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FIVE ESSENTIAL GOALS FOR DISCIPLESHIP
When you disciple someone, what is your end goal?  Do you have a goal?  Do you just pick the next curriculum that seems to be hot at the time?  Is there a method to your madness?  
Here is a guide for you.  Five sign posts to gauge if you are on the right road or if you have gotten off track and need to come back.  Publishing houses have an agenda.  They are a business.  They are in the business of making money.  That's fine!  Have at it!  But it is not always helpful to the disciple maker.  
Your goal is five-fold and the Bible is the best tool to get to where you want to go.  It’s cheaper too.  You already have one!
Goal number one - you are to develop a disciple who loves God with everything that is within them.  (see the Great Commandment - Mark 12:30-31; Matthew 22:37; Luke 10:27; Deut. 6:5) 
Goal number two - you are to develop a disciple who loves all others, even their enemies. (see Mark 12:31; Matthew 22:39; Matthew 5:43-48; Exodus 23:4)
Goal number three - you are to develop a disciple who thinks like or has the mind of Christ. (see 1 Cor. 2:16; Rom. 12:2; Phil. 2:1-11)
Goal number four - you are to develop a disciple who behaves like or has the character of Christ. (see Rom. 6-8; Gal. 5:22-24; Rom. 8:29; Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 11:1; Eph. 5:1-2; 1 John 2:6; 1 John 3:2-3) 
Goal number five - you are to develop a disciple whose life produces eternal, lasting fruit when they do ministry or disciple others. (see Matthew 4:19-20; Matthew 28:16-20; John 15; Col. 1:10; Titus 2:3; 2 Timothy 2:2; the multitude of passages on sowing, multiplying and planting)
Does your disciple need to grow in thinking like Jesus?  Or maybe they are strong in theology but not so much in bearing fruit?  Use these five essential goals as spiritual health indicators.  Now that you have these targets in mind, when you do purchase curriculum for discipleship you will now know what your disciple needs and what to look for to advance them toward Christlikeness.
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