christian advance archives
advance in the word – the importance of remembering – 02/23/18

IMPORTANCE OF REMEMBERING
In Mark 8:18 Jesus asks one of His important questions addressing His disciples, "do you not remember?" 
The issue begins with the Pharisees demanding Jesus show them a sign.  (They want to be in control of how God legitimately discloses Himself to the world). Jesus says, no can do!
Then the issue of bread comes up again.  Jesus has fed 5,000 in chapter 6, then 4,000 in chapter 8 and now the issue comes up again.  Remembrance is a powerful thing. It discloses the condition of the human heart.  If I make a point to intentionally remember something said, an event, or a person's name, it reveals a heart that is grateful, thankful, loving and willing to remember.  If I habitually forget, it shows my heart is hard and unwilling to surrender to external input.  It is obvious the disciples did not deliberately and intentionally try to retain and understand what happened at both these events.  The writer lets us know in 6:52 and 8:17 that even Jesus' disciples had hard hearts that had to be transformed.  Remembering what Jesus has done and the fullness and abundance that He provides indicates who He is.  That is the importance of remembering.  You will see who God is when you look back at your basket-fulls! A God who provides in fullness to your need and abundance in your lack.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is no coincidence that this passage of remembering the full satisfaction Jesus provided twice already with the 5,000 and the 4,000, leads to the following proclamation by Peter, "You are the Christ." (8:29) Remembering what Jesus has done reminds you who He is.
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