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[bookmark: _GoBack]DISCIPLE LIKE A PHARISEE?
In the above article on Mark 12:18-27, take note of two wonderful principles of basic discipleship that needs to be transferred from one generation to another. 
Understand Scripture.
Understand the power of God.
The Sadducees did not understand either.  But what about the Pharisees? It seems they did understand the Scriptures.  They seemed to understand the power of God.  Jesus even tells the crowd to do what the Pharisees tell them.  Matthew 23:3 is a curious verse:
" ... therefore, all that they tell you, do and observe, ...".  Jesus even uses them as a high standard of righteousness that needs to be surpassed as a follower of Christ (see Matt. 5:20). Can this be true?  Isn't Jesus at war with the Pharisees?  Well the article above shows Jesus has more in common with the theology of the Pharisees than He did with the Sadducees.  The Pharisees too believed in the resurrection.  Yet, Jesus does warn the people "but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them."  We too can be like Pharisees, teaching the right things but not doing them.  As we disciple others we have to walk the talk and obey the word through action.  And this all needs to be done out of a heart of grateful love toward God under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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