
Supplemental Feeding 
 
Feeding bluegill pellet food is a proven 

management practice used to increase the number 
of “quality” and “trophy” size bluegill in ponds.  
Feeding produces unusually large and healthy 
bluegill and increases their reproductive potential.  
In addition, feeding concentrates fish for improved 
catch rates and provides entertainment from 
watching the fish eat.  Given these benefits we 
recommend initiating an intensive feeding program 
in your pond. 

In an effort to benefit the entire bluegill 
population, fish food should be applied from at 
least 1 feeding station for every 5 acres of water.  
Each feeding station should dispense feed at a rate 
of 5-10 lbs/day during the growing season (March - 
October).  The daily ration should be divided into 3 
short feeding periods, such as: early morning, late 
morning, and late afternoon.  Several short periods 
are necessary to reduce feed waste because bluegill 
have small stomachs and will not consume much at 
once.  Most commercial floating catfish fingerling 
pellets are suitable for 
feeding bluegill.  These 
types of feeds are readily 
available on the market; 
Purina® makes an 
excellent pellet, under the 
name, “Game Fish 
Chow”.  Game Fish 
Chow is made up of 
several different pellet 
sizes that can be 
consumed by a wide size 
range of bluegill.  

For an additional boost to the bluegill 
population, feeding in the winter is an option.  
Winter feeding keeps the bluegill plump and healthy 
during a period when natural food is not readily 
available.  To improve consumption in the cold 
months, a sinking feed may be used.  Sinking feed 
can be purchased during the winter at most dealers 
that normally stock fish food.  Several feeding 
periods should be maintained for the winter also.  
However, the timer on the feeder should be 
changed in late October to adjust for the shorter 
day length. 

We market Texas Hunter automated fish 
feeders.  Simply put, these feeders are the finest of 
their kind.  Texas Hunter directional feeders are 
offered in three sizes (LM135 - 70 pound capacity , 
LM175 - 100 pound capacity, and LM435 - 250 
pound capacity) and they are only available in green. 
They are powered by rechargeable 12-volt batteries 
and come equipped with a solar charger.  Texas 
Hunter directional feeders may be conveniently 
mounted with adjustable legs on the bank, or on 
with fixed dock legs on piers. 
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Supplemental feeding attracts bluegill to certain areas so they 
are easier to catch. 

Optimally, choose a floating 
ration with multiple pellet sizes. 
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Aquatic Weed Control 
 
Aquatic weed growth can be a serious problem 

in recreational ponds.  Weeds use up important 
nutrients in fertilizers that are intended for fish 
production, as well as interfere with normal 
activities such as fishing and swimming.  In 
addition, excessive weed growth detracts from the 
aesthetic value of a pond, particularly if it is the 
focal point of a recreational area. 

There are three approaches we use to prevent 
or reduce unwanted aquatic weeds.  They can be 
placed in 3 different categories: chemical control, 
biological control, and sunlight-limiting control.  
Often, an integrated approach involving a 
combination of these tools offers the most effective 
solution.    

Chemical control involves the use of aquatically 
approved herbicides to reduce or eradicate aquatic 
weeds.  Although chemical control can be costly on 
large areas, it is usually the best method for a quick 
response.   

The most common form of biological control is 
stocking grass carp.  Grass carp are often 
introduced into ponds at low stocking densities as a 
preventive measure before weeds become 
established.  However, once weeds have become 
established, a higher density of grass carp is needed 
to control them.  Grass carp readily eat a variety of 
common weeds, do not reproduce, and are fairly 
inexpensive.  Typically, grass carp become less 
effective when they reach 6 to 7 years old and must 

be restocked.  One drawback to grass carp is their 
propensity to train on pellet food intended for 
bluegill; thereby reducing the effectiveness of a 
supplemental feeding program.   

There are also a variety of water colorants or 
dyes that can be added to ponds before weeds 
become established that limit sunlight penetration 
and “shade out” certain types of weeds.  A 
regimented fertilization program is often the most 
effective form of sunlight-limiting control.  
Typically, phytoplankton blooms stimulated early in 
the spring through fertilization can shade out 
potential weed growth before it becomes a problem.   

 

RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

Grass carp are often introduced for long-term control (top).  
Pond dyes temporarily limit sunlight to retard aquatic weed 
growth (bottom).   

Herbicide application is typically the quickest form of weed  
control. 
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Dam and Shoreline Maintenance 
 
Dam and shoreline maintenance should be 

addressed periodically to ensure the integrity of the 
dam and overall recreational value of the pond.   
The dam should be kept free of trees; roots may 
eventually tunnel into the dam, creating weak spots.  
If mature trees are already present, they should not 
be cut down, as dead and decaying roots are 
potentially more harmful.  Generally, tress less than 
4 inches in diameter at breast height do not have 
roots penetrating the core of the dam and should be 
removed before they become a threat to the 
structure of the dam.    

In an effort to prevent erosion the entire dam 
should be covered with a manageable grass.  Large 
rock is recommended at the waterline along the dam 
face if there is the potential for erosion from wave 
action.  The spillway should also have some type of 
erosion prevention.  The amount and frequency of 
water flow should determine the type.  The bottom 
and sides of the spillway should be lined with large 
rock or concrete if water flows across it often.  For 

spillways that are used less frequently, well 
maintained grass provides sufficient erosion 
protection.  Spillways should be checked 
periodically and any debris should be cleared.    

Additionally, the shoreline and surrounding 
watershed should be vegetated to prevent erosion 
and muddy water.  If necessary, livestock should be  
provided limited access to the pond.  Heavier 
vegetation should be trimmed or treated with 
herbicide. 

Beavers and muskrats can cause aesthetic and 
structural damage to sport fish lakes.  Large rock 
placed along the waterline of the dam will usually 
prevent beavers and muskrats from boring in.  
Trees can be protected by wrapping steel mesh 
around the base of the tree to a height of about 4 
feet.  Otters often visit ponds from nearby creeks 
and can have a significant impact of the fish 
population.  Droppings with scales and fish bones 
are evidence of otter visits.  These nuisance animals 
should be removed as soon as detected.  Techniques 
include body-gripping traps, snares, foothold traps, 
and shooting.  Permits and licenses may be required.   
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Beavers and muskrats can bore in to the side of the dam and weaken its structure.  Emergency spillways should be lined with 
concrete if they receive heavy flow (inset). 
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Nuisance Animal Control 
 
Several different aquatic animals can affect the 

management of small impoundments.  Some critters  
bore holes and make dens in the dams of ponds.  
This can reduce the integrity of the dam as well as 
ruin the aesthetic value of the pond.  Other animals 
can impact the fish community.  However, there are 
many aquatic animals that have little negative impact 
on ponds or the fish community and coexist quite 
well.  Determining if an animal has a negative effect 
on a sport fish pond, and then creating a method of 
control is an important component of a 
comprehensive management program.   

Beavers and muskrats are common residents of 
sport fish ponds across the Southeast.  Although 
they seem to have little affect on the fish 
community, they are both capable of significant 
aesthetic and structural damage.  They often bore in 
to the shoreline of ponds to create dens.  Dens built 
along the dam can eventually weaken the structure 
of the dam.  Beavers are especially capable of  
severe timber destruction around the shoreline.  

Attempts to remove 
beavers and muskrats 
should begin as soon as 
detected.  Techniques 
include body-gripping 
traps, snares, foothold 
traps, and shooting.  
Complete removal of 
beavers and muskrats can 
be quite difficult in small 
impoundments, thus 
protecting the dam and 
shoreline trees may be 
necessary.  Large rock 
placed along the waterline of the dam will usually 
prevent beavers and muskrats from boring in.  
Trees can be protected by wrapping steel mesh 
around the base of the tree to a height of about 4 
feet.     

Otters can be frequent visitors of sport fish 
ponds, especially if they are built on or near a large 
creek.  Otters consume large amounts of fish each 
day and can have a significant impact on a sport fish 
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Shoreline beaver damage. 

Puncture wounds left by otters on largemouth bass and gizzard shad (inset). 
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community.  Their impact varies with the number 
of individuals present, frequency of visits, and size 
of the pond.  Otters are secretive and often go 
unseen; however, droppings with scales and fish 
bones are evidence of their presence.  Techniques 
for removal include body-
gripping traps, snares, 
foothold traps, and 
shooting. 

Many fish-eating birds 
visit sport fish ponds 
seasonally or even daily.  
Cormorants are probably 
capable of the most 
destruction to fish 
communities as they often 
congregate in large numbers 
to over winter in the 
southeast.  Lakes located 
near large river systems 
and/or near large catfish operations are the most 
susceptible to cormorant problems.  Also, ponds 
with an abundance of standing timber seem to be 
particularly attractive.  Depending on the food 
availability, cormorants may remain on a pond for 
months, potentially making a large impact on the 
fish community.  The best approach to controlling 
cormorant predation on small impoundments is to 

use harassment techniques.  These techniques often 
involve shooting guns, noise makers, cannons, etc.  
However, this technique requires a dedicated effort 
and often must be repeated several times a day for 
several weeks.  Lethal control of cormorants 
requires a depredation permit issued by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  

Herons and kingfishers usually have a solitary 
lifestyle and will not congregate in large groups.  
Although, their impact may be more noticeable in 
small ponds less than 1 or 2 acres, their control is 
hardly worth the effort.  Mergansers also visit 
southeastern ponds during the winter; however, 
their impact appears minimal.             

A long-time misconception is that turtles can 
become too abundant and can affect the balance of 
a fish community.  Turtles typically forage on 
aquatic invertebrates, plant material, and dead 
organic matter.   Although they may stumble upon 
an occasional nest of fish eggs, turtles have no 
noticeable effect on the ability for sport fish to 
reproduce sufficiently.    

If an aquatic animal is thought to be negatively 
impacting the recreational value of a sport fish 
pond, it is recommended that you consult one of 
our fisheries biologists before control measures are 
taken.  Remember to follow the state game laws and 
acquire permits and licenses if required.   
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Cormorant 

Great Blue Heron 
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