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HE WILL DO IT
There are four very important words found in 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24. It is indicated throughout Scripture but is a clear declaration of hope in this verse. The call is to be whole, complete, perfect before God. "May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through (NIV) (the NASB has "sanctify you entirely"). May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it."
We cannot make ourselves like Jesus. We are called to love God with all (Deut. 6:5) and we are called to love our neighbor as we love ourselves (Lk. 10:27). This is what Jesus did 24/7/365. Jesus is a perfect model for us. There is a chasm between where I am and where I am called. Between my-likeness and Christ-likeness. How do I get there? He will do it! Can God sanctify me through and through? Can He sanctify me entirely? Paul seems to think so. But how? He will do it! Come by grace through faith. Yes, surrender. Yes, trust Him. Yes, obey Him. But you cannot sanctify your whole spirit, soul and body and keep yourself blameless. Partner with God, wake up with a "Yes, Lord!" on your lips. Don't hinder Him but allow Him to transform your spirit, soul and body into Christ-likeness. He wants to do it and He will do it!
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