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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Way to go Lions and Clubs – We are GROWING! 
Thank you for all your dedication and commitment to strengthening our Clubs, our District 

and Lions International. 
Your hard work is paying off, and our increasing membership means we can achieve even more together. 

New Members = More Service!! 
New Member Sponsor Club 

Bethany Waterhouse  St. Bonifacius Lions 
Gina Magnuson Terrill Anderson St. Bonifacius Lions 
Melody Hill Melodie Neff Robbinsdale Lions 
Paul Stordahl Joel Johnson Eden Prairie Lions 
Paul Yahnke Joel Johnson Eden Prairie Lions 
Raphael Berchie Michael Crenshaw Brooklyn Park Lions 
Tim Grundei Heidi Russell Robbinsdale Lions 
Zach Hazelmyer Eric Johnson Camden Lions 
   
   

Congratulations! You’re now a part of the world’s largest 
humanitarian service organization. This means that you’ve joined a 

global community of kind-hearted, service-minded people, 
dedicated to making a positive impact. 

We couldn’t be happier to have you as a Lion! 
Let’s Keep PUMPING UP THE 5M-5 PRIDE! 

Thank you to all members who shared the opportunity!!  You 
Rock!! 

 
 

This list is provided to me by your Regional Zone Chair. They pull the list of new members that have been 
registered in the Lion Portal. Make sure your rooster is up to date for your new members to be recognized here. 

Lion Colleen 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Submit events to:   lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

 

June 2026 

06/05/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates Osprey Wilds 
Sandstone, MN NA 

06/06/2026 D-Feet Hearing Loss MN Landscape Arboretum 
Chaska, MN 

Registration 9 AM – 10 AM 
Walk Starts: 10:15 AM 
Lunch: 11:15 AM 

06/06/2026 New Hope Lions Golf Tournament New Hope Village Golf Course 
8130 Bass Lake Road 8 AM Tee Time 

6/10/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

06/10/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Bake Sale Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

06/12/2026 Maple Grove Lions Gift of Sight Golf 
Tournament 

Pheasant Run Golf Club 
10705 County Road 116, 
Rogers 

8 AM to 12 Noon 

06/14/2026 St Louis Park Pancake Breakfast St. Louis Park ROC 
3700 Montrey Drive 18 AM to 12 Noon 

06/16/2026 5M5 Lions Quest Webinar Series- 
Ignite the Quest 

Zoom:   Join 
Virtually 
Meeting ID:  828 0316 4131 
Password: 087451 

7 PM to 7:45 PM 

06/20/2026 Special Olympics USA Games –  
DONATE June 20th to 26th  

06/20/2026 Special Olympics USA Games –  
VOLUNTEER June 20th to 26th  

06/24/2026 Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park0-
Sawyer’s Dream 

21st Century Bank Center rain or 
shine 6 PM to 8:30 PM 

July 2026 

07/08/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Kick-Off to Whiz Bang 
Days Jigsaw Puzzle Contest 

Wicked Wort Brewery 
4165 W Broadway  

07/08/2026 Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park- 
The Music of Sinatra 

21st Century Bank Center rain or 
shine 6 PM to 8:30 PM 

07/09/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Whiz Bang Bistro Wicked Wort Plaza 
4165 W Broadway 11 am to 4 pm 

07/09/2026 Hamel Rodeo - MN Lions Childhood Cancer 
Foundation Night Corcoran  

07/10/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Whiz Bang Bistro Wicked Wort Plaza 
4165 W Broadway 11 am to 4 pm 

07/11/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Whiz Bang Bistro Wicked Wort Plaza 
4165 W Broadway 11 am to 4 pm 

07/12/2026 Hamel Rodeo - MN Lions Childhood Cancer 
Foundation Night Corcoran  

07/12/2026 Robbinsdale Lions in Whiz Bang Days Parade  Parade starts at 3 PM 

07/16/2026 Maple Grove Days Parade 89th Ave N. Maple Grove 6 PM to 8 PM 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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07/18/2026 Maple Grove Days Corn Feed Central Park 
12000 Central Park Way 11 AM to 6 PM 

07/222026 Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park-
Hollywood Blvd 

21st Century Bank Center rain or 
shine 6 PM to 8:30 PM 

07/25/2026 Orono Lions Lakeside Car Show Nelson Lakeside Park 
Long Lake, MN 11:00 AM 

August 2026 

08/01/2026 Eden Prairie Lions Corn Feed Round Lake Park 
16691 Valley View Road 11 AM to 5 PM 

08/05/2026 Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park-
Taylor’s Version 

21st Century Bank Center rain or 
shine 6 PM to 8:30 PM 

08/05/2026 New Hope Lions Corn Feed 4471 Winnetka Ave N TBA 

08/10/2026 Eden Prairie Charity Golf Tournament Dahlgreen Golf Club 
Chaska, MN   

08/18/2026 5M5 Lions Quest Webinar Series- 
Map the Territory 

Zoom:  Join Virtually 
Meeting ID:  828 0316 4131 
Password: 087451 

7 PM to 7:45 PM 

08/05/2026 Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park-
Shane Martin 

21st Century Bank Center rain or 
shine 6 PM to 8:30 PM 

September 2026 

09/11/2026 Excelsior Lions Golf Classic   

09/12/2026 
Rogers Lions Entertainment in the Park-
Troy Flemming (1PM to 3:30 PM) 
Radio Nation (5 PM to 9 PM) 

21st Century Bank Center rain or 
shine 

 
1 PM to 3:30 PM 
5 PM to 9 PM 

09/19/2026 Maple Grove Rock 'n the Grove Central Park 
12000 Central Park Way 

Gates Open at 3 PM 
Music Starts: 4 PM` 

October 2026 

10/02/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates Good Earth Village 
Spring Valley, MN  

10/14/2026 PDG Steak Fry (Crystal Lions) Crystal VFW 
5222 Bass Lake Road 5 PM to 7 PM 

06/16/2026 5M5 Lions Quest Webinar Series- 
Start the Conversation 

Zoom:   Join 
Virtually 
Meeting ID:  828 0316 4131 
Password: 087451 

7 PM to 7:45 PM 

10/24/2026 Thanksgiving for Vision Holiday Inn & Suites 
St. Cloud, MN TBD 

November 2026 

11/06/2026 Maple Grove Lions Holiday Boutique 
Maple Grove Community 
Center 
12951 Weaver Lake Road 

9 AM to 2 PM 

December 2026 

12/15/2026 5M5 Lions Quest Webinar Series- 
Build the Partnership 

Zoom:   Join 
Virtually 
Meeting ID:  828 0316 4131 
Password: 087451 

7 PM to 7:45 PM 

July 2029 

July 2029 Lions Club International Convention Minneapolis, MN  
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Sara McFee, DG 

 

Serve with Passion! 
15 Days until Challenge Day 

Lions International President AP Singh’s April challenge is still on… 
How are you doing with the challenge? By June 15, 2026: 

Cabinet Members Each cabinet member recruits 1 new member 
Club President Each club president recruits 1 new member 
Club Secretary Each club secretary recruits 1 new member 
Club Treasurer Each club treasurer recruits 1 new member 

 
2025 – 2026 Lion Year 
It has been a busy year, with much service throughout our communities, and impact as Lions of Hennepin 
County (5M-5). As I’ve made club visits, I’ve noted how our clubs have been very involved in our communities – 
helping to fund city needs, scholarships and supporting programs and services that help residents. 
 
Our clubs have also been supporting Lions Foundations that are having an impact across the world. Childhood 
Cancer, Diabetes, Hearing, Vision are just four areas where our Lions are making an impact by supporting 
research and health care. We’re supporting veterans through Project New Hope, and changing lives as we 
support mobility and assist service dogs through Leader Dogs and Can Do Canines. We’re doing much more. 
 
Through Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) 100 % of what our individual Lions, our clubs and district 
(and others) donate goes back out in our state, our country and across the world. 5M-5 Lions have helped to 
fund needs for the Special Olympic USA Games taking place this month in Minnesota. 
 
Soon, through a major matching grant approved by the LCIF board in May, Lions of Hennepin County will be 
part of expanding capacity and improving accessibility and safety for children and adults with disabilities, and 
community organizations, who use Camp Eden Wood in Eden Prairie. 
 
As Lions, we aren’t all about raising and giving funds. We put muscle into our service. We are people of action. 
We clean parks and roadways, conduct vision and hearing screenings, staff community events, volunteer with 
youth programs, and lend a helping hand wherever it is needed. Our strength lies in our willingness to serve 
and our belief that, together, we can accomplish more than any one person can alone. 
 
As we begin a new Lion year, I encourage every member to look for new ways to serve. (“We’ve always done it 
this way” is not a legally-binding phrase.) Invite others to join our mission and talk about what your Lions club 
does in your community. Continue to serve with compassion, respect and kindness for all. 
 
Thank you for all you do. Thank you for a great year. Because of your service, lives are being changed, 
communities are stronger, and hope continues to grow. 
 
Lion Sara 
Sara McFee 
5M-5 District Governor 
Minneapolis Ambassadors Lions Club 
LionSaraMcFee@gmail.com  
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT 
Lion Bruce Strachota, DGE 

 

Ready to Serve, Ready to Lead 

Fellow Lions of District 5M5, 

In just a few short weeks, I will have the honor and privilege of serving as your District Governor. As I 
prepare to take on this responsibility, I am filled with gratitude for the trust you have placed in me and 
excitement for what we can accomplish together. 

Over the past year, I have had the opportunity to attend events and meet many dedicated Lions who are 
making a difference in their communities every day. I continue to be inspired by your commitment to 
service, your creativity, and your passion for helping others. 

As we look toward the new Lions year, I encourage every club to focus on three important priorities: 

Strengthening Membership – Growing our clubs and welcoming new members ensures that our service 
will continue for generations to come. Every Lion can play a role in inviting others to experience the joy of 
service. 

Engaging and Retaining Members – People stay where they feel valued, connected, and inspired. Let's 
make our meetings meaningful, our projects impactful, and our fellowship enjoyable. 

Expanding Service – Lions are known around the world for meeting the needs of their communities. 
Whether through vision, hunger relief, youth programs, environmental projects, or disaster assistance, our 
service changes lives. 

No District Governor succeeds alone. The success of District 5M5 depends on every club, every officer, 
and every Lion working together toward a common goal. I am fortunate to be surrounded by an outstanding 
cabinet team that is committed to supporting our clubs and helping them thrive. 

As we prepare for the coming year, I ask each Lion to consider this simple question: How can I help my 
club become even stronger? Small actions taken by many dedicated Lions can create extraordinary 
results. 

Thank you for all you do for your communities and for Lions. I look forward to serving alongside you and 
building an even stronger District 5M5 together.  Please feel free to invite me to one of your meetings by 
going to www.lions5m5.org and clicking on “DG Club Visit Request.” 

Together, we will continue to serve with purpose, grow with passion, and lead with heart. 

Yours in Service, 

DGE Lion Bruce Strachota  

http://www.lions5m5.org/
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1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT 
Lion Ken Kumpula, VDGE  

 
Greetings, fellow Lions. 
 
The international is always asking us to add new members to the organization. While I 100% agree 
with the thinking, I will always have a concern about keeping those we already have.  
 
See, I come from a sales background working at AT&T several years ago. I sold long-distance services 
to businesses. As long as they stayed with AT&T, I made my commissions. I once had one of my 
largest customers call me up and tell me that one of my competitors was trying to convince him to 
switch. He said convince me why I should stay. I asked in the 4 years you have been with me; have 
you ever had an issue with your services? He agreed he had not and decided to stay with AT&T. 
 
If only it were that easy with clubs.  So many different personalities and ideas on how best to serve 
our communities. Cliques can become formed within a club; friend groups only hang with each other. 
Strong personalities can clash with each other. Then there are club growing pains and desire to keep 
doing things the "way we have always done it". 
 
I do not have the answer on how to work through such things.  
 
But I do see it and hear about it from many clubs so, I know it does exist. 
 
Maybe just mentioning it....  
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM (GLT) 

 
5M5 Lions: Did you know? 
• It is important to review finances before the end of the year – did your club pay any 

outstanding dues before the end of the Lions year – June 30. 
 
• It is good to confirm your club roster – are all members current? 
 
• It ‘s time to install and recognize your new officers at a meeting in or around June 

and celebrate and thank the outgoing officers and committee chairs! 
 
• It’s IMPORTANT: Enter your new Club Officers into the Lion Portal! It must be 

completed by June 30. If not, you will need help from the District. 
 
Please remember to set your club up for success for the upcoming year!  
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GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM (GMLT) 

 
5M-5 May 2026 Global Membership Update 

 
One Month Left — Let’s Cross the Finish Line TOGETHER! 
Lions, the final stretch is here — 30 days until June 30 — and this is where grit, heart, and 
teamwork matter most. We’ve built incredible momentum this year, but we need every Lion to 
help us finish strong. 

 District Snapshot (as of 5/31/26) 
• Total Members: 1,393 
• Dropped Members: 140 
• New Members: 179 
• Net Growth: +39 

•  
Our goal was fewer than 100 drops, but in the last two months alone we jumped by almost 40. 
Ouch — yes. But also: fixable. And is absolutely worth fighting for. 
 
STOP THE DROPS — Every Lion Matters 

• Before any member is dropped, please — Reach out. Call. Text. Check in. Ask how 
they’re doing. Ask what they need. Ask if they’re okay. 

• Drops don’t happen because of dues. Drops happen because of disconnection. 
• A simple conversation can save a Lion. A moment of kindness can change a story. A 

personal touch can keep a member who still wants to serve. 
 
The Challenge: 30 Days. 40+ Net. Let’s Do This. 
We’re sitting at +39 net with one month to go.  
The question isn’t “Can we do it” — it’s “Will we choose to?” 
Here’s how we win this month: 

• Reconnect with every Lion who’s drifting. One call can bring someone back into the 
pride. 

• Invite members to serve. People stay when they feel needed. 
• Celebrate the fun. When clubs laugh together, they grow together. 
• Welcome new members with energy and intention. New Lions bring fresh ideas, new 

hands, and future leaders. 
 
How We Win This Month: Reconnect with every Lion who may be 
drifting. Invite members to serve in meaningful ways. Celebrate 
the fun and fellowship that make Lions special. Welcome new 
members with energy and intention. 
 
Let’s cross the finish line with grit and pride. We are Lions. We 
don’t quit. We don’t give up on people. One month. One district. 
One pride. Let’s stop the drops and finish strong. 
 
Global Membership Team 
Lions Heidi Zaworski   612-408-0242 Cell  
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GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM (GST) WE SERVE IN UNITY 

      
 

  
Childhood 

Cancer Diabetes Disaster Environment Humanitarian Hunger Mental Vision Youth 

Lions Club Service Reporting in Lion Portal Year to Date: 

 
 

 
June Service area of focus is Humanitarian Service 

Here are some Service Ideas: 
 
 

• Create Hygiene/Blessing Kits: Assemble kits with soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
socks, gloves, and snacks for local homeless shelters or outreach teams. 

• Food Pantry Support: Volunteer at or donate non-perishable food to local food 
pantries. 

• Senior Care Activities: Write letters to seniors in care facilities or visit them to 
provide companionship. 

• Birthday Kits for Children: Prepare "Party-in-a-Bag" kits with supplies (cake mix, 
decorations) for children and donate to local food shelf.  

• Make and Donate Goods: Knit scarves or blankets for families in shelters or 
hospitals. 

Service can happen anytime per Lions International:  

Any place where Lions gather is a great place to serve. 

Here are a few ideas for service projects that work well with meetings:  

• Hold a food drive - have members collect food and then bring to meeting. 

• Hold a clothing drive – ask members to bring items for donation. 

• Make fleece blankets for children with cancer. 

• Put together care packages for seniors. 

• Host a fun activity, like a race, game show or talent contest, and donate the funds 
raised  

 

Thanks for all you do to serve your community!  
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5M LIONS QUEST WEBINAR SERIES  
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ZONE CHAIRS 2025-2026 

 
ZONE 1 CHAIR  (term ends 2027) Laurie Carlson lcarlson@candocanines.org 

Loretto Lions Mpls. Can Do Canines 
Lions New Hope Lions 

St. Louis Park Lions Wayzata Lions  
 

ZONE 2 CHAIR  (term ends 2027) Regina Aiken raiken@tonkafinancial.com 
Eden Prairie Lioness Lions Eden Prairie Lions Edina Lions 
Hopkins Lions Northwest Tonka Lions Orono Lions 
Saint Bonifacius Lions   

 
ZONE 3 CHAIR  (term ends 2027) Amber Georgeson georgeson.amber@gmail.com 
Hopkins Noontime Lions 
(now meets evenings and name changing soon) Mpls Ambassadors Lions 

Mpls Next Generation Downtown Lions Mpls Northeast Lions Mpls Northside Roaring Lions 

 
ZONE 4 CHAIR  (term ends 2027) Andy Leifort andy.nextgenlions@gmail.com 
Bloomington Lions Camden Lions Excelsior Lions 
Mpls Riverview Lions Mpls Southwest Lions Mpls Special Olympics MN Lions 
Richfield Lions   

 
ZONE 5 CHAIR  (term ends 2027) Michael Crenshaw bplionmichael@gmail.com 
Brooklyn Center Lady Lions Brooklyn Center Lions Brooklyn Park Lady Lions 
Brooklyn Park Lions Crystal Osseo Lions 
Robbinsdale Lions   

 

ZONE 6 CHAIR  (term ends 2026) Vickie Parks vickieparks@gmail.com 

Corcoran Lions Dayton Lions Hamel Lions 
Maple Grove Lions Plymouth Lions Rogers Lions 
 

  

mailto:lauriecarlson@yahoo.com
mailto:lcarlson@candocanines.org
mailto:raiken@tonkafinancial.com
mailto:raiken@tonkafinancial.com
mailto:georgeson.amber@gmail.com
mailto:georgeson.amber@gmail.com
mailto:andy.nextgenlions@gmail.com
mailto:andy.nextgenlions@gmail.com
mailto:mf.crenshaw11@hotmail.com
mailto:bplionmichael@gmail.com
mailto:vickiemparks@gmail.com
mailto:vickieparks@gmail.com


District 5M5 Informer Page 13 June 2026 
 

 

LIONS SERVING 

 

Email Your Photos of your Lions in action. 
Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
 

Excelsior Lions in Action 

 
 
 
The Grief Club of Minnesota 
The Excelsior Lions Club partnered with Ampersand Shops to donate 
200 stuffed animals to The Grief Club of Minnesota. This donation 
ensures that every child receiving free grief counseling will have 
something comforting to hold when missing their special person and 
receiving care.  

Pancake Breakfast & Lego Drive  
The Excelsior Lions Club held a Pancake Breakfast & Lego Drive to  

benefit the MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation and Children's Minnesota. 

 

   

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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Excelsior Memorial Day Parade 
Excelsior Lions marched in the parade, handed out flags, and volunteered in partnership with other community 

organizations. 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Lions  Bill and Shari Thurston were given a Certificate of 
Appreciation by Foundation Chair, Lion Jim Molde,  for their 

years of serving as Directors of the KidSight Foundation. 
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Maple Grove Lions in Action 

 
 

Highway Cleanup on 
May 2nd 

 

 
Scholarship Winner dinner on May 5th. We had 20 winners for a total of $33,500. 

Included are the selection committee. Lions Theresa, Jeanne, Nell, Alice, Sharon and Tim.  

 

Half Marathon, 5K, 10K on May 9th with nearly 900 
runners! 

 
Swing into Summer on May16th. Maple Grove Park 

& Rec supported by Maple Grove Lions. 
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St. Louis Park Lions Club doing their semi-annual road cleanup! 

  
 

 
 
 
 

  



District 5M5 Informer Page 17 June 2026 
 

CAN DO CANINES 

 

 
Autism Assist Dog Inga Opens Blake’s World     May 6, 2026 
 
Ten-year-old Blake has autism, which his Mom, Megan, explains as being “a prisoner in his own head.” Blake 
is mostly nonverbal, with a vocabulary of about 20 words total. He doesn’t understand boundaries and is very 
crafty and insatiably inquisitive. Megan says, “He will walk into anyone's house,” going through their pantry 
and cabinets. The potential danger of what he might find and apply his curiosity to concerned Megan. 
 
After learning about another Can Do Canines team from the school where Blake’s older brother attended, 
applying for an assistance dog seemed like the perfect solution for Blake. The plan wouldn’t be put in place 
immediately, though. Megan describes the process as “this huge culmination of waiting.” She says, 
“Everything that you try for your kid … you always have so much hope.” 
Fortunately, Autism Assist Dog Inga, a black Lab and Golden Retriever mix, has “absolutely changed his life.” 
 

Blake has always been especially drawn to animals, with Megan reporting 
that squirrels, mice, birds, and various insects have seen the inside of her 
home, with Blake as their escort. Inga is not just any animal that Blake 
wants to play with, though. “This is more important and more like a 
member of our team and family,” says Megan. “It's just her presence and 
energy around him. I think that makes him feel like he's got something that 
is stable other than me … He's so much more regulated that we're able to 
accomplish tasks.” Megan describes Inga “like a bridge to the outside 
world, and [Blake] can be a part of things that he was never a part of. [She] 
has given us the confidence for him to be able to try to do other things.” 
 
While brushing Blake’s teeth used to require two people, these days, he 
brushes his teeth while Megan brushes Inga’s. Megan adds, “There were 
times in the past where it would take three tries to get one haircut.” With 
Inga’s calming influence, Blake now tolerates the appointments. Over the 
holidays, Blake was even able to sit with relatives at a table. “That’s a huge 
improvement in our life,” says Megan. Restaurant visits are finally 
manageable experiences, as well. “That hadn’t happened since he was 
maybe under 2.” A birthday party with friends over was a new 
accomplishment for Blake, too. Megan shares, “That was amazing for him 
to be able to have that kind of a connection with people and for people to 
be able to recognize him and see him and also that people not see him as 

something to be afraid of.” 
 
Blake’s visits to unsuspecting neighbors have dropped drastically. Megan admits that she knows every police 
officer in her city because they had previously been called so often—sometimes multiple times a day—about 
the child they fondly call “Houdini” for his tendency to “disappear.” With Inga a part of their family, she says, 
“I don't think I've called the police in three months.” 
 
Instead of calling 911, Megan would probably rather spend time on the phone thanking everyone responsible 
for Inga being in their family’s life. Through tears, she says, “It gives this kind of reassurance that [Blake] can 
have a life beyond his internal life that he already had. It's opened up his whole world that he easily could have 
just stayed in. And I just don't know how that would have happened otherwise. It's just so beautiful, and I'm so 
appreciative.”  
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KIDSIGHT 
 

 

GET TOGETHER FOR KIDSIGHT 
The Great Minnesota Get-Together, sometimes called the Minnesota State Fair, will once again 
include KidSight vision screening for children. 

The Fair runs from August 27 to September 7, and KidSight will be screening every day. 
Each District in the multiple has at least one day, but 5M-5 screens on both Wednesday, 
September 2 and Monday, September 7 (Labor Day). We will need lots of volunteers. 

Screening is from 8:30 a.m. to 9:15 p.m. in three-hour sessions. MD5M Lions KidSight Foundation 
pays for your admission to the Fair. Come spend three hours helping children and spend the rest 
of the day at the Fair. 

There are three categories for volunteering: Greeter, Escort and Screener. 

Vision Screener: (2 positions) This Lion will be responsible for doing the vision screening using 
either of our screening systems, the Welch Allyn SPOT or the PlusOptix. 

Greeter: (2 positions) This Lion will be responsible for standing in front of the booth and greeting 
people with children asking them if they would like to have their children’s vision checked. They will 
carry a clip board with the consent forms and will instruct the parent or guardian in the correct 
manner to complete the form. They will check the form for legibility and completeness. They will 
hold the family in the outside area until a vision screener Lion is ready for them. They will then 
pass the paperwork and the family to the escort Lion. This position requires standing for long 
periods of time, approaching people and explaining the vision screening program. 

Escort: (2 positions) The Escort Lion will receive the consent form from the Greeter. They will bring 
the family or child to the vision screening position. Once the screening is complete, they will hand 
the appropriate form to the parent. Last year we screened 3800 plus.  
Help us top that! Let’s Get Together and Screen some kiddos. 

SignUpGenius: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAC2FA7F58-63293948-state 
 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAC2FA7F58-63293948-state
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MN LIONS CHILDHOOD CANCER FOUNDATION 
 

 

Step Away from Screens and Into Summer Tradition at the 2026 
Hamel Rodeo 

 

In a world where evenings are often spent in front of televisions, 
phones, and tablets, the Hamel Rodeo offers something 
increasingly rare—four nights of real, shared, outdoor experience 
with family, friends, and community. 

 

The 2026 Hamel Rodeo returns July 9–12, bringing with it the sights, sounds, and excitement that have 
made it one of Minnesota’s favorite summer traditions. From the thunder of the bucking chutes to the 
energy of the crowd, it is an event that pulls people out of their routines and into something memorable. 
 

More than just entertainment, the rodeo is an opportunity to reconnect. Families sit side by side under the 
open sky, kids experience the excitement firsthand, and conversations replace screens. It is one of those 
rare evenings where no one is looking down—everyone is looking out at the same moment, sharing it 
together. 
 

I am often asked by Lions clubs and members, “How can we support the foundation?” The answer is both 
simple and powerful: The Hamel Rodeo is our number one fundraising event of the year for the 
Minnesota Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation. By attending, volunteering, and encouraging others to 
come, you are directly helping move the mission forward for children and families facing childhood 
cancer across Minnesota. 
 

Thursday night, July 9, will once again be Childhood Cancer Night. Every Thursday ticket sold helps 
support research and programs that make a real difference in the lives of children and families across the 
state. It is a night where community spirit and purpose come together in a powerful way.  Can’t make it 
Thursday, there are performances on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday in which we share in the revenue.    
 

Whether it’s bull riding, barrel racing, or simply soaking in the atmosphere, each performance—Thursday 
through Sunday—offers something for everyone. It’s not just a show; it’s a Minnesota summer experience. 
 

A special thank you goes out to the Lions volunteers who continue to make Childhood Cancer Night 
possible. With volunteers in place, the focus now turns to filling the stands and sharing the experience 
with as many families as possible. 
 

A reminder: tickets should be purchased only through hamelrodeo.org to ensure fair pricing and avoid 
third-party markups. 
 

This July, consider stepping away from the screens, stepping outside, and stepping into a tradition that 
brings people together. The Hamel Rodeo is more than an event—it’s a shared summer memory in the 
making. 
See you at the rodeo. 
 
 

Gary Stevens   612.867.7249  edenprairiegary@gmail.com  

http://hamelrodeo.org/
mailto:edenprairiegary@gmail.com
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MN LIONS DIABETES FOUNDATION 
 

 
Fellow  Lions, 
 
I’m reaching out on behalf of Camp Sweet Life, where we’re building a community so families living 
with Type 1 Diabetes never feel alone. We’re currently organizing a golf tournament on June 27th at 
Shoreland Country Club in Saint Peter, and I’m looking to partner with Lions Clubs who want to 
make an impact while also getting great visibility in the community. 
 
We’re accepting raffle and auction donations of all kinds, and I wanted to see if you’d be open to 
contributing. Some examples of items that have done really well for us: 
• Gift cards or service packages 
• Products or branded merchandise 
• Experience-based items (tickets, memberships, lessons, etc.) 
• Larger items (electronics, equipment) 
 
We also have multiple sponsorship opportunities available —please see attached for details on 
how your business can get involved and be featured at the event. 
 
In return, we make sure our partners are recognized through event signage, social media, and direct 
exposure to attendees and local families. This event directly supports kids and families navigating 
Type 1 Diabetes, helping them access community, resources, and life-changing camp experiences. 
 
If you’re open to contributing, or just want more info, I’d love to connect. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 
 
Best, 
Rene' Maes Jr  "Lion Rene" 
CSL Connects 
Rene.maes@campsweetlife.org   507-995-6910 cell 
 

 

mailto:Rene.maes@campsweetlife.org
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EVENT FLYERS 

 

Email your Flyer or Event information to: 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 
 

  
 

 

 

 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
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06/10/2026 
Robbinsdale Lion 

Bake Sale 
Duri 
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07/16/2026 
Maple Grove Days Parade 

 
07/18/2026 

Maple Grove Days Corn Feed 
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08/05/2026 
New Hope Lions Corn Feed 
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09/11/2026 
Excelsior Lions Golf Classic 
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11/06/2026 
Maple Grove Lions 
Holiday Boutique 

 

 

12/05/2026 
Maple Grove Lions 

Breakfast & Lunch with Santa 
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