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Congratulations to Corcoran Lions 

Celebrating 60 years on December 1, 1965 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Way to go Lions and Clubs – We are GROWING! 
Thank you for all your dedication and commitment to strengthening our Clubs, our District, and 
Lions International. Your hard work is paying off, and our increasing membership means we can 

achieve even more together. New Members = More Service!! 
 

New Member Sponsor Club 

Amy Vallen Silvai Orengo-Nania Mpls. Ambassadors 

Carver Morgel Hannah Maxwell Mpls. Downtown Next Generation 

Edward Noff Michael Crenshaw Brooklyn Park Lions 

Jeffrey Mella, MD Teri Wolner Mpls. Ambassadors 

Jessica Balego Sherrie Buda Mpls. Northeast 

Jolie Schmidt Silvai Orengo-Nania Mpls. Ambassadors 

Katy Olson Denise Dietz Mpls. Northeast 

Ken Jambois Steven Carlyle Robbinsdale 

Kristen Kraimer, MD Teri Wolner Mpls. Ambassadors 

Mark Johnston Debbie Kettles Mpls. Northeast 

Matt Barnes Heidi Zaworski Mpls. Northeast 

Melissa Corkins Thy Thoeut Mpls Ambassadors 

Nepa Bryant Michael Crenshaw Brooklyn Park Lions 

Noah Balego Sherrie Buda Mpls. Northeast 

 
Congratulations! You’re now a part of the world’s largest humanitarian service organization. 

This means that you’ve joined a global community of kind-hearted, service-minded people, dedicated to 
making a positive impact. 

We couldn’t be happier to have you as a Lion! 
Click here for more information from Lions Club International 

 

 

Let’s Keep PUMPING UP THE 5M-5 PRIDE! 
  

Thank you to all members who shared the opportunity!! 
You Rock!! Welcome New Lions! 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/new-members
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

If the Date (Month, Day) is blue and underlined, that is a link to more info, a flyer, an email, or a 
website. If the Date (Month, Day) is black and not underlined, there is no link or further 

information at this time. 
Submit articles, news, photo for the next issue by the 25th To this email: lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

 

 
DECEMBER 2025 

Dec 2025 
Brooklyn Center Lions Holiday 
Nuts   

Dec 2025 Hopkins Lions Holiday Nuts   

Dec 2025 
Lions International Trading Pin 
Club (LITPC) Scholarship Info   

Dec 2025 Maple Grove Lions Toys for Tots   

Dec 2025 Mpls. NE Lions Holiday Nuts   

12/02/2025 
Hopkins Lions-Twin Cities Show 
Chorus – Holiday Party 

Hopkins Elk Club 
30 8th Avenue S, Hopkins 

5:30 PM Social 
6:15 PM Dinner 
7:15 PM Show Starts 

12/05/2025 Project New Hope Retreat Faith Haven Camp near 
Battle Lake, MN NA 

12/05/2025 
Robbinsdale Reindeer Games Bar 
Crawl 

Marna's, Eagles Nest, Pig At My Pizza, 
Birdhouse, Wicked Wort  

12/06/2025 
Brooklyn Park Lions Breakfast 
with Santa 

Brooklyn Park Community Center 
Grandview Room 

7:30 AM to 
12 Noon 

12/06/2025 
Crystal Lions Holiday Market & 
Bake Sale 

Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 10 AM to 3 PM 

12/06/2025 
Eden Prairie Lioness Lions Art & 
Craft Fair 

Grace Church 
9101 Eden Prairie Road 9 AM to 4 PM 

12/09/2025 
Mpls NE Lions Holiday Party 
(ALL ARE WELCOME) 

Jax Café 
1928 University Ave NE 

6 PM 
RVSP by 11-28-2025 

12/10/2025 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

12/12/2025 
KS95 for Kids Radiothon-MN Lions 
Childhood Cancer Mall of America Rotunda  

12/15/2025 
Eden Prairie Lions 52nd Annual 
Wild Game Dinner 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
13600 Technology Drive. 

RSVP 
by 12-10-2025 

12/19/2025 Lions Night at the MINNESOTA 
FROST 

Grand Casino Arena 
199 West Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul 7 PM 

12/20/2025 Robbinsdale Lions Celebrity 
Bartending Wicked Wort 11 AM to 5 PM 

12/31/2025 Maple Grove Lions  
1st Annual Ice Fishing Contest Main Street Maple Grove  

12/31/2025 Club Excellence Award (Due for 
Date for Training Req’s)   

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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JANUARY 2025 

01/09/2026 Mid-Winter Convention, Day 1 
Sheraton Minneapolis West 
12201 Ridgedale Drive 
Minnetonka, MN 

Noon 

01/10/2026 5M5 Cabinet Meeting, at MWC Sheraton Minneapolis West TBD 
01/10/2026 Mid-Winter Convention, Day 2 Sheraton Minneapolis West TBD 
01/11/2026 Mid-Winter Convention, Day 3 Sheraton Minneapolis West TBD 

01/14/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

01/18/2026 Maple Grove Waffle Breakfast Maple Grove Community Center 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

01/31/2026 Maple Grove 1st Annual Ice 
Fishing Contest Main Street Maple Grove More info coming 

FEBRUARY 2026 

02/11/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

02/28/2026 Maple Grove Lions Sip & Sample Maple Grove Community Center 
6 PM-VIP Experience 
7 PM-Tasting Event 
7:30 PM-Lions Lounge 

02/28/2026 ROAR for a Cause Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
Chanhassen, MN More info coming 

MARCH 2026 

03/01/2026 New Hope Lions Pancake 
Breakfast 

Crystal Community Center 
4800 Douglas Drive 8 AM to 12 Noon 

03/14/2026 Council of Governors TBD TBD 
03/31/2025 GMT Speed Learning Hamel Community Center 6 PM to 8 PM 
03/30/2026 5M5 Cabinet Meeting TBD TBD 

APRIL 2026 
04/13/2026 All Club Meeting TBD TBD 
04/23/2026 MD5M Convention, Registration Sheraton Minneapolis West 5 PM to 7 PM 
04/23/2026 Council of Governors Sheraton Minneapolis West 7 AM to Noon 
04/24/2026 MD5M Convention, Day 1 Sheraton Minneapolis West Noon to 11 PM 
04/25/2026 MD5M Convention, Day 2 Sheraton Minneapolis West 6:30 AM to 9 PM 

04/25/2026 Northeast Mpls Lions Bowling 
Event 

Elsie's Bowling & 
Restaurant 729 Marshall 
Street 

11 AM Sharp 

04/26/2026 MD5M Convention, Day 3 Sheraton Minneapolis West 7 AM to 12:15 PM 
MAY 2026 

05/01/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates TBD NA 

05/15/2026 Bloomington Lions 75th 
Anniversary-SAVE THE DATE More info coming  

JUNE 2026 
06/05/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates TBD NA 

06/20/2026 Special Olympics USA Games (June 20th to 26th) 

06-29-2029 LCI Convention Day 1 Minneapolis, MN Various 
07-03-2029 LCI Convention Day 5 Minneapolis, MN Various 

  

https://5m5mwc.com/agenda%2Fschedule
https://5m5mwc.com/agenda%2Fschedule
https://5m5mwc.com/agenda%2Fschedule
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Sara McFee 

 

 
Serve with Passion!   Where there is a need, there is a Lion. 
 
Our clubs have been exceptionally busy this fall. As we enter December, service continues in full force as 
Lions ring the bells, prepare special holiday breakfasts — some with a visit from Santa — collect food for area 
shelves, and provide gift cards and food baskets to families who need an extra hand. 
 
Since July 1, our District Lions have reported 569 service projects that served more than 176,000 people! 
We know the true number is even higher, as many clubs continue to submit reports. Please encourage your 
club to share its service stories — both in Lion Portal, and across your social media networks and community 
connections. When people see Lions in action, they are inspired to serve alongside us. And more members 
mean more hands to support our communities and the world. 
 
December Service and Fun. Mid-Winter Service and Fun. 
In addition to serving, many clubs take time during December to celebrate service and fellowship. Enjoy your 
celebrations! 
From January 9 – 11, we’ll carry that spirit into our District’s annual Mid-Winter Convention — combining 
service, business, connection, and fun. It’s a great opportunity to bring club members together, plan creative 
Hong Kong-themed hospitality rooms (location of 2026 LCI Convention), enjoy the Crock Pot and Dessert 
challenges, and celebrate the impact of Lions across 5M-5 and beyond. 
 
December Challenge  
By December 31: 
• Welcome three new members into your club. 
• Encourage your club members to make plans to attend 5M-5’s Mid-Winter Convention. For information 

and registration about the convention go to: https://lions5m5.org/mwc-links 
• Support the MD5M request to designate LCIF donations to the 2026 Special Olympics USA Games being 

held here in Minnesota. Donation link: https://lionsclubs.org/special-olympics-2026 100 % of your 
donation is directed to your chosen donation area. 

 
Together, We Serve. Serve with Passion. 
 
Thank you for everything you do to strengthen our communities and to change lives. 
Wishing you wonderful and meaningful holiday celebrations! 
 
Lion Sara 
5M-5 District Governor 
Minneapolis Ambassadors Lions Club 
LionSaraMcFee@gmail.com 

  

https://lions5m5.org/mwc-links
https://lionsclubs.org/special-olympics-2026
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1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Bruce Strachota 

 

 
Fellow Lions, 
 
As we move forward in this exciting Lions year, I continue to be inspired by the incredible dedication, 
compassion, and service shown by our members across the district. Every club visit, project report, and 
conversation reinforces what makes Lionism so special: ordinary people coming together to achieve 
extraordinary things. 
Over the past months, I have witnessed clubs adapting with creativity and purpose—embracing new 
service opportunities, strengthening partnerships, and welcoming new members into our family of 
service. Your commitment not only reflects the strength of our organization today but also builds the 
foundation for the Lions of tomorrow. 
 
As 1st Vice District Governor, my focus remains on supporting our district-wide goals: 

⚜ Strengthening Clubs-Healthy clubs are the heart of our district. Please continue to engage 
members through meaningful service, intentional fellowship, and inclusive leadership 
opportunities. If your club needs support, resources, or training, we are here to help. 
⚜ Growing Our Membership-Every new Lion means more hands to serve. Let us continue to reach 
out to community members who share our passion for making a difference. Remember—asking 
someone to join is offering them an opportunity, not a commitment. 
⚜ Expanding Service Impact-From hunger relief to vision screenings, from the environment to 
youth programs, our district continues to deliver service that matters. I encourage each club to 
think boldly and look for ways to expand or deepen your impact. 
⚜ Empowering Leaders-Future growth depends on nurturing leadership today. Please consider 
stepping into a new role or encouraging another Lion to take that step. Training and mentorship are 
available at every level. 
 
 

I look forward to continuing my club visits, learning more about your successes, and supporting your 
efforts. Thank you for all you do to reflect the spirit of “We Serve” in your communities. 
 
Together, we are stronger. Together, we make lasting change. 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
Lion Bruce Strachota 
1st Vice District Governor 
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2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Ken Kumpula 

 

What you are reading now was supposed to be my first article, you know the one where all 
you saw was white space…. 
I was reminded of this at the last Cabinet meeting where Lion Grant called me out. 
This past July I participated in the 5M Youth Exchange. While I have been aware of this 
program I have never really thought about it until an email came out with a short list of 
students still looking for homes to stay at. There was a Finlander on the list so how could I 
pass this up? I had plans!!!!! 
Well, those went out the window, sort of. I was able to bring him and two other exchange 
students to Finn Creek. There they were able to see what life was like for the first settlers 
from Finland in northern Minnesota. Most of Veikko’s time was spent riding a bike around 
the area exploring and meeting up with other exchange students. For me, I enjoyed time 
with him asking questions about Finland and getting what turned out to be unexpected 
answers. Then driving him around and seeing the response to the chaos and largesse of 
our area. I came away with a much better and enlightened understanding of Finland from 
a firsthand experience. For the record, I took him to the Lookout, a restaurant near me. 
They have a burger called the beast that stands about 8 inches tall. Having eaten one 
myself, I challenged him to do the same. He cleaned the plate and joined me and my son 
in the club. 
Would I do this again? Certainly. I would however suggest hosting two students as they 
can do more activities with each other and experience not only our country but learn 
about another. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Lion Ken Kumpula 

 
 

 
 
 

DISTRICT 5M5 CONSTITUTION and BY-LAWS 

 
Proposed Amendments 
Any amendments(s) to the district Constitution and Bylaws must be received by Lion Robert 
Vokes at hisfootness@comcast.net no later than Wednesday, December 10, 2025. 
 
The district Constitution and Bylaws can be found on the district web site 
(www.lions5m5.org) under “Resources.” 
 
Robert Vokes, Chair Constitution & Bylaws  

mailto:hisfootness@comcast.net
http://www.lions5m5.org/
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GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM (GMT) 

07/01 to 11/30/2025 
Total Members in 5M-5: 1,368  Total New Members: 78 
Total Dropped Members: - 64  Goal Less than 100!  New Member 
Growth:  +14 
 
Hey Lions!  Retention isn’t about numbers. It’s about hearts. When members feel valued, 
connected, and proud of their club, they stay. December & June drops often happen when 
clubs “clean up” rosters before billing. But the real issue isn’t dues, it’s engagement. Let’s flip 
the script from “purging” to “renewing”! 
 
Why Drops Happen 

• Clubs avoid paying for inactive members 
• Members feel unheard, unappreciated, or disconnected 
• A “clean-up culture” replaces a renewal mindset 

 
Formula for success: Service + Fun = Happy Lions  
 
Engage Now - Before the Drop 
 
Identify At-Risk Members 

• Who hasn’t attended or served lately? 
• Who might be drifting away?   Reach out personally. Listen with care. Offer flexible 

dues options. Remind them of the value: friendship, purpose, impact, connection. 
 
Reactivate Through Service 

• Launch a December project where everyone has a role, big or small. 
• Goal: Every Lion engaged at least once by December. 30th, 2025. 

 
Let’s Grow: Growth Workshop Series-Starts Jan 6, 2026 | Every other week through Feb 17 
Your 4-part launchpad for growth, new clubs, revived clubs, fresh ideas. Come ready to learn, 
share, and leave with tools you can use right away. Register @ https://bit.ly/GrowthWkshp26 
 
Save the Date: Superheroes Unite!-March 31, 2026 | Hamel Community Center Costumes 
encouraged, capes, masks, and all! Let’s celebrate the heroes of service and the joy of being 
Lions with some tips and tricks to help make your Club healthier. 
 
Let’s keep the momentum going, 5M-5! With the right tools, and the right spirit, there’s 
nothing we can’t do. Let’s grow together! 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
Lion Heidi Zaworski 
NE Lions Club Administrator 
5M-5 Zone 4 Region Chair 
5M-5 Global Membership Team (GMT) District Coordinator 
612.408.0242 Text or email M-F during business hours/Call evening and weekends. 

https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_Df3VcDTkCS_oGxMrJNoE4O3wJtwx4mOnf2kbKZYNaLUSBWPLqqIIEqcM6Ap0bFdVcYCDbeazdv1Jr9-Abx3-MNYsxClX0MlvXaD9Kj2dtm9JjOx0As_H-Imk0hKyNVlrF57Kv0UczVeaWbDW_ZKFUlDtLs9BkZc&c=9kd7IDPa9GmUaFJrN7O385yvau97Xs6k5yQ_Ysmw4vsfLu1vcumoFw==&ch=2gR9Nn8kCqfMjKliEUJ3q0aQhgWEni2itDzLyobytlHKtTHfkJp--A==
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GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM (GST) 
WE SERVE IN UNITY 

         
Childhood 

Cancer Diabetes Disaster Environment Humanitarian Hunger Mental Vision Youth 

 
The Mid-Winter Convention will be January 9-11. 

Here is what we are planning for in the way of service: 
 

Hunger – have a food drive to help stock food shelves 

 
 

Diabetes – collect sugar-free food and do At Risk Test 

 
 

Humanitarian - collect winter outer wear for the homeless. 

 
 

We ask for your support for these service projects, by bringing your 
donations to the Convention and dropping them off in the Service Rooms. 

 
* See the flyers for more details on each of these Service Projects. 
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ZONE CHAIRS 

 
ZONE 1 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Laurie Carlson  lcarlson@candocanines.org 

Loretto Lions 
Mpls. Can Do Canines 
New Hope Lions 

 
St. Louis Park Lions 
Wayzata Lions 

 
ZONE 2 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Regina Aiken raiken@tonkafinancial.com 

Eden Prairie Lioness Lions 
Eden Prairie Lions 
Edina Lions 
Hopkins Lions 

 
Northwest Tonka Lions 
Orono Lions 
Saint Bonifacius Lions 

 
ZONE 3 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Amber Georgeson georgeson.amber@gmail.com 

Hopkins Noontime Lions (now meets evenings and 
name changing soon) 
Mpls Ambassadors Lions 

Mpls Next Generation Downtown Lions 
Mpls Northeast Lions 
Mpls Northside Roaring Lions 

 
ZONE 4 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Andy Leifort andy.nextgenlions@gmail.com 

Bloomington Lions 
Camden Lions 
Excelsior Lions 
Mpls Riverview Lions 

 
Mpls Southwest Lions 
Mpls Special Olympics Minnesota Lions 
Richfield Lions 

 
ZONE 5 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Michael Crenshaw bplionmichael@gmail.com 

Brooklyn Center Lady Lions 
Brooklyn Center Lions 
Brooklyn Park Lady Lions 
Brooklyn Park Lions 

 
Crystal 
Osseo Lion 
Robbinsdale Lions 

 
ZONE 6 CHAIR (term ends 2026) Vickie Parks vickieparks@gmail.com 

Corcoran Lions 
Dayton Lions 
Hamel Lions 
 

Maple Grove Lions 
Plymouth Lions 
Rogers Lions 

REGION CHAIR  Lion Heidi Zaworski LionHeidiZaworski@gmail.com 
 

 
  

mailto:lauriecarlson@yahoo.com
mailto:lcarlson@candocanines.org
mailto:raiken@tonkafinancial.com
mailto:raiken@tonkafinancial.com
mailto:georgeson.amber@gmail.com
mailto:georgeson.amber@gmail.com
mailto:andy.nextgenlions@gmail.com
mailto:5150ajl@gmail.com
mailto:mf.crenshaw11@hotmail.com
mailto:bplionmichael@gmail.com
mailto:vickiemparks@gmail.com
mailto:vickieparks@gmail.com
mailto:LionHeidiZaworski@gmail.com
mailto:LionHeidiZaworski@gmail.com
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MEDIA MINUTE 
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MID WINTER CONVENTION 2026-Agenda 
 
 

 
 



District 5M5 Informer Page 13 December 2025  

MID WINTER CONVENTION 2026-Due Dates 

Watch the due dates!!  Here is a chronological list of what is due and when: 

DATE WHAT LINK: 

12-01-2025 Hospitality Room, Large Click Here 

12-01-2025 John Lutter Award CLICK HERE 

12-15-2025 Memorial Service Recognition Send application & photo to 
mailto:Rthorfinnson@sfgi.com 

12-16-2025 Hospitality Room, Small Click Here 

01-01-2026 Every Day Hero Award 
Pay on line here. 

Send application & photo to 
mailto:Rthorfinnson@sfgi.com 

01-02-2026 Sleeping Rooms, Book yours CLICK HERE 

01-05-2026 Hospitality Book Order Here 

01-05-2026 Saturday Dinner & Award Order Here 

01-05-2026 
Saturday Luncheon-See story on the 
keynote speaker International Director 
Nadine Bushell of Trinidad and Tobago 

Order Here 

01-05-2026 Sunday Breakfast Order Here 

 

MID WINTER CONVENTION 2026-FAQ’s 
 Can I just attend Friday night just to see everyone? 

 YES! Friday night is the perfect time for just that! Come see what the fuss is all about and connect 
with other Lions. There are no tickets to buy, just come on over between 5 PM to 9 PM. 

 
Want to help with the Leo’s service project?  

A fun group of kids from ALL of the districts Leo’s Club will be present to work on their service 
project. We can use extra adults to help and hang out with the Leos and answer questions as 
needed and offer guidance. If you are interested please contact Lion Ross Thorfinnson 
(rthorf@aol.com) 

 
Response has been good on ease of use of the new ticket ordering system!  

Orders are coming in and there is still time to get your order in! 
 

Can you place and order meal tickets & hospitality books for multiple people? 
Yes! During the process you will be able to provide names & emails for your tickets and the 
individual will receive their tickets directly.  

https://5m5mwc.com/hospitality-rooms
https://5m5mwc.com/awards%2C-john-lutter
mailto:Rthorfinnson@sfgi.com
https://5m5mwc.com/hospitality-rooms
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/district-5m5-2026-mid-winter-convention-tickets-1909555083659?aff=eivtefrnd&utm_share_source=listing_android&sg=a24597c686144926ec1ac4388bd998bd2cfa5d55ea44e1885f0634547f0756ec78c56fb60117749072da4c32d51e085bc7b7a52f1b0f0b3185f307559d5ebc274238dd7189ee5e4534fc2552e2
mailto:Rthorfinnson@sfgi.com
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1750353739838&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/district-5m5-2026-mid-winter-convention-tickets-1909555083659?aff=eivtefrnd&utm_share_source=listing_android&sg=a24597c686144926ec1ac4388bd998bd2cfa5d55ea44e1885f0634547f0756ec78c56fb60117749072da4c32d51e085bc7b7a52f1b0f0b3185f307559d5ebc274238dd7189ee5e4534fc2552e2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/district-5m5-2026-mid-winter-convention-tickets-1909555083659?aff=eivtefrnd&utm_share_source=listing_android&sg=a24597c686144926ec1ac4388bd998bd2cfa5d55ea44e1885f0634547f0756ec78c56fb60117749072da4c32d51e085bc7b7a52f1b0f0b3185f307559d5ebc274238dd7189ee5e4534fc2552e2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/district-5m5-2026-mid-winter-convention-tickets-1909555083659?aff=eivtefrnd&utm_share_source=listing_android&sg=a24597c686144926ec1ac4388bd998bd2cfa5d55ea44e1885f0634547f0756ec78c56fb60117749072da4c32d51e085bc7b7a52f1b0f0b3185f307559d5ebc274238dd7189ee5e4534fc2552e2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/district-5m5-2026-mid-winter-convention-tickets-1909555083659?aff=eivtefrnd&utm_share_source=listing_android&sg=a24597c686144926ec1ac4388bd998bd2cfa5d55ea44e1885f0634547f0756ec78c56fb60117749072da4c32d51e085bc7b7a52f1b0f0b3185f307559d5ebc274238dd7189ee5e4534fc2552e2
mailto:rthorf@aol.com
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MID WINTER CONVENTION 2026-Flyer 
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MID WINTER CONVENTION 2026-Food Challenge  
(Friday night & Saturday night) 
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MID WINTER CONVENTION 2026-Keynote Speaker, Saturday Luncheon 
 
Luncheon Keynote Speaker International Director Nadine Bushell  
 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR Nadine Bushell of 
Trinidad and Tobago was elected to serve a two-year 
term as an international director of Lions Clubs 
International at the association’s 107th international 
convention in Orlando, Florida, USA from July14, 
2025 through July 17, 2025. Director Bushell has 
been a member of the Santa Cruz Lions Club since 
2019 and first served as a Leo beginning in 1996. She 
has a Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology and 
Management from West Indies University and a 
Master of Science degree in Development and 
Project Planning from the University of Bradford in 
the United Kingdom. She is currently pursuing a 
Ph.D. in Diplomacy and International Development 
at EUCLID University.  

Director Bushell is employed as the Assistant 
Director of Projects for the Caribbean Community Implementation Agency for Crime 
and Security (CARICOM IMPACS). 

She has held numerous Lion offices including council chairperson, governor, Global 
Service Team coordinator, Global Membership Team coordinator, district honorary 
committee chairperson, district finance chairperson, region chairperson, zone 
chairperson and Leo associate. She is also a Certified Guiding Lion.  

Director Bushell has served as faculty for various Lion institutes as well as a school 
facilitator and trainer. She also served as the President of the District 60A Foundation 
from 2019 to 2024.  

Outside of Lions, Director Bushell serves as a Director on the Catholic Commission for 
Social Justice in the Archdiocese of Port of Spain.  

She has earned several awards, including District Governor Appreciation, Lion of the 
Year, the Presidential Award and four Presidential Certificates. She is also a Progressive 
Melvin Jones Fellow.  
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MD5M CONVENTION 
Minnetonka Beach Party 

Multiple District 5M Convention 
April 24 - 26, 2026 

 

 
In April 2026, Lions from Minnesota, Manitoba, and Northwest Ontario will gather in Minnetonka for 
our MD5M Multiple District Convention. It will be a weekend of learning, fellowship, and celebration 
of the service that unites us as Lions. 
 
We invite Lions clubs, foundation and businesses and organizations to help make this convention a 
success through advertising and sponsorships. These are wonderful ways to recognize friends of 
Lions, honor your club, thank district leaders, or spotlight special projects. 
 
Advertising and Sponsorship Opportunities * for clubs, individuals, and organizations 
 
Platinum Sponsors – $600-Full-page (5” X 8” finish ad size) color ad (back cover), sponsor honor roll 
listing, event signage 
Premier Sponsor – $500-Full-page (5” X 8” finished ad size) color ad (inside front or inside back 
cover), sponsor honor roll listing, event signage 
* Platinum and Premier ad spots are limited and first-come, first-reserved. Reserve your ad 
soon! 
 
Gold Sponsor – $400-Full-page (5” X 8” finished ad size) color ad inside booklet, sponsor honor roll 
listing, event signage 
Silver Sponsor – $200-Half-page (5” X 3.75” finished ad size) color ad inside booklet, sponsor honor 
roll listing 
Bronze Sponsor – $100-Quarter-page (2.25” X 3.75” finished ad size) color ad inside booklet, sponsor 
honor roll listing 
Ad Specs & Submission 

Ads must be press-quality PDF, PNG, EPS, TIFF, or JPG. 
Submit ads to: Lion Rob Hed. hedrob33@yahoo.com 
 
Make checks payable to “2026 MD5M Convention” and mail to: 

2026 MD5M Convention 
c/o Lion Rhonna Hed 
17440 45

th Ave N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

 
Your support ensures a successful convention and showcases the spirit of Lionism across MD5M. 
Thank you for helping us make this a memorable gathering for all! 
 
Yours in service, 2026 MD5M Convention Committee 

 
Thank you for supporting Lions and helping us serve more communities!  

mailto:hedrob33@yahoo.com
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LIONS SERVING 

Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email:  

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Maple Grove Lion Jim Miller participating in the Dist. 

279 Coat Drive. 
 

 
October 28

 
Excelsior Lions present a check to Hope Chest 

for Breast Cancer Foundation 
 

 
November 12 

 
Excelsior Lions make a video to solicit volunteers for their Christmas in Excelsior event 

 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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November 13 
Excelsior Lions help host a fundraiser at Montego 
Blu restaurant for those impacted by hurricane Melissa in 
Jamaica 

 

 

November 18 
Excelsior Lions volunteer to decorate a local Jingle Bar 

in preparation for Christmas in Excelsior 

November 18

 
Excelsior Lions members were on Water Street 

in downtown Excelsior, supervising the 
Christmas in Excelsior banner installation 
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CLUB EXCELLENCE AWARD GUIDELINES 

Club Excellence leads to Healthier Clubs. 
 
Club Membership Goals 

• Induct a minimum of two or 20% new members, whichever is greater (not including transfer, reinstated or charter 
members). Eligibility is determined based on the club’s membership count on June 30, 2024. Or sponsor a new Lions 
club. 

• International President A.P. Singh challenged all 5M-5 clubs to do more than the base requirements: to increase club 
membership up to a minimum of 20 members, and to add – across the 5M-5 District – the equivalent of 1 new member 
each day this Lion Year (July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026) – 365 new members in 5M-5 this Lions year. 

 
Club Service Goals 

• Report a minimum of 4 service activities to Lions International on Lion Portal. 
• 3 of the service activities must show participation in each of LCI’s three Weeks of Service: Mental Health and Well-

Being, Hunger and Environment. The Weeks of Service dates have been expanded to 10 days prior to the week and 10 
days following the week. 

• The purpose of having focused weeks across the world is the visibility garnered for Lions service by focusing within 
those timeframes. 

 
Club Leadership, and Officer and Member Training Goals 

• Report newly elected club officers in Lion Portal by May 15 of each year. 
• Club presidents must not serve as president more than 2 consecutive years. 
• All club presidents must complete club president training in-person or online no later than December 31, 2025. 
• At least 2 club officers (president, vice president, secretary, treasurer) must complete training in person or online no 

later than December 31, 2025. 
• Club Officer Training is offered in person by 5M-5 during May of each year. Online club officer training is available 

24 / 7 through Lions Clubs International (LCI) LionsClubs.org website. Go the Lions Learning Center https://lci-
learnonsite-app-prod.azurewebsites.net/ 

• Annual club officer training (even for repeat / experienced officers) is now required by LCI to qualify your club for the 
Club Excellence Award. 

• If your club officers attended 5M-5’s club officer training on May 15, 2025, the GLT coordinator recorded the 
respective officers as trained in LCI’s Lion Portal. 

• If your club president did not attend in person training May 15, online training must be completed by December 31, 
2025, to qualify your club for a Club Excellence Award. Search for club president training on LCI’s website. Go to 
Lions Learning Center https://lci-learnonsite-app-prod.azurewebsites.net/ 

• LCI is now requiring 10% of club members complete at least 3 LCI online Lions Learning Center courses no later 
than June 30, 2026, to qualify your club for a Club Excellence Award. 

• Club members may choose which three (or more!) Lions Learning Center courses they want to complete. Go to Learn 
and choose / complete courses: https://lci-learnonsite-app-prod.azurewebsites.net/ 

 
Club LCIF Donations 

• Contribute to LCIF a minimum of the club’s membership total on June 30, 2024, of the previous Lion year, multiplied 
by US $20. 

• Encourage Club LCIF Donations to be presented at 5M-5 Mid-Winter Parade of Green. Writing “Designated for 2026 
LCIF Special Olympics fund” in the memo line of the check helps our district support the National Special Olympics 
games being held in Minnesota June 2026. 

 
Succession Planning – Change Up Who is in Office / Leading Committees 
Succession planning is important for your club and in providing opportunities for your club members. 

• Club members want opportunities – from club committee membership and committee leadership to officer positions 
and beyond. Encourage members to seek new roles. 

• Encourage your club members to be on committees, lead committees, officer positions. 
• Encourage club members to seek to seek into and train for different roles. 
• Ask experienced officers and committee leads to serve as mentors to incoming officers and leads. 

  

http://lionsclubs.org/
https://lci-learnonsite-app-prod.azurewebsites.net/
https://lci-learnonsite-app-prod.azurewebsites.net/
https://lci-learnonsite-app-/
https://lci-learnonsite-app-/
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LEO CLUB 

 
Hello from the 5M5 Leo Club! We just had our second meeting on the 19th of 
November and it was a success! We're making major progress on all of our activities 
for the midwinter convention and I'm so excited to watch it all come together.  

In other news, The Northeast Leos Club has been busy this fall! These amazing 
Middle schoolers have been assembling binders for new students, organizing a 
school-wide food drive, making bracelets for children in hospitals, and running the 
school stores incentive program! We're so excited to see what other amazing things 
they do this year and to the Northeast Leos Club, Great job guys!  

Stay Warm!  

Sincerely,  

Abby Schreiber  

5M5 District Leo Club President 
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LITPC, LIONS INTERNATIONAL TRADING PIN CLUB 
Youth Scholarship Information 
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MN LIONS CHILDHOOD CANCER FOUNDATION 

 

Serving Families, Sharing Hope 
A message from the Minnesota Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 
As we move into this season of gratitude, we are reminded every day why Lions across Minnesota do 
what we do — to bring hope and comfort to families facing the unimaginable challenge of childhood 
cancer. Through the Minnesota Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation (MLCCF), we’re not only funding 
critical programs but also standing beside families when they need it most. 
This fall, our foundation continues to make a meaningful difference thanks to your generosity and 
service. Donations from clubs across the state have helped support care programs at M Health 
Fairview Masonic Children’s Hospital, Camp KACE, and our Match program for families. These 
efforts provide more than financial help — they give families time together and a sense of community 
that only Lions can bring. 
One shining example of partnership and service came this past summer from the Hamel Rodeo. The 
rodeo team presented the MLCCF with over $20,000 donation — all raised in exchange for volunteer 
help from Lions who collected tickets during the event. This generous gift represents the very best of 
what can happen when service, community, and compassion come together. Our heartfelt thanks go 
to the rodeo and everyone who made this remarkable contribution possible.  We look forward to 
serving once again in 2026 
Another creative way Lions have been making a difference is through the LEGO Crawls — a fun Lion 
event. The Excelsior Lions Club hosted one earlier this year, and the Minneapolis Downtown – Next 
Generation Lions Club held another in October, with proceeds benefiting the Children’s Hospital. 
Beyond fundraising, these events celebrate creativity, teamwork, and family connection — values 
that mirror our mission as Lions. 

�� “Something as simple as building a LEGO tower can bring a sense of control and 
accomplishment during treatment — and that’s powerful healing in its own way.” 
For children battling cancer, LEGOs offer more than just play. They help with fine motor skills, boost 
imagination, and provide a joyful escape from the challenges of hospital life. 
Our next big opportunity to serve comes on Friday, December 6, when Lions will once again 
volunteer at the KS95 for Kids Radiothon at the Mall of America. This inspiring event raises money for 
the same hospital programs we help fund. 
As Lions, we know that together we can make the impossible possible. Thank you to every club and 
member who has contributed this year, whether through donations, volunteer hours, or simply 
spreading awareness. Every act of service, no matter how small, strengthens the network of care we 
offer Minnesota families. 
Let’s finish 2025 strong — with hearts full of gratitude and hands ready to serve. 
 

Lion Gary Stevens, Chair 

612.867.7249 

edenprairiegary@gmail.com 

Lion Colleen Patterson, Secretary 

612.275.7785 

cmp55422@gmail.com 

  

mailto:edenprairiegary@gmail.com
mailto:cmp55422@gmail.com
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MINNESOTA LIONS HEARING FOUNDATION 

 

A reminder from the Lions Hearing Foundation: 
Thank you to all clubs collecting used hearing aids for the Hearing Foundation.  The Foundation could use 
more to benefit the Affordable Hearing Aids Program. 
A reminder to all Lions, especially Club Presidents and Secretaries: Please remind your members that used 
hearing aids can be recycled in the same buckets as used eyeglasses.   They will be sorted as the Trustees 
responsible for  picking up the filled buckets collect them. 
Suggestion:  Contact your local funeral homes to see if they would keep a bucket available for eyeglasses 
and hearing aids that can be recycled during funeral preparation. 
If any Lion is interested in being trained on the Lions All Ears hearing devices, please contact Trustee Lion 
Cheryl Jechorek at (763) 300-6749. 
I will contact you when the next training date is set.  The training will only take about a half an hour and will 
take place at a school site in the Brooklyn Center school district or a room at the Brooklyn Center Hennepin 
County library. 
 
Thank you! 
Lion Cheryl Jechorek  
MN Lions Hearing Foundation Trustee 

 

MN LIONS VISION FOUNDATION 

 

Parade of Green Donations 
Happy holidays to everyone!  We wish you peace and prosperity in the new year! 
Our Mid-Winter Convention is on the horizon. Please remember the Minnesota Lions Vision 
Foundation in your Parade of Green donations. Your support helps the following: 

- Lions Gift of Sight eye bank  - Lions Children’s Eye Clinic 
- Lions Eye Surgery Center  - MAC Center 
- and many ophthalmology research efforts. 
And every gift is appreciated. 

Donations can be brought to the convention or mailed to a director (see info below).  
Please make sure that checks are made out to “Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation,” which 
is a 501(c)(3) entity. 
Gifts qualify you for Helen Keller awards. As ever, thank you for being Knights of the Blind. 

Lion David Danielson 
612.327.5872 
daviddanielson2@gmail.com 

Lion Kathy Barclay 
952.201-1348 

1kathybarclay@gmail.com 

mailto:daviddanielson2@gmail.com
mailto:1kathybarclay@gmail.com
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PEACE POSTER 

 

 
M5 District Peace Poster Report 

The theme for the 2025 – 2026 
Lions Club International Peace Poster contest theme is: 

“Together as One” 

Here’s what the LCIF website says about the upcoming contest: 
When we come together, we can do amazing things. This year, we’re inviting students around the 
world to envision what can happen when a diverse group of people unites around a common cause 
or goal. Imagine a world where we all come together as one! As of the time of this report I am only 
aware of the Bloomington and Edina clubs participating. If that is incorrect, please let me know! 
 
This is crunch time for participants – lots of drawing and painting going on. The winning entry from 
each club must be selected and sent to the district president, postmarked no later than 11/15. The 
Bloomington club will be selecting their prize winners at the meeting on 11/5. This is always a fun 
activity for our members. 
 
“Peace allows people from different countries and cultures to better 
communicate and understand each other, making the world more 
diverse and wonderful!” 

Congratulations to the 2024-25 Lions International #PeacePoster 
Contest Grand Prize Winner Shuwen Wang, 13, sponsored by Dalian 
Delong Lions Club (China)! For over three decades, the Peace Poster 
Contest has inspired thousands of children around the world. 

View all of the 2024-25 Grand Prize and Merit Award winning posters: 
https://bit.ly/3XRcVb8 

 
START TO PLAN FOR NEXT YEAR! 

As always, if your club is interested in learning more about the contest, I’m happy to attend a 
meeting and fill you in on how I’ve been administering it for the Bloomington Club. It can really be 
done pretty easily, and it’s a great way to introduce Lionism to kids and their parents. 

Lion Amy Sundstrom  

sunny.as23@gmail.com 
  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/peaceposter?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUepqDbK9WlUIE8FO8alZEV_NRPTQjpzvJLyIwGZyi9Ubsb4Eye4r7k4BRLZkxBCuoXd9NFEV3vUgFELbzvvjnM0wAPeAsULhIS850lsNAWx4dcCjKzjkHLj5bqPRgTBBAS1t7rrq1QEzzQJgcgDIIrPGCfLd_yREF38z_4-_K4hA&__tn__=%2ANK-y-R
https://bit.ly/3XRcVb8?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdU9hcHJ0UG5URnpvV3g4TwEeUQz5_plxEQMr0UyKny715uIU6lh_WNOEkKAGpcOGY5bz6uZLxUCgY5XaLTI_aem_byJEcY3bpHjq86lf0rUN2g
mailto:sunny.as23@gmail.com
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EVENT FLYERS 
Email your Flyer or event information to: lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

 

 

 

  

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


District 5M5 Informer Page 27 December 2025  

 

  



District 5M5 Informer Page 28 December 2025  

  

 

 



District 5M5 Informer Page 29 December 2025  

 

 

 



District 5M5 Informer Page 30 December 2025  

 
 

JANUARY 31, 2026 
 

MAPLE GROVE LIONS 
1ST ANNUAL MAYORS’S  
ICE FISHING CONTEST 

 
 
 
 
 

MORE 
INFO 
COMING 
SOON! 
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TERMS & ABBREVIATIONS 
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Awards lions5m5.org/awards 

District 5M5 lions5m5.org 

Lions Clubs International lionsclubs.org 

Multiple District 5M (MD5M) lionsmd5m.org 
 
 
 

 
Can Do Canines candocanines.org  

Confidence Learning Center campconfidence.com 

Leader Dogs for the Blind leaderdog.org 

Leos lionsclubs.org/about-leos 

Lions Clubs International Foundation lcif.org 

MD5M Lions KidSight Foundation kidsightmd5m.org 

Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation mnlionsdiabetes.org 

Minnesota Lions Hearing Foundation 5mhf.org 

Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation mnlionsvisionfoundation.org 

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org 

Project New Hope projectnewhope.net 

Special Olympics Minnesota specialolympicsminnesota.org 

TEAM Sheehan Charitable Foundations facebook.com/groups/TEAM SHEEHAN 

True Friends truefriends.org 

Youth Exchange/Youth Camps lionsclubs.org/youth/youth-camps-and-exchange 

WEB SITES & LINKS 

DISTRICT APPROVED PROJECTS & LINKS 

https://lions5m5.org/awards
http://lions5m5.org/
http://lionsclubs.org/
http://lionsmd5m.org/
https://candocanines.org/
https://candocanines.org/
https://candocanines.org/
https://campconfidence.com/
https://www.leaderdog.org/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/discover-our-clubs/about-leos
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/about-us/our-foundation/about-our-foundation
https://kidsightmd5m.org/
https://mnlionsdiabetes.org/
https://5mhf.org/
https://www.mnlionsvisionfoundation.org/
https://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/
https://projectnewhope.net/
https://specialolympicsminnesota.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1509813445712962
https://truefriends.org/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/youth/youth-camps-and-exchange
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