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CHris EL10TT, NAVIGATING A LLEGACY
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1 hese two boats that 1
own and care for fulfill
all the pleasure, excite-
ment and satisfaction in
sailing that [ need”,

Chris Eliott

n & beawtiful sunny day on
Edenton Bay, you may sec a
solo sailor on a broad reach
or close tack smling into the
harboe under full sal For
VISIOTs, its AN ¢ye Opening experience
depending on the breere
I'hat’s Chns Elhott
mn one of has classic
wooden Celebrity
Sloops — be owns
two - breezmng by
with a wave as he
brings the tiller over,
tacks and heads back
0 open waler
I'he Edenton nalive
bas spent a large pot-
tion of his life under
sail His older broth.
er was a smidor and
taugh Chns to sal
Chess and his beother
learmed the ropes on
Sunfish where the
mishap of capsizing
became a lesson on
how to nght a hoat

uilding sanl boats with hes dad
has left an mdelsble mark on
Elhot. The first boat, the Ce-
lebnity Class sloop, Legacy, 1s
a continual tribute to Ellott’s
craftsmanship The father and son boat-
building wcam finsshed ‘Legacy™ in 1990
“Years later i 2018, on a whim I ook
ber 10 2 wooden bout show m Manteo. |
enjoyed telling people aboul the bost and
folks enjoy hearing aboul her,” saxd Chns,
“1 won my class and started looking for
other shows to attend in Edenton, Oriental
Southport, Georgetown, St Michaels. MD
and Mysue, C
Chrss was hooked on both burlding classx

wooden boats and sailing. He had an op-
portumity to save another Celebaty sloop
that hadn 't Hoated 1in years. It was aboul o
be cut up. He restored “Pansy’ to pristine
condition and started taking ber to shows,
getting the same results. Winning

Between the two boats, twenty seven
shows, they have
always woa ther
class and many tmes
we would win Best
of Show or Peoples
Choice awards™, said
Chns “It's just an-
other way of emjoving
myy satlboats. It's very
good foe the perpetus-
tzon of the boats.”
His father was very
prowd of his son’s
shility. Building [.ega-
¢y with his fasther was
a wonder lul expen-
ence. e speaks often
about the special rela-
tsonship they formed

around boats.
' “My greatest regret is
that I didn’t thank o
altend a show when Dad was alive,” contm-
ues Chris. “He would have loved i.”

n Chris’s saxty years of sailing, asa

lxcensed captain and blue water racer,

he has a full log book of long distance

passages

“I have crewed for seven dillerent
Amenca’s Cuap skipper,” sd Chns, “ 1
saled with the best sailors oa the planet,
wmnamg two world champioashaps along
the way.™
While his long dsstance mcing days are
over the stern, the two shoops feed has pas-
soon for the plessure, excitement and satis-
faction that any of the big boats ever did
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Ower the years, Elbot has gone through
stages of casual cruising, beer can racing,
and major race seres, mostly on the east
coast. He has been a sling charter boat
captain, and was in the sailmaking industry
for forty plus years traiming and coaching
his chent’s crews

‘ ‘ "ve campaigned myy own J24
al the local and international
level with great success™, said
Chris, “I currently volumteer
as o crew member on the
15¢th Century Elizabeth I in Mamco. I'm
now in the Wooden Bost Show stage of my
sailing career. At this stage in my hfe, 1am
OK with that”, sand Chs. 1 thank my boats
need to be seen, so [ oflen sail in and oul of
the harbor. [ love to share my boats. [ ike to
be part of the ‘show” here in Edenton ™
So when your eye’s widen when Elliott

tacks into the harbor, it’s a specal site. He's
navigating a Legacy, knowing his father's
along for the sail.



