Thank you for purchasing Pacman’s Crystal Monkey Juice! 
Substrate Preparation:
Prepare substrate as you normally would with a quality primer/sealer making sure surface is free of rust, debris and contaminates.
Base coat:
Choose a light-colored base coat that will contrast well with the black accent coat that will be applied over the crystal solution.
Tip: Silver metallic or even silver metal flake work very well as a base for the crystal effect. 
Protecting the base coat:
For best results we recommend using a quality 2k clearcoat to lock down the basecoat, especially if metal flake is used. This gives you a surface that can be sanded completely smooth, which is critical for applying the crystal solution. It also gives you a good point to sand back to if crystals produced are less than desirable. (3-4 coats are recommend if flake is used as the base)
Preparing surface for crystal solution application:
Once clearcoat is dry sand smooth using progressive grits of wet sandpaper (600grit-1000grit).
Clean all residue from part with ammonia free window cleaner.
Crystal Solution application:
This can be accomplished in several ways depending on the project's shape and curvature.
 1) Simply pour the solution over the substrate. This is somewhat wasteful unless you use a bucket or similar container to catch the runoff.
2) Use a microfiber cloth to wipe the solution over the surface, ensuring to get an even coverage. This is the technique we most often use. 
3) Use a spray bottle of some sort to spray the solution evenly over the surface. (We have had mixed results with this technique as it's hard to get an even coating of solution on the surface.)
Crystal development:
As the moisture evaporates, the crystals will begin to form. This process depends on ambient temperature and humidity. It can take anywhere from a couple of minutes to 10-15 minutes for crystals to begin forming. You can somewhat manipulate the crystal pattern by "poking" the substrate with a toothpick or wooden skewer to give the crystal a starting point.
Once the crystals are fully formed let the part dry for at least 1/2 hour to make sure all moisture has evaporated. Do not use heat or air movement (fan) to speed the drying process as this will disturb the crystals.
Application of contrasting topcoat:
Use a darker color that will contrast well with the lighter colored base coat. We use an over-reduced base coat as the topcoat. Mix base coat as per manufacturer's instructions and further reduce by 10-15%. 
When spraying the topcoat, adjust the spray gun so that a minimal amount of material can be sprayed at a lower pressure. 
IMPORTANT! Do not oversaturate the crystals with the topcoat. Less is more here. Oversaturating the crystals will dissolve them before the paint can dry. Apply very light, mist coats until desired coverage is achieved. Each coat should almost be a "dry spray" coat.
Exposing the crystal pattern:
Let the contrast topcoat flash off for 5-10 minutes depending on temp and humidity. Once dry, use a red or gray scuff pad (preferably a well-used one) and soapy water to "wet sand" the crystals off. This will be done with very light (almost no) pressure. You want to barely scuff the surface just enough to break the topcoat and allow the water to dissolve the crystals formed by the solution. 
Protecting your crystal pattern:
Lock in your crystal pattern using a quality 2k clearcoat. Just like with flake, be sure to apply enough material to bury any texture left behind from the crystal formations. Once the lock down clear is cured you can cut and buff as normal or continue with more graphics or candy topcoat. Now sit back and admire your unique crystal paint job!
Please visit our website: www.drunkmonkeygarage.com
As well as our social media sites:
YouTube.com: @drunkmonkeygarage1
Facebook.com: Drunk Monkey Garage
Instagram: drunkmonkeygarage1

