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RELATIONAL GOD
Part of one’s investment in discipling others should be based upon a theology of discipleship.  What is the theology behind discipleship?  Is there a theology behind discipleship?  The simple command by Jesus to His disciples in Matthew 28:19-20 is good theology and the only plan Jesus had for the survival of the church.  However, the origin of His directive goes back farther than time!
Imagine the God-only existence before Creation in Genesis 1.  Only God has existed forever and there is nothing else.  God is Trinitarian.  The Father eternal.  The Son eternal.  The Holy Spirit eternal.  Three yet One!  All three persons of the One Godhead have always interacted and been in relationship.  That means relationship has always existed, is Divine and can be included in the character of the One True God.
Fast forward.  We were created in His image!  That means we are to be in relationship with Him and others.  To be in relationship with others for the glory of God, is to exercise the divine character.  For two or three to gather is to enact and practice what has been eternally happening long before the world began.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next time you favor to be alone, remember God has always been in relationship. Alone, is not His character.  We are created in His image.  So, we are to be in relationship with Him and others.  The best two human expressions of the Divine relationship are seen in a Christ centered marriage and in a discipling relationship.  This is the beginning of the theology of discipleship.  It began before the world came into being.  Being in relationship with a like-minded small group was taking place before the Cosmos existed.
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