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POOR IN SPIRIT - WHAT JESUS TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES 
We need not wonder what Jesus meant by the term “disciple”.  He spent much of His life on earth defining that very term through words and actions.  His disciples heard, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  This is a clear description of the spiritual perspective a disciple of Jesus is to possess.  The daily walk of our life is to be one of bowing in immeasurable thankfulness, inexpressible gratefulness and total dependence on their LORD.  We are beggars who seek the counsel of the LORD for all things because we properly see ourselves as spiritually destitute.  As a follower of Jesus, He truly is our all-in-all.
This initially seems completely foreign to the American Christian who has all she needs physically and whose culture has not taught her to think spiritually.  The level of humility Jesus calls for in Matthew 5 is strange, if not shocking, to most citizens of developed nations with a high standard of living.  This strange standard of discipleship means to live in this world destitute of wealth, influence, position or honor.  If Jesus provides it, give Him praise.  He may or He may not.  Remember He is shaping you into His likeness and knows the best path for you to take.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teach your disciple to have a spiritual worldview taught by Jesus.  This means seeing oneself in complete and total dependence upon Jesus due to being spiritually destitute and bankrupted without Him. Inner joy, peace and happiness is the result.  This attitude of owing Jesus all, brings genuine joy and promises, that if found, will be forever. 
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