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JESUS FOR KING: JEREMIAH 21-23
In Jeremiah 21-23 there are a series of kings that have disastrously filled the role of “king” for the people of Jerusalem and Judah. God, through Jeremiah, calls the out by name for what they have done: Zedekiah, Shallum, Jehoiakim and Coniah.  The role of governing people has specific earmarks and these kings missed the true mark of a king by declining to be and do what YHWH (God) expects from the king of His people.
Chapter 23 shows a promised king who is coming that will be and do all that is required of a true king of Israel.  He will do justice and be righteous.  Just are his actions and righteous is his character, the core of who he is.  
In context with these chapters we can see right governance.  God is looking for a king who defends the defenseless (21:12; 22:3), does no violence (22:3) nor abuses the power he holds (22:13-17) and lives a life of godliness (see Deut. 17:14-20).  In order to establish justice in the land a king needs to actually be just.  From that matrix flows actions of justice in all he does.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The name of this king is “The LORD our righteousness” (23:6). He can be seen in detail in Isaiah as well (11:1-5).  This Branch is not only righteous but He has the ability to make His people righteous too.  The people can also be just in the way they behave toward others and right in their character.  Without this King it is impossible, but with this King it is reality.  Forever live the King!
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