
 
“CallerID” -  The Discovery and Inven6ion of “Caller Iden6fica6on” 

CLAIMS 42, 43 and 44 which lead to what is known today as: 

CallerID 
Link to the en*re Patent 4,797,911 

 
h3ps://ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/4797911 
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School of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Presentation to

While testing ‘Answer Detection’ algorithm, 
telephone set began to ring, and my 
oscilloscope was displaying multiple 

modulated waveforms. 

These waveforms turned out to represent the 
phone number of the caller!

How CallerID Became a Global Phenomena
School of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Presentation to

• Discovery and decryption of calling party’s telephone number led to 
caller’s identification
❖ Telephone number of calling party was used to extract personal 

information from database and displaying it on agent’s terminal screen 
helping validate the calling party 

telephones had no displays until late 1980’s

❖ “Identifying Caller”, Melita International’s solution was first deployed 
at American Express, Phenix, AZ around 1986

https://ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/4797911










 


