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[bookmark: _GoBack]It All Comes Crashing In (Jeremiah 25)
The days in which Jeremiah prophesied were not unlike our own.  Nations were rising to prominence and some prominent nations were dissolving away. Jeremiah 25:1-7 helps us understand the times Jeremiah lived in and lets us know he had been preaching to this rebellious people for twenty-three years to no effect.  This clearly points to the fact that God is not concerned with results but with obedience.  This is true throughout Scripture.  
The New Testament pronouncement, “The wages of sin is death.” Was on display, in real life, over 650 years before Paul pens it.  Wrath has come.  It begins with the people of God, moves among the nations and ends with Babylon.  This same pattern can be observed in Ezekiel 9:6; 1 Peter 4:17; Revelation 18 but salvation follows the same road, “first for the Jew then for the gentile.” It is the way of God’s choosing.
Why did God’s wrath happen? Well, in general, all nations are involved in an intentional deafness, a refusal to listen to God (5:21; 6:10; 25:3,4,7,9). Then there is the idolatry (10; 25:6).  Whatever captures our heart other than God is an idol and the sky is the limit. Next, and closely related to idolatry is sexual immorality (2:20,24; 3:6; 9:3; 13:27; 23:10; etc.) which was tied to their religious practices and pagan culture.  Finally, it was not unusual for societies to practice child sacrifice (2 Chron 33:6; 2 Kings 24:1-4).  These are mentioned as common sins among the pagan nations and even Judah.
But there are sins uniquely called out by God.  Sins that His people commit and there must be an accounting!  Refusal to keep the Sabbath is a specific cause for their seventy years of exile in Babylonia (2 Chron. 36:17-21).  Instead of sanctifying their time to God and honoring the covenant relationship they entered into, the people of God treated as ordinary the land God had given them and refused to set apart time for it to rest.
In conjunction with the covenant they had made, spiritual adultery is brought up time and again (2:19 but they show no fear; 2:22,23,35 and deny their guilt; and have no shame 3:3, 6:15).  To practice spiritual adultery is treason, betrayal and treachery toward the bride’s husband, toward Him as King and His rule.
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