large conference table
uhﬁr[illg ot the |]i-.1_'.r.
he tro of IIIIJiII_'IiJIE!i un.E,:lrjﬂ“y aerved
Tﬂw catlon mill comamunity when Tt
wdtablished. Conton smill workers were
paid with tokens only accepied as currency
at the cotion mill stores,
Although Dawson's entreprensurial vision
wiewsl hastoiee honeons beyoid the inter-
section of new meets old, some lown folk
cowldn't believe what Dawson saw,
“1 can 't belwve you beuglt all hree of thoge
buildings, you know. Two years from now,
like, wou're stll going o have vacant space
it buanldimg, What are you thinking”,
asked Colony Tire Owner, Chaslie Creigh-
Log, 8 visaonary @ e owi fghit, “'Let’s
soe 1 iwo years, where [ am, amd we'll talk
abodit it then ™ n:_plu'l]. [EEE ST
Lood aller movang in Dhvwaoi's biand con-

Liwed to grow as more Dol lawas sproated
[rowvn Edst Preservalion signs prompline a
need for more space.

Oether Down East zigns were becoming
Mo apparent as historic homes ok on a
renewed Ll boashng & rendvated histons
pasl perfommed by erafllsmen the company
wiak allrsctng and other appreatice they
Were irainimg.

awson's passion for wood bed the
D cOERnY 1o build a new waod .‘ihu;n

of M. Broad 54 soticeable by the
weatheted, worn antique waoden skl
pracing the enirance (o the faclity. The
building is home o Woodworks Manager
Lucas Belion. Lucas joined the Down East

In 201% Dawson Tyler left the digs he

Pridervabion sam in 2022, bringme has
speciilaed skills in vworkime with reclasmed
wiosind aned congtmicting live edged fumitane
pleces. Today be manages the day-1o-day
pperations of the new woedshoep and team.
Hiz focus ig |:||ar|:|.‘| ai custom bulds and
epoxy work, along with sourcing reclaimed
s local matesals,

inée Edeton @ such a small ares and

there's not a lot of avaiksble contracior,

Dawann's basiness |:|||.iJu:IU|:I|L_-,- P i
on hiring people, some alresdy erafisman,
oifiers, ready to bearm to become one of
Drowyen East™s talented team mesbers,
Do Eadl s comealled 1o preserving his-

tory while building and enbasemg the som-
mdaily. A conmwal challenges Tor eastern
North Carolina is the aotaceable decrease in
populziton.  Dawson explamed one of his
E_'ilil.l.‘i o5 Dy ool Do GPEate q.||_:||:l|.'-rLl.|r:|ilu.'ﬁ
for young peaple searching for a caneer in
L ares.
Y Qoo answers an ad for 2 matenal fin-
net, meaning, we have a2 big dump inuek that
tabes materals 1o all u.l"uurjﬂh gited all IJ:i]-,
bail thei [|u'_',r eiad U S1Opgrng it e wiaod
shap and secang what they ' ne doang, and
they 'l say bey, can |y soese soull (n ke
wiodnd shop™ Mext thing yvou knoew, vou've
pedl an apprenitce. And nexi |J|:mg_ you know,
he's oul oma field team. So yvou're buildme,
busldang from within,™ Dawson said.
“Especially when you're renovating old
structures and hoines, being able 16 conlrol
that paece of 1L 1T vou're workife essemtaally
with a home that is 500 years obld, it's not
EaMiE 1 e Squane, :riE:hL Tarl KROW, We
havie o Doskit lead on each leams that is o5

7

semtially the master craflsman and trams his
oW kit of various specilied sklls.”

ath Dawson and Lucas agres sy
Bgrﬂduﬂ[ing high school atudenls ane

following & historic preservation
Careet ]mﬂfl. I|:u:rr|_'r|[|].- DS n‘url:irﬁt;_ o
few projects offefnme few opportunities for
ctadidling seniars.
“We don 't have enough skall se radesmen
around here so we have to tesch another
El:ru'r;i[iun- |.‘"|_'U|:l|l: ik eratand IIIL"L'I_IIIIZII'LE_
shilled 25 a high end carpenter 15 a preai
way o make a living. College 15 not for
everyvone and if you Bave an eppecuniny o
glay in Ederdton or go just sbout anywhere
vou wani with those skills
Each of Down East's (eams are man-
a.;l.'lJ 'h].' rnaster craftsmen who also
trast their tsam members, teachume
theim teachamgues impotant o ther
crafl.
“This integrated process allows DEP
to create “fleld teams®. The teams ans
easenbally managed by the mastes
craltarsan which train their team mem-

ber, Individuals begin 0o asguire new
and strenger skills, which allows tdhem
| to build their career with us and grves

them the Bexibilaty needed o conmtimue
Lo prow,'” said Dawsen.

ecoiitly, DEPF made another bold
Rgh-ui.'l.'.. beaving the minl campus al
akum and Church St behind as
they moved west o 5. Broad St 1o faciliate
the iseed to be ‘under one neaf® - ExCepl
fof the wood shop which will remssin on M.
Broad S0 and lauich their aewest DEP proj-

ect, retatl sales amd = design department.
“We had a man who bad a pecan tres fall

diwn on hig farm, lngh[rlirﬁH_ sirick i, He
carme 16 and talked 10 Locas &t the Wood
Shop and said, | wane o make a sade wable™,
explaimed Marketng Manager and Lead
Designer, Briley Rascoe. “This 18 bow
unigue DEP can be. The man desigred it for
ong of his children, who was partsal to the
pecan iose, & a birthday gift.,™

The pew 5. Broad SC locatin aow serves ad
oite of Edenlon s fnswelt reladl expetctces
cambining the old with the new. [1's become
a st see destnation store for Edenton
pesidents and viddors alike.



