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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

 
Way to go Lions and Clubs – We are GROWING! 

Thank you for all your dedication and commitment to strengthening our Clubs, our District and Lions 
International. 

Your hard work is paying off, and our increasing membership means we can achieve even more together. 
New Members = More Service!! 

 
New Member Sponsor Club 

Maggie McKay Barbara Hanson Eden Prairie Lions 

Kellie Murpohy-Ringate Gary Ringate Excelsior Lions 

Richard Wulf Jodi Altenhofen Mpls Ambassadors 

Panhia Yang Natalie Buckman Mpls Ambassadors 

Jessie Janni Katie Trafton Plymouth Lions 

Jon O’Hagan Katuie Trafton Plymouth Lions 

Sharon Eagles Monica Murphy Robbinsdale Lions 

   

New Members: 7 
 Cue the confetti cannons!  

These seven fresh faces didn’t just join — they leapt into Lionism like it was the 
world’s best block party. Think of them as the July “Super Seven”: 
• Bringing new energy! 
• New ideas!! 
• New hands ready to serve!!! 

And probably at least one who will become your next Parade Chair someday!!!! 
Congratulations! You’re now a part of the world’s largest humanitarian service organization. This 

means that you’ve joined a global community of kind-hearted, service-minded people, dedicated to 
making a positive impact. 

We are happy to have you as a Lion! 

Let’s Keep PUMPING UP THE 5M-5 PRIDE! 
Thank you to all members who shared the opportunity!!  You Rock!! 

This list is provided to me by your Regional Zone Chair. They get the list of new members that have been registered in the Lion Portal. Make 
sure your rooster is up to date for your new members to be recognized here. Lion Colleen 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Submit events to:   lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

 

August 2026 Focus is Youth 

08/01/2026 Eden Prairie Lions Corn Feed Round Lake Park 
16691 Valley View Road 11 AM to 5 PM 

08/05/2026 New Hope Lions Corn Feed 4471 Winnetka Ave N 4:30 PM to 8 PM 

08/05/2026 Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park- 
Taylor’s Version 

21st Century Bank Center rain or shine 6 PM to 8:30 PM 

08/08/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Bistro at the  
Robbinsdale Public Safety Open House 

4101 Hubbard Ave N. 
Robbinsdale, MN 11 AM to 3 PM 

08/10/2026 5M5 District Cabinet Meeting 
Wicked Wort Brewing Company 
4165 W Broadway 
Robbinsdale, MN 

6:00 PM Social 
6:30 PM Dinner 
7:00 PM Meeting 

08/10/2026 Eden Prairie Charity Golf Tournament Dahlgreen Golf Club 
Chaska, MN 

 

08/12/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

08/15/2026 
08/16/2026 Gus Macker 3 on 3 Basketball North Hennepin Community College 

Brooklyn Park, MN 
 

08/18/2026 5M5 Lions Quest Webinar Series- 
Map the Territory 

Zoom:  Join Virtually 
Meeting ID:  828 0316 4131 
Password: 087451 

7 PM to 7:45 PM 

08/18/2026 St. Louis Park Lions Community  
Corn Feed 

Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran Church 
5801 Minnetonka Blvd, St Louis Park 5 PM  to 7:30 PM 

08/19/2026 Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park- 
Shane Martin 

21st Century Bank Center rain or shine 6 PM to 8:30 PM 

08/24/2026 All Club Meeting and District Wide Lego 
Drive 

21st Century Bank Event Center 
12716 Main Street, Rogers, MN 55374 TBD 

08/27/2026 to 
09/07/2026  

MN State Fair Lions Booths- 
KidSight Vision Screening 

MN State Fair Grounds, Education Building 
Sign Up Genius Link 

8:45 AM to 9 PM 

08/27/2026 to 
09/07/2026  

MN State Fair Lions Booths- 
MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 
MN Lions Hearing Foundation 
MN Lions Vision Foundation 

MN State Fair Grounds, Education Building 
Sign Up Genius Link 

8:45 AM to 9 PM 

September 2026 Focus is Childhood Cancer 

09/09/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

09/11/2026 Excelsior Lions Golf Classic   

09/11/2026 Osseo Lions Roar- Electronic Horse Racing Live MusicBeer Tent Kids Zone Food 
Tent 

09/12/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Bistro at the  
Sacred Heart Fun Fest 

4087 West Broadway 
Robbinsdale, MN 4 PM to 8 PM 

09/12/2026 Osseo Lions Roar- 
Electronic Horse Racing Live MusicBeer Tent Kids Zone Food 
Tent5K Run Bean Bag Tourney Petting Zoo Raptor Center 
Presentation 

09/12/2026 
Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park- 
Troy Flemming (1PM to 3:30 PM) 
Radio Nation (5 PM to 9 PM) 

21st Century Bank Center rain or shine 
 
1 PM to 3:30 PM 
5 PM to 9 PM 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAC2FA7F58-63293948-state#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAC2FA7F58-63293948-state#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C49ADAD2EA3F49-62998506-2026#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C49ADAD2EA3F49-62998506-2026#/
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09/19/2026 Brooklyn Park Lions  
Waffle Breakfast & Silent Auction 

Brooklyn Park Community Center 
5600 85th Ave N, Brooklyn Park, MN 7:30 AM to Noon 

09/19/2026 Dayton Lion's Fall Fest 
Maple Grove Community Center 
12951 Weaver Lake Road 
Dayton, MN 55327 

Mason Meyer 1 PM to 3 PM 
Kat Perkins 4 PM to 6 PM 

09/19/2026 Maple Grove Rock 'n the Grove Central Park 
12000 Central Park Way 

Gates Open at 3 PM 
Music Starts: 4 PM` 

October 2026 Focus is Vision 

10/02/2026 Brooklyn Park Lady Lions  
Tenderloin Steak Fry 

Palmer Lake VFW 
2817 Brookdale Drive 

5:30 PM  Social 
6:30 PM Dinner 

10/02/2026 Robbinsdale Lions at the  
Robbinsdale Boo Bash 

Sanborn Park 
Robbinsdale, MN 4 PM to 7 PM 

10/02/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates Good Earth Village 
Spring Valley, MN 

 

10/08/2026 Week of Service-VISION   

10/14/2026 PDG Steak Fry (Crystal Lions) Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

10/20/2026 5M5 Lions Quest Webinar Series- 
Start the Conversation 

Zoom:  Join Virtually 
Meeting ID:  828 0316 4131 
Password: 087451 

7 PM to 7:45 PM 

10/24/2026 Thanksgiving for Vision Holiday Inn & Suites 
St. Cloud, MN TBD 

November 2026 Focus is Diabetes 

11/06/2026 Maple Grove Lions Holiday Boutique Maple Grove Community Center 
12951 Weaver Lake Road 9 AM to 2 PM 

11/11/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

11/24/2026 All Club Meeting 
True Friends Camp Eden Wood 
6350 Indian Chief Rd 
Eden Prairie, MN 55346 

TBD 

December 2026 Focus is Humanitarian 

12/04/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates Faith Haven Camp 
Battle Lake, MN 

 

12/05/2026 Maple Grove Lions Breakfast  
& Lunch with Santa 

Maple Grove Community Center 
12951 Weaver Lake Road 8 AM to 1 PM 

12/09/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

12/15/2026 5M5 Lions Quest Webinar Series- 
Build the Partnership 

Zoom:  Join Virtually 
Meeting ID:  828 0316 4131 
Password: 087451 

7 PM to 7:45 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submit events to:   lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
  

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Bruce Strachota 

 
“Service with a Song in Your Heart” is my theme for the year. 

A chorus of hands, a symphony of care,    A melody of hope we lift into the air. 
We tune our hearts to those who are in need,   And harmonize our strength in every helping deed. 
One voice can start a song, but together we are strong, A grand orchestration where all of us belong. 
With kindness as our rhythm and service as our guide,  We play the chords of unity, working side by side. 
 
I have had a lot going on since June. In June I attended the DFeat Hearing Walk at the Arboretum. I also attended the 
Mission 1.5 Summit in Atlanta. In July Dina and I attended the International Convention in Hong Kong. That was an 
experience! I had additional training for two days before the start of the convention and then attended Plenary sessions 
beginning on July 3. We did find time to visit a Night Market and Disneyland. In July I also attended the COG (Council of 
Governors) business meeting in St Cloud. At the meeting, PDG Rob Hed presented our district with the top banana award 
for service reporting and another award for being one of the four districts that had 100% service reporting. 
 
IP Mark Lyon’s theme for 2026-2027 is: Rooted in Service. “Like the roots of a strong tree, our commitment to service 
runs deep.” We need to “get back to our roots by focusing on meaningful service.” We need to concentrate on bringing 
his message down to the club level. IP Mark Lyon’s focus is on the following areas: 
 
2026–2027 Schedule and Focus Areas 

• Vision: October 8–18, 2026 (featuring activities for World Sight Day and International White Cane Day). 
• Youth: February 13–21, 2027 (empowering youth through mentorship and leadership programs). 
• Environment: May 29–June 6, 2027 (focusing on sustainability and clean communities). 

 
Our District goals as well as some customized goals I have added include: 

• Recruit at least 161 new members and achieve a net growth of +51. 
• Retention: Keep drops under 100 (not including drops due to death) 
• Add one new club (may include Join Together clubs 
• 75% of all 5M5 Club officers will be trained online or in person. 
• 100% of all 5M5 zone chairs will be trained online or in person. 
• Ensure 100% club visitation by DG Team and Zone Chairs 
• Each club to identify singers and musicians to perform at District functions. 
• DG/DG team will introduce ice breakers to at least 50% of all clubs to ensure fun is had at every meeting. 

Service-related goals are of utmost importance this year-the GAT will be working hard on establishing new service 
projects to keep us and potential new members engaged. 
FUN FACT: In the last 17 years 5M has lost over 4000 members and has not had membership gains in over 40 years. 
**Important dates to remember** 

• RLLI - October 16-18, 2026 • Midwinter Convention –         
January 8-10, 2027 

• ELLI – March 19-21, 2027 

Remember: the DG team as well as the GAT team and everyone on the cabinet are here to help struggling clubs.  
We are all in it together. 
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1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Ken Kumpula  

 
Did you know there is a title Service Chairperson? Yeah, neither did I, nor my club. The 
description is straight forward: critical role of facilitating the development and 
implementation of your club service goals. You help your fellow club members assess 
community needs, plan and implement service activities... 
 
Before we knew this, we created a Strategy Committee. There were too many events and 
activities as well as moving parts of our equipment. This committee was tasked with trying 
to get everything under control and help make events happen easier knowing in advance 
what tasks or tools were needed. The problem is that we created this committee way too 
late. There is the first problem of "we have always done it that way" as well as the issue of 
only one person who knows how it was done. I am urging clubs to consider starting a 
Service Committee while you still can. Expand on it, to also help align your projects and 
events with our Pillars.  
 
Every organization is perfectly designed to deliver the results it's getting today. If you want 
different results tomorrow, your organization has to evolve with them. That's not about fixing 
what's broken—it's about intentionally designing your business for the future you're trying to 
build. 
 
In Service, Lion Ken 
 
 
In Lionism, Ken 
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2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Daren Johnson 

 
Dear Fellow Lions, 
 
My involvement with Lions Clubs International began in 2016 through the mentorship of 
Lion Rob Rand, leading to my membership with the Minneapolis Next Generation Lions 
Club in January 2017. Since then, I have been dedicated to promoting the values and 
benefits of Lionism. 
 
Raised on a farm near Bemidji, Minnesota, I learned the importance of community service 
at an early age. This foundation led to my long-time involvement with 4-H, a commitment 
to service that continues today through my work as a Minnesota State Fair judge. 
 
Lion Shari Thurston thoughtfully summarized my service journey during her nomination 
speech at the 5M5 District meeting at the Winter Convention in January. 
 

Lion Daren has been a Lion for 9 years with Minneapolis Downtown Next 
Generation Lions Club. He has been Vice President and President of club, 
Zone Chair, Regional Chair and current 5M5 Can Do Canines Chair. He is an 
Active Guiding Lion, has attended RLLI, and a member of Lions New Voices. 
Daren has received numerous awards: Everyday Hero, Top Dog Award, 
Melvin Jones Fellow and an International Presidents Certificate of 
Appreciation He has spent 34 years in education. This fact is one of the many 
reasons I think he will be a terrific DG. He has volunteered for KidSight at the 
State Fair every year. Watching him interact with the kids is amazing. So, it is 
fun listening to them and their conversations. He goes above and beyond 
what’s needed. Lion Bill and I do vision screening at lots of pancake 
breakfasts and Lion Daren is always attending, supporting other clubs…..or 
maybe he just likes pancakes! - Lion Shari Thurston 

 
Lead Like a Lion, 
2VDG Daren Johnson 
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Building Stronger Communities Through Service 
The Global Extension Team (GET) is a vital part of Lions International's Global Action Team (GAT), dedicated to expanding the reach 
and impact of Lionism by establishing new Lions clubs, Leo clubs, club branches, and specialty clubs in communities around the 
world. Our mission is to ensure that every community has the opportunity to experience the life-changing power of volunteer 
service. 
The Global Extension Team works with local leaders, community organizations, libraries, schools, businesses, and other partners to 
identify unmet community needs and connect passionate individuals who want to make a difference. By creating new clubs and 
strengthening existing ones, we empower more people to serve, lead, and improve the lives of others. 

Our Mission 
Our mission is to grow Lions International by: 

• Establishing new Lions clubs, Leo clubs, and club branches in underserved communities. 
• Building sustainable clubs that reflect the unique needs and diversity of their communities. 
• Partnering with libraries, schools, nonprofits, businesses, and civic organizations to expand service opportunities. 
• Supporting Lions' global membership initiative, Mission 1.5, to increase our ability to serve by growing our worldwide 

membership. 
• Developing future leaders through mentorship, leadership development, and community engagement. 

Our Vision 
We believe that every community deserves a strong network of volunteers dedicated to making a positive impact. Through 
collaboration, innovation, and service, the Global Extension Team helps create new opportunities for individuals of all ages to 
become part of the world's largest service organization. 

What We Do 
The Global Extension Team helps communities: 

• Start new Lions Clubs, Leo Clubs, and Club Branches. 
• Develop community partnerships with libraries, schools, and nonprofit organizations. 
• Organize Service Carnivals that introduce community members to volunteer opportunities. 
• Promote Lions Quest, youth leadership, and community service initiatives. 
• Support local service projects that address vision, hunger, environmental sustainability, childhood cancer, diabetes 

awareness, disaster relief, and humanitarian needs. 
• Provide guidance, training, and resources to ensure every new club has a strong foundation for long-term success. 

Our Goal 
Our goal is simple: 

To expand the reach of Lions International by creating new opportunities for people to serve their communities, develop leaders, 
and improve lives through meaningful volunteer service. Every new club means more hands to serve, more hearts to care, and 
more communities transformed. 

 
Together, we are building a future where service knows no boundaries and every community has the opportunity to experience the lasting 
impact of Lionism. 
  

GLOBAL EXTENSION TEAM (GET) 
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GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM (GST) 

        
Childhood 

Cancer Diabetes Disaster Environment Humanitarian Hunger Vision Youth 
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GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM (GST)-PLAN FOR SEPTEMBER 

        
Childhood 

Cancer Diabetes Disaster Environment Humanitarian Hunger Vision Youth 
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LION PORTAL 
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ZONE CHAIRS 2026-2027 

 

REGION CHAIR (term ends 2028) Vickie Parks vickieparks@gmail.com 

 
 

ZONE 1 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Laurie Carlson lcarlson@candocanines.org 

Hopkins Noontime Lions (now meets evenings and name changing soon) Loretto Lions 

Mpls. Can Do Canines Lions New Hope Lions Wayzata Lions 

 
 

ZONE 2 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Regina Aiken Raiken1950@gmail.com 

Eden Prairie Lioness Lions Eden Prairie Lions Hopkins Lions 

Northwest Tonka Lions Orono Lions Saint Bonifacius Lions 

 
 

ZONE 3 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Shari Thurston seethurston@comcast.net 

Edina Lions Mpls Ambassadors Lions Mpls Next Generation Downtown Lions 

Mpls Northside Roaring Lions Richfield Lions St. Louis Park Lions 

 
 

ZONE 4 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Sherrie Buda sher0704@gmail.com 

Bloomington Lions Camden Lions Excelsior Lions 

Mpls Northeast Lions Mpls Southwest Lions Mpls Special Olympics MN Lions 

 
 

ZONE 5 CHAIR (term ends 2027) Michael Crenshaw bplionmichael@gmail.com 

Brooklyn Center Lady Lions Brooklyn Center Lions Brooklyn Park Lady Lions 

Brooklyn Park Lions Crystal Osseo Lions 

Robbinsdale Lions   

 

ZONE 6 CHAIR (term ends 2026) Vickie Parks vickieparks@gmail.com 

Corcoran Lions Dayton Lions Hamel Lions 

Maple Grove Lions Plymouth Lions Rogers Lions 

 
  

mailto:vickiemparks@gmail.com
mailto:vickieparks@gmail.com
mailto:lauriecarlson@yahoo.com
mailto:lcarlson@candocanines.org
mailto:Raiken1950@gmail.com
mailto:Raiken1950@gmail.com
mailto:seethurston@comcast.net
mailto:seethurston@comcast.net
mailto:sher0704@gmail.com
mailto:sher0704@gmail.com
mailto:mf.crenshaw11@hotmail.com
mailto:bplionmichael@gmail.com
mailto:vickiemparks@gmail.com
mailto:vickieparks@gmail.com
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LIONS SERVING 

 

Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

 

 

Brooklyn Park Lions Club presented Rayan 
from Algeria and Matt from Slovenia with a 

club pin and club banner. 
 

Lion Brenda & Lion Michael Reeves hosted 
them both as they do every year. 

Brooklyn Park Lions Club: Lion Richard, Lion Michael R, Lion 
Grant, Lion Terry, Lion Carol, Lion April, Lion Carmelle. Lion 

Michael C was taking the picture. Doing concessions during a 
concert in the park. 

 

 

 

The Explorers and Police Officers along 
with members of the Brooklyn Park 

Lions club working together at a 
Concert in the Park at the Brooklyn 

Park Community Center. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Minneapolis Riverview Lions Club 
President Lion Grant presented Lion 
Michael Crenshaw a Melvin Jones 
Fellow. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Here is a picture of the youth who are 
staying in 5M5.  
 
From left to right Rayan from Algeria, 
Mat from Slovenia, Lasse, from Finland 
and Juan from Switzerland. Let me 
know if you would like anymore 
information. 

  

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
 

Maple Grove Lions corn feed was on Saturday, July 18th during Maple Grove Days. Sadly our parade was 
cancelled due to air quality and heat. We had a great group of volunteers including Lion Blade Wilson and 

his wife Rita, who joined us from North Carolina. 

 

  
 
 
 
 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
 

  

 
 

Maple Grove Lions cancer 
child Viola Watkins who was 
named the Rodeo Fan of the 

night.  
 
 
 
 

Their other cancer child 
Charlize Hyser and her family 
including her godmother Lion 
Jenn Laitinen from our club. 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Maple Grove Lions from the Hamel 
Rodeo 

 
The rodeo pictures are our team of 

volunteers. Lions Cheryl Schissel, Tanya 
Hamilton, Theresa Burke, Beth Jansen, 

Nell Campbell, Sharon Houff, Alice 
Scheiss, Tim Conaway. 

 

 

 
 

 
Maple Grove Lions members 

Jeanne Kling, Nell Campbell, Lee 
Newman, and Claudia Newman 
presenting a check for $7,500 to 

Crescent Cove. 
 

Crescent Cove is 1 of 4 respite and 
end-of-life care facilities for 

children in the United States. 
 

 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Thanks to an annoymoiouse donor MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation was able to purchae a flag for the 
grand enterance at the Hamel Rodeo. 

 
 
 
 
 
MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 
Trustee Lion Lindsay and her daughter came 
from Monticello to volunteer at the Hamel 
Rodeo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

St. Louis Park Lions Club Annual Awards Ceremony that we had on Tuesday June 23. 
We wanted to congratulate all of our award recipients and we are excited for all the fun ways we can 

continue to serve our community next year! 

 
 

 

 

 
  

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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LEO CLUBS 

 

 
 

District 5M5 Leo Club Chair - Lion Jane Hansen at liionjanehansen@gmail.com 
  

mailto:liionjanehansen@gmail.com
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LCIF  
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KIDSIGHT 
 

 
A Great New Opportunity for KidSight 
 
After a record-breaking year of screenings in 2025-26 (more than 84000 screened and more than12,000 
referred across all of MD5M), Lions KidSight vision screening for children has accepted the opportunity to 
screen in all Minneapolis and St. Paul public schools. 
 
This daunting task was previously handled by the Phillips Eye Institute and was supported entirely by 
donations. After a decision to redirect such funding to more immediate eye care, Phillips stopped the in-
school vision screening. They contacted MD4M Lions Foundation and asked if we could take over the 
program. 
 
Multiple District 5M6 will handle the St. Paul school system. The 62 Minneapolis Public Schools will fall to 
5M5. 
 
We can bring more equipment to the program than Phillips, speeding up the screening processes. In most 
cases this will cut down the screening time from two days to one. This means that the volunteer needs will 
entail less time. 
 
We will need more volunteers, though, than we already use, given that all other school, pre-school and 
community event screenings will continue as they have in the past. We are especially hoping for involvement 
by Lions Clubs in Minneapolis and the immediate surrounding area. 
 
Screenings will begin in late September, so now is the time to let us know about your interest in being part of 
this historic expansion of the KidSight program. 
 
Another record-breaking opportunity is at the Minnesota State Fair, where the number of children screened by 
KidSight has grown each year. We still have many openings on the days when 5M5 is scheduled to screen: 
Wednesday, September 2 and Monday, September 7. Remember that you get a FREE TICKET to the Fair for the 
day you screen. Shifts are only three hours at the Education Building.  
 
Here’s the link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAC2FA7F58-63293948-state 
State Fair Kidsight: State Fair 2026 Kidsight Screening 
 
We’re looking forward to working with you on these exciting KidSight projects. 
Lion Tim Conaway Lion Dave Williams 
 
 
 
 
Lion Dave Williams        Lion Tim Conaway 
touchdownjr@msn.com         liontimconaway@gmail.com 
612-269-0027         612-638-8730 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAC2FA7F58-63293948-state#/
mailto:touchdownjr@msn.com
mailto:liontimconaway@gmail.com
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MN LIONS CHILDHOOD CANCER FOUNDATION 
 

5M5 Lions Make a Difference at the Hamel Rodeo 

The 2026 Hamel Rodeo is now in the history books, and we want 
to take a moment to thank the Lions volunteers from 
throughout District 5M5 who helped make this year’s event 
such a success. 

The Hamel Rodeo is a tremendous undertaking, operated 
entirely by volunteers who put in long hours—often in 90-plus-
degree temperatures—to make the event happen. From 
scanning tickets and working the beer tent to flipping 
hamburgers and helping wherever needed, Lions from across 
our district gave their time and energy to support the event and 
the Minnesota Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation (MLCCF). 

There was plenty of sweat, but also plenty of smiles and the 
satisfaction of knowing that every volunteer was making a 
difference. 

Thursday night was designated as Minnesota Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation Night, with the Hamel Rodeo 
generously donating $2 from every Thursday ticket sold to MLCCF. The funds raised will help MLCCF continue its 
mission of supporting Minnesota families whose children are battling cancer. 

One of the highlights of the weekend was spending time with Viola Watkins, an 8-year-old Maple 
Grove girl battling neuroblastoma. Through the support of MLCCF and the Maple Grove Lions, 
Viola’s family has received financial assistance during an incredibly difficult journey. 

Viola and her family attended the 
rodeo. Rodeo tickets were provided for 
Viola, her family, and her best friend. 
An anonymous donor also made the 
evening extra special by giving each of 
the children $50 to spend at the rodeo. 

Moments like these are a powerful 
reminder of why we do what we do. 
Lions service is about much more than 
fundraising. It is about helping real 
families, creating special memories, 
and letting children and their parents 

know they are not facing difficult times alone. 

To every Lion from across District 5M5 who volunteered at the Hamel 
Rodeo, thank you. Your time, hard work, and willingness to serve made a difference. We are incredibly grateful for the 
support of our Lions throughout the district. 

This is what Lionism is all about—neighbors helping neighbors, serving with compassion, and making a real 
difference in the lives of others. 

Submitted by Gary Stevens, Chair, MLCCF, and Colleen Patterson, Secretary, MLCCF 

Gary Stevens        Colleen Patterson 
MLCCF Chair        MLCCF Secretary 
612.867.7249        612.275.7785 
edenprairiegary@gmail.com      cmp55422@gmail.com  
  

mailto:edenprairiegary@gmail.com
mailto:cmp55422@gmail.com
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MN LIONS VISION FOUNDATION 
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EVENT FLYERS 

 

Email your Flyer or Event information to: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
 

  

  

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
https://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/family-application-1
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http://www.eplionsgolf.org
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http://www.twincitiesgusmacker.com
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LIONS AT THE STATE FAIR 
 

August 27th  to September 7th 
 

Links to Sign up for: 
 

Kidsight 
 

Diabets, Hearing & Vision 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAC2FA7F58-63293948-state#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C49ADAD2EA3F49-62998506-2026#/
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11/24/2026 
ALL CLUB MEETING- 

Save the Date 
 
 

True Friends Camp Eden Wood 
6350 Indian Chief Rd 

Eden Prairie, MN 55346 

 
Social & Gather at 5:30 PM 

Meeting Start at 6:30 PM 
 

More details to come. 
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December 5th 

Maple Grove Lions Breakfast & Lunch 
with Santa
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