
March 7, 2026 

 

Utah Office of Energy Development, 

 

Utah has been selected for "Operation Gigawatt" the first in a series of planned Holtec nuclear 

reactors across the Wasatch front and down into dehydrated Southern Utah. I am reaching out 

to you with the following question as both a citizen and a Cybersecurity Information Security 

officer residing in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 

What is the projected health of the Great Salt Lake including elevation, toxic dust exposure, brine shrimp 

viability, and lake-effect precipitation at operational license end and at 100, 300, and 1,000 years post-

shutdown, accounting for 8.97 gigawatts of continuous waste heat into a terminal basin with no thermal 

exit pathway, the 43-percent probability of a Wasatch Fault magnitude 6.75 seismic event within 50 

years, and simultaneous cooling water loss and radiological release into the primary water supply of 80 

percent of Utah's population and who is liable for the irreversible harm across the full decay timeline? 

 

The first of the proposed Operation Gigawatt sites is located in Brigham City, Utah. The 

selected SMR-300 site is located on the Wasatch fault within a city whose western boundary is 

the Bear River Bay of the Great Salt Lake and whose limits contain the Bear River Migratory 

Bird Refuge Visitor Center. The 24.2 square miles has a radius of approximately 2.75 from the 

center of Brigham City. With the lake forming on the western boundary and the eastern edge of 

the city center is at most roughly 5 miles from the lakeshore. Given that most industrial sites are 

closer to infrastructure corridors (the i15 which runs through the city) through simple geometry 

we can observe the SMR-300 placement site is within 1 - 3 miles of the refugee site. 

 

Further the proposed nuclear fleet runs along the Wasatch Fault which is a 240 miles directly 

beneath Utah's entire urban corridor from Idaho in the north through Ogden, Salt Lake City, 

and Provo to Nephi in the south  placing 80 percent of Utah's population and 75 percent of its 

economy within 15 miles of a fault system whose rock has been measured as frictionally weaker 

than standard models assumed, and whose surface displacement of up to 20 feet would sever 

the cooling water infrastructure on which passive nuclear safety depends across a 240-mile 

failure corridor. In 2020 Utah experienced a magnitude 5.7 earthquake which I felt all the way 

down in Utah County, and The Salt Lake Temple is undergoing a massive seismic retrofit 

designed to withstand a ~7.3 magnitude earthquake after analysis was performed disclosing the 

conditions for a 6.0 magnitude earthquake not far from the selected locations of the Nuclear 

Reactors. The Utah Geological Survey named Brigham City by name as one of the two highest-

risk locations on the fault.  

 

The Utah Office of Energy Development, as the state agency administering Operation Gigawatt, 

made a public commitment to the Brigham City SMR-300 deployment in November 2025 

representing $750 million in private investment and over 1,300 jobs. This inquiry requests that 

the Office identify the thermodynamic and hydrological analyses it relied upon in making that 

commitment — specifically, what assessment was conducted of the cumulative water loss to the 



Great Salt Lake resulting from a continuous 8.97-gigawatt waste heat discharge into a terminal 

basin with no thermal exit pathway, across the full operational and post-shutdown decay 

timeline. Further, what analysis has been performed on highest driving information-energy 

demands on Utah’s power grid and what has been done to advance technology requirements? 

 

The Great Salt Lake is dehydrating at such a rate the President of the United States on February 

23, 2026, named the Great Salt Lake “a real environmental disaster” and promised the people of 

Utah he would do ALL to save the Great Salt Lake and as the Planetary Information Security 

Officer at Infoton and an 8th generation prominent Utahn, I have committed to do the same. 

1. National Environmental Policy Act 42 U.S.C. § 4332, 2, C, i, ii, v,  

2. Migratory Bird Treaty Act 16 U.S.C. §§ 703–712 

3. Clean Air Act 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq.,  

4. Clean Water Act Thermal Discharge 33 U.S.C. § 1326, 316, a,  

5. Atomic Energy Act Public Liability 42 U.S.C. § 2014, § 7407, § 7409, § 2210 

6. National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act 16 U.S.C. § 668dd 

The federal government's acquisition of 22,311 acres Utah 2026 Legislative Session, March 6, 

means Governor Spencer J. Cox and closed-door collaborators of Operation Gigawatt in a 

dehydrating region the federal government acquired for restoration purposes. The statutory 

framework governing that property 16 U.S.C. § 668dd, and 42 U.S.C. § 9601 creates direct 

federal land management and liability obligations that did not exist prior to this transfer. 

1. Federal Land Policy and Management Act 43 U.S.C. § 1701 et seq. 

2. The Refuge Compatibility Standard 50 C.F.R. § 29.1 

3. CERCLA / Superfund 42 U.S.C. § 9601 et seq. 

4. National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act, a, 4, B, 1997, 16 U.S.C. § 668dd 

This inquiry has been submitted simultaneously to all agencies with potential jurisdiction. 

Referral to another agency will not substitute for a direct response from this office. A written 

response is requested within 30 [non-business] days of receipt with the name and title of the 

agency official responsible for the response. Absent a substantive response within that period, 

this inquiry and the non-response will be submitted to the relevant congressional oversight 

committees and entered into the public record. 

 

Thank you for your expedited response, 

 

January Walker 

Citizen Salt Lake City, Utah 

Executive, Infoton 

Planetary Information Security Officer 

ORCID: 0009-0000-6843-2051 

https://orcid.org/0009-0000-6843-2051
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