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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

New Member Sponsor Club
Candice Zapata John Knutson Dayton
Barbara Pearson Cindy Thompson Eden Prairie Lioness'
Raed Kakish Twila Johhhson Maple Grove
Kenna Dooley Julie Hoffman Mpls DT Next Generation
Luann Ladue Thomas Chirhart Plymouth
John Osborne Annika Russel Robbinsdale
Dani Rauton Melodie Neff Robbinsdale
Heidi Russell Annika Russel Robbinsdale
Shannon Vento Annika Russel Robbinsdale

Way to go Lions and Clubs – We are GROWING!
Thank you for all your dedication and commitment to strengthening our Clubs, our District, and Lions International.

Your hard work is paying off, and our increasing membership means  we can achieve even more together.
New Members = More Service!!

Congratulations! You’re now a part of the world’s largest humanitarian service organization.  This means that 
you’ve joined a global community of kind-hearted, service-minded people, dedicated to making a positive impact.  

 We couldn’t be happier to have you as a Lion!
Click here for more information from Lions Club International

Let’s Keep PUMPING UP THE 5M-5 PRIDE!
Thank you to all members who shared the opportunity!!

You Rock!!
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03/01/2026 Excelsior Meat Raffle Sunday Haskell's Port of Excelsior 1 PM to 3 PM

03/01/2026
Hopkins 4th Annual Gertens Spring Plant 
Sale/Fundraising

www.gertensfundraising.com
Store ID: 803
Hopkins Lions Club

03/01/2026 New Hope Lions Pancake Breakfast
Crystal Community Center
4800 Douglas Drive

8 AM to
12 Noon

03/01/2026 Robbinsdale Lions Puzzle Contest
Wicked Wort Brewing Co.
4165 West Broadway

3 PM to 5 PM

03/07/2026
MN Lions Diabetes Foundation Research 
Update

Best Western Plus Kelly Inn
100 4th Ave. S., St Cloud

11 AM Registration & Social
11:30 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program
2:30 PM Meet & Greet w/ Scientists

03/07/2026 Robbinsdale Bingo & Meat Raffle
Wicked Wort Brewing Co.
4165 West Broadway

3 PM to 6 PM

03/11/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry
Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Road

5 PM to 7 PM

03/14/2026 Council of Governors TBD TBD
03/15/2026 Excelsior Meat Raffle Sunday Haskell's Port of Excelsior 1 PM to 3 PM

03/20/2026 Northern Pride Forum
Radisson Harborview
Duluth, MN

03/20/2026 Rogers Lions Fish & Shrimp Fry
21st Century Bank
12716 Main St

4:30 PM to 7:00 PM

03/20/2026 Brooklyn Park Waffle Breakfast
Brooklyn Park Community Center
5800 85th Ave N

7:30 AM to Noon

03/20/2026 Eden Prairie Lions Cribbage Tournament
Camp Eden Wood
6350 Indian Chief Road, Eden Prairie

6 PM Light Dinner
7 PM Tournament Start

03/20/2026 Club Video Challenge Ends

03/27/2026 Rogers Lions Fish & Shrimp Fry
21st Century Bank
12716 Main St

4:30 PM to 7:00 PM

03/29/2026 Bloomington Pancake Breakfast
Bloomington Event Center
1114 American Blvd

8 AM to 1 PM

03/29/2026 Excelsior Meat Raffle Sunday Haskell's Port of Excelsior 1 PM to 3 PM
03/30/2026 5M5 Cabinet Meeting TBD TBD
03/31/2026 GMT Speed Learning Hamel Community Center 6 PM to 8 PM

04/08/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry
Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Road

5 PM to 7 PM

4/10/2026 to
04/19/2026  

Bloomington Lions-Royal Canadian Circus 
Mall of America
North Lot

Sign up foir money earning 
opportunites!

04/11/2026 Can Do Canines Fetching Gala
Raddison Blu
Mall of America

04/12/2026 Excelsior Meat Raffle Sunday Haskell's Port of Excelsior 1 PM to 3 PM

04/13/2026 All Club Meeting
Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Road

5:30 PM-Social
6:00 PM-Dinner

04/13/2026 Mystery Raspberry Themed Basket
Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Road

Tickets on Sale at All Club 
Meeting

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Sumit events to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com

March 2026

April 2026
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Sumit events to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com

04/17/2026 Emerging Lions Leadership Institue
Holiday Inn
Detroit Lakes, MN

Registration Due 4-1-26

04/19/2026 Eden Prairie Lions Pancake Breakfast
True Friends Camp Eden Wood
6350 Indian Chief Road

8 AM to
12 Noon

04/23/2026 Council of Governors Sheraton Minneapolis West 7 AM to Noon
04/23/2026 MD5M Convention, Registration Sheraton Minneapolis West 5 PM to 7 PM
04/24/2026 MD5M Convention, Day 1 Sheraton Minneapolis West Noon to 11 PM
04/25/2026 MD5M Convention, Day 2 Sheraton Minneapolis West 6:30 AM to 9 PM

04/25/2026 Northeast Mpls Liuons Bowling Event
Elsie's Bowling & Restaurant
729 Marshall Street

11 AM Sharp

04/26/2026 MD5M Convention, Day 3 Sheraton Minneapolis West 7 AM to 12:15 PM

05/01/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates
Camp Shetek
Slayton, MN

NA

05/04/2026 Club Officer Training Can Do Canines 6:00 PM

05/13/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry
Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Road

5 PM to 7 PM

05/15/2026 Bloomington Lions 75th Anniversary
Minnesota Valley Country Club
6300 Auto Club Road

5:00 PM

06/05/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates
Osprey Wilds
Sandstone, MN

NA

06/10/2026 Crystal Lions Steak Fry
Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Road

5 PM to 7 PM

06/20/2026 Special Olympics USA Games - (June 20th to 26th) DONATE

07/09/2026
Hamel Rodeo - MN Lions Childhood 
Cancer Foundation Night

Corcoran

07/12/2026
Hamel Rodeo - MN Lions Childhood 
Cancer Foundation Night

Corcoran

10/02/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates
Good Earth Village
Spring Valley, MN

10/24/2026 Thanksgiving for Vision
Holiday Inn & Suites
St. Cloud, MN

12/04/2026 Project New Hope Retreat Dates
Faith Haven Camp
Battle Lake, MN

4/18 to 26
Service Initatives from IP A. P. Singh-
Environment

Clubs & Districts plan accordingly.

06/29/2029 LCI Convention Day 1 Minneapolis, MN Various
06/30/2029 LCI Convention Day 2 Minneapolis, MN Various
07/01/2029 LCI Convention Day 3 Minneapolis, MN Various
07/02/2029 LCI Convention Day 4 Minneapolis, MN Various
07/03/2029 LCI Convention Day 5 Minneapolis, MN Various

July 2026

December 2026

July 2029

May 2026

June 2026

October 2026
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Lion Sara McFee, DG
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PICTURE
1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT

Lion Ken Kumpula, VDGE

Several years ago, we had a guest speaker at one of our club dinner meetings. They were 
there to share about one of the many organizations we support as a district. When he 
introduced himself, he said he was from the "best club in the district" . Initially I was kind 
of ticked. I was like who are you to come into our house and make such a statement?  I 
mean I was pretty impressed with my club, but I was still relatively new, so maybe there 
was some actual measurement for such a thing. So, I let it go as maybe he was right. I 
eventually learned there was no such measurement. A year or so later he was back.... 
Now sharing another district program we all support. And he did it again!  "I am Lion Rob 
Hed, with the Hamel Lions, the Best darn Club in the District." 

Well, this time I knew more and was willing to let him think that way. I mean why 
shouldn't he feel that way about his club. I feel that way about my club after all. So, there 
it is the question. How do you feel about your club. Is it the best darn club in the district? 
If not, why? What would need to change? I know there are interesting dynamics in every 
club, as there are different personalities driving a club in different way. But each of these 
different styles can all be utilized to help a club. Here it comes, the plug for RLLI. One of 
the sections of the training was understanding these different styles and learning how to 
work with each other and be flexible with one another.

I do hope you are taking pride in your club and that you do appreciate what we all do in 
our communities. 

Yours in Lionism, Ken 
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LionHeidiZaworski@gmail.com
Please reach out to our team or

Heidi Zaworski 612-408-0242

GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM (GMT)
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Childhood 
Cancer

Diabetes Disaster Environment Humanitarian Hunger Mental Vision Youth

*    
*      
 *  
 *  
 *  

*      

 *  

 *  

 *  
*      
 *  

 *  

 *  

Clean Up a Local Park - hold your meeting at a park and arrive early for a quick community 
clean-up session.

Rain Barrels to collect Rainwater – make and donate or sell to people in your community. 

Recycle Drive - host a recycle drive to repurpose and donate gently used items. 

Be Green -   find ways to reduce and reuse the use of plastics in your community. Examples - 
reusable bags for shopping, reusable lunch bags, & use thermos instead of disposable 
bottles. Create list and promote in your club & community. 

Plant A Spot Initiative- brighten up a local space in need of color by planting flowers or 
greenery.

Donate your newspapers and magazine to other people or businesses instead of throwing 
in the garbage.

Bird Feeders - Make a variety of treats that will feed and sustain birds and wildlife throughout 
the season including bird feeders using cookie cutters; suet-filled orange halves; popcorn 
and cranberry garlands, and more. 

Build Bird Houses - then donate to bird-lovers in your community or to the elderly so they 
can place outside their window.  Many non-mobile elderly love watching the birds. 

GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM (GST)
WE SERVE IN UNITY

March -   our key area of service is Youth Service.  Service ideas for your club:

April - our key area of service is Environmental Service. 
Our International Week of Service is April 18-26.  Service ideas for your club:

Host a Story Hour - at your local library or where your club meets. 

Collect Toys - and donate to a daycare or school. 

Create Holiday or Birthday Cards - make handcrafted cards for kids.

Used Book Drive – collect used books and deliver the books to a school or daycare.

Library Book House - create a library book house in your community and stock it with used 
books for people to Take One and Leave One. 
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ZONE CHAIRS

ZONE 1 CHAIR
(term ends 2027)

Laurie Carlson lcarlson@candocanines.org

Loretto Lions Mpls. Can Do Canines New Hope Lions
St. Louis Park Lions Wayzata Lions

ZONE 2 CHAIR
(term ends 2027)

Regina Aiken raiken@tonkafinancial.com

Eden Prairie Lioness Lions Eden Prairie Lions Edina Lions
Hopkins Lions Northwest Tonka Lions Orono Lions
Saint Bonifacius Lions

ZONE 3 CHAIR
(term ends 2027)

Amber Georgeson georgeson.amber@gmail.com

Mpls Ambassadors Lions

Mpls Next Generation Downtown 
Lions

Mpls Northeast Lions Mpls Northside Roaring Lions

ZONE 4 CHAIR
(term ends 2027)

Andy Leifort andy.nextgenlions@gmail.com

Bloomington Lions Camden Lions Excelsior Lions
Mpls Riverview Lions Mpls Southwest Lions Mpls Special Olympics MN Lions
Richfield Lions

ZONE 5 CHAIR
(term ends 2027)

Michael Crenshaw bplionmichael@gmail.com

Brooklyn Center Lady Lions Brooklyn Center Lions Brooklyn Park Lady Lions
Brooklyn Park Lions Crystal Osseo Lions
Robbinsdale Lions

ZONE 6 CHAIR
(term ends 2026)

Vickie Parks vickieparks@gmail.com

Corcoran Lions Dayton Lions Hamel Lions
Maple Grove Lions Plymouth Lions Rogers Lions

Hopkins Noontime Lions 
(now meets evenings and name changing soon)
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Club treasurer Rob Papke 

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com

LIONS SERVING
Email Your Photos of your Lions in action.

Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email:

Club president Rebecca Mackenzie 
and member Dale Zinkgraf 

For their February service project,
Hopkins Lions and guests made Valentines 

and stuffed gift bags with Valentine’s Day 
gifts for 60 Chapel View Care Center

residents in Hopkins. 
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LIONS SERVING
Email Your Photos of your Lions in action.

Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email:

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com

Brooklyn Park Lions  Michael Crenshaw, Michael Reeves,  Terry Parks, Denton Nessley,and 
Wife Fauna at the 2nd annual Chili Cook off for Homeward Bound.

Rogers Lions packed over 1000 "Survival Bags" for Allan Law. Items included socks, hand 
warmers, a blanket, nuts, protein bars, and snacks. 
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LIONS SERVING
Email Your Photos of your Lions in action.

Please include dates, names, locations etc. to this email:

lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com

Kidsight at Wayzata Lions Pancake Breakfast
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CAN DO CANINES

We at Can Do Canines appreciate your partnership in spreading the word about our 
inspiring assistance dog teams.
Today, I want to make you aware that we recently highlighted on our website a newer 
team that resides in your district.
Please feel free to share with your fellow 5M5 Lions.

Thanks!
Caren Hansen
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Marketing and Communication Manager

Autism Assist Dog Waverly Cues in to Logan’s Needs 
January 14, 2026 
“We were super happy,” says Keesha, recalling the moment her family’s long wait for an assistance dog 
finally ended. Their son Logan, now 7, had been on the Autism Assist Dog waitlist for years. Reflecting on 
their change in status in the spring of 2025, Keesha shares, “It was emotional for me to finally meet her 
and know that we were so close to bringing her home. Logan was super excited to finally meet the dog 
that we had been talking about for so long. He had fun picking out all of her supplies, like a collar, tags, 
toys, and food dishes." 

The “her” she’s referring to is Waverly—a beautiful mix of 
Labrador and Golden Retriever. Keesha beams, “She’s incredibly 
lovable. So gentle and deeply in tune with emotions. However, 
she doesn’t understand how big she is when she crawls into your 
lap for snuggles. At 50 pounds, she thinks she’s a lap dog!” 
That emotional sensitivity has made a world of difference for 
Logan. When he’s upset, Waverly often walks over to quietly offer 
comfort. Out in public, Keesha notices the calming effect as well, 
“When she’s there, I can see a difference in him. He’s a little 
more grounded. If he feels overwhelmed, he knows he can run to 
her for a hug and feel safe.” 
Logan has a tendency to bolt out in public, especially if 
something frightens him. But Waverly’s tethering skills offer 

peace of mind. “It gives me a huge sense of relief,” Keesha says. “When he’s tethered to her, I know he 
can’t just run off. It makes a big difference.” 
Although Waverly doesn’t currently accompany Logan to school, she rides along to bring him to school 
and is there to greet him at the end of the day. “He’s so proud of her,” Keesha shares. “He tells everyone, 
‘This is my dog.’” That pride shows in the way Logan helps care for Waverly—feeding her, giving treats, and 
playing together in the backyard. Whether they’re playing tug-of-war, bouncing on the trampoline, or 
chasing each other around, the two are growing closer every day. 
“As time goes on, their bond will only grow stronger,” Keesha says. “Logan will be able to become a little 
more independent, not needing me right by his side all the time. He has a lot of separation anxiety, and 
we’re hoping that Waverly can help ease that—especially at bedtime or in situations where I can’t always 
be in the room. Just having her next to him brings him comfort.” 
As a former veterinary technician, Keesha was already familiar with Can Do Canines, but she’s still in awe 
of the training these dogs receive. “There are no words to describe how grateful we are,” she says. “We’re 
just so thankful to everyone who played a part in bringing Waverly into our lives. She is such an amazing 
gift! From the bottom of our hearts—thank you.” 
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LEO CLUBS
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MD5M CONVENTION
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seethurston@comcast.net liontimconaway@gmail.com 

MD5M KIDSIGHT

We are overwhelmed and so very grateful for the generosity of those Lions Clubs that donated to the 
KidSight Foundation for the “Parade” of Green at the Midwinter Convention. It is very much 
appreciated! Thank you!!

Exciting news from the recent KidSight Cabinet meeting. The KidSight Foundation is partnering with 
the University of Minnesota in a study designed to improve pediatric vision screening and outcomes 
in Minnesota. The study will be led by Dr Evan Chen. It will be a comprehensive, multi-year initiative 
with collaboration between the University and the KidSight Foundation. More to come when the study 
gets underway.

It’s the Pancake/Waffle Breakfast season and you will find us at many of them screening those little 
pancake eaters.  Wayzata Waffle Breakfast was a success, and we will be at the New Hope Pancake 
Breakfast, Brooklyn Park Waffle Breakfast and Bloomington’s Pancake Breakfast. If your club is 
having a public event let us know and we can help you get the kids’ eyes screened.

KidSight has been affected by the unrest in the cities. Some schools are postponing scheduled 
screenings and others are delaying scheduling their event. Our numbers are down but we look 
forward to increasing them soon.

Other information at the meeting was about the State Fair. It will be here before we know it! Watch for 
the Sign-Up Genius to be posted soon.

We are needing to get more clubs and Lions to be involved in KidSight screenings. From our years of 
experience, we believe strongly that childhood vision screening and correction of poor vision is one 
of the most effective and cost-efficient health care interventions in the world. Give the children in 
your clubs area that opportunity to be screened.  We would be glad to come to your clubs meeting to 
tell you more and get you started.

Lion Shari Thurston  
612-790-0507

Lion Tim Conaway
612-269-0027
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Gary Stevens, Chair
612-867-7249

Colleen Patterson, Secretary
612-275-7785

edenprairiegary@gmail.com cmp55422@gmail.com

MN LIONS CHILDHOOD CANCER FOUNDATION

One of the most meaningful ways we can serve is by stepping in when a family in our community is 
facing childhood cancer.

The Minnesota Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation (MLCCF) Matching Funds Program was created 
to help your club make an even greater impact.

💛💛 How the Matching Program Works
If your Lions Club raises funds to support a local child battling cancer, MLCCF will match your 
donation dollar-for-dollar up to $500.

If your club donates $200 → MLCCF matches $200
If your club donates $500 → MLCCF matches $500

If your club donates $1,000 → MLCCF matches $500

It’s simple, powerful, and immediate support for families who need it most.

Since April 1, 2022, the Foundation has matched club donations, contributing over $39,000 directly 
to families in need.
We would like to do more. (Actually, we’d prefer to do none — because that would mean no children 
are suffering from cancer.)
Until there is a cure, we will continue to raise funds to help those in need and use research to fight 
the battle against childhood cancer.

📌📌 Interested in Participating?
If your club is currently supporting a family — or becomes aware of a need — please contact your 
MLCCF Trustee for application details. Matching Funds materials available on our website
https://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/matching-funds-program-1

Together, 5M5 Lions can ensure no family fights alone.

Thank you for your continued compassion and commitment to serving children and families across 
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Lion David Danielson
612-327-5872

Lion Kathy Barkley
952-201-1348

daviddanielson2@gmail.com 1kathybarkley@gmail.com

MN LIONS VISION FOUNDATION

On April 12, 2026, Lions Gift of Sight will hold its Eye Donor Recognition Program. All Lions are 
welcome!

The program will honor eye donors from 2025 and express appreciation for the people who help 
make donations happen – eye donor families and friends. It is an opportunity to express gratitude 
and support and also raise awareness about the work of the Lions, the University of Minnesota, and 
the eye bank. 

Lions Gift of Sight has held donor recognition events since 2004, and more than 500 people now 
typically attend each one! In case you are not familiar with the programs, you can check out some 
past events on the Lions Gift of Sight website: https://lionsgiftofsight.umn.edu/Recognition-
Program.

Please come as a guest or as a volunteer. 
Reach out to Community Liaison Lion Jodi Altenhofen at 612-624-0446 or magnu007@umn.edu for 
more information.

LGS Eye Donor Recognition Program
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Lion Kevin Harris Lion Dick Ketzelman

PROJECT NEW HOPE

The leadership at Project New Hope would like to extend a HUGE 
THANK YOU to all of the Lions Clubs that donated to us at the 2026 5M5 

Midwinter Convention. 

We sincerely appreciate all of the support! 
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS MN
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS MN
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Fishing with 
Eden Prairie Lions

For more visions fun visit these links:

2025, Day 6 2025, Day 7 2025, Day 8

grant@southsideservice.org

YOUTH EXCHANGE & CAMPS

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
•   The youth all speak English so there should be no language barriers.
•   Meals at home should be provided.
•   If they would like to be taken to a specific restaurant they will usually always pay.
•   The one stipulation is they need to have their own bedroom and bed.
•    There is a $300 stipend to cover gas and food for their stay with their host family.
•   Great opportunity to show them the best of Minnesota and learn something from them.

Lion Grant Hendrickson
5M5 Lions Youth Exchange Foundation/Camp Spicer
612-508-9461
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Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
March 1, 2026 March 1, 2026

March 1, 2026 March 1, 2026

EVENT FLYERS

District 5M5 Informer Page 23 March 2026

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
March 7, 2026 March 7, 2026

March 11, 2026 March 15, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
March 20, 2026 March 20, 2026

March 20, 2026 March 20, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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March 21, 2026 March 24, 2026

March 27, 2026 March 29, 2026
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Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
March 29, 2026 March 30, 2026

CABINET MEETING

March 31, 2026 April 8, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
April 10, 2026 April 11, 2026

April 13, 2026 April 13, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
April 15, 2026 April 17, 2026

April 18, 2026 April 19, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
April 20, 2026 April 24, 2026

April 24, 2026 April 25, 2026

EVENT FLYERS

District 5M5 Informer Page 30 March 2026

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
April 25, 2026 May 1, 2026

May 4, 2026 May 13, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
May 15, 2026 June 5, 2026

June 10, 2026 June 20, 2026

EVENT FLYERS

District 5M5 Informer Page 32 March 2026

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
June 20, 2026 June 20, 2026

June 20, 2026 June 20, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
July 9, 2026 October 24, 2026

October 2, 2026

EVENT FLYERS
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mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


Email your Flyer or event information to:     lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
July 1, 2029 July 1, 2029

EVENT FLYERS

District 5M5 Informer Page 35 March 2026
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