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DOES JESUS LET GO?
"If we miss Christ, it will not be because we have turned down one witness to him. It will be a million signals that we have missed." The above quote is from Dr. Dennis Kinlaw in Malchus' Ear p. 37. In it, Dr. Kinlaw makes the point that even Jesus let go of some folks and respected their choice to not follow Him. As painful as it must have been for a redeeming God who wanted to redeem them, and was willing to die for them, He knew their heart and where the point of no return was in their lives. Knowing their heart, He let them go and walk off into an eternity of darkness.
Obviously, Judas comes to mind. Does Jesus chase after Judas as he goes to betray Him? Jesus knows full well what his betrayal will cost this misguided disciple. Then there is the rich young ruler who goes away sad because he cannot follow Jesus. Mark 10:21 clearly tells us Jesus loved him. He loved him with a perfect love ... A love which lacked nothing. Yet, Jesus lets go and watched as the young man walks back into darkness. Herod is another example. Jesus comes in with no words for Herod. It is possible He never even looked at this local ruler. He beheaded John the Baptist, so if he will not listen to the forerunner why would he listen to the one mightier than John? Herod simply is bored and wants a miracle show. Jesus has to let him go and he will spend an eternity in darkness. The Bible is a mountain of words but there comes a time when God becomes silent and there is nothing more to say. At that point God lets go.
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