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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
If the Date (Month, Day) is blue and underlined, that is a link to more info, a flyer, an email, or a website. 

If the Date (Month, Day) is black and not underlined, there is no link or further information at this time. 

Submit articles, news, photo for the next issue by the 25th   To this email: lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com 

December 2024 
December 1st to 31st Cruising with the DG 
December 1st to 31st Mid-Winter Convention Meal Tickets, full price 
December 1st to 31st Physical Activity Challenge 
December 1 Mid-Winter Convention Awards, Al Jensen  
December 1 Mid-Winter Convention Awards, John Lutter 
December 6 KS95 for Kids Radio Thon  
December 7 Brooklyn Park Lions Breakfast Waffles with Santa 
December 7 St. Louis Park Lions Breakfast with Santa! 
December 8 Rogers Lions Pancake & French toast with Santa 
December 9 Master Class-Is your Membership Happy & Healthy? (Via Zoom) 
December 10 Mid-Winter Convention Awards, MD5M Hall of Fame 
December 16 Eden Prairie Lions Wild Game Dinner 
December 16 Mid-Winter Convention Memorial Program Entries Due 
December 16 Tech Talks via Zoom (3rd Monday of the month) 

January 2025 
January 1 Mid-Winter Convention Awards, Every Day Hero Nominations Due 
January 10 to 12 5M5 Mid-Winter Convention (NEW LOCATION!!) 
January 8 Crystal Lions Steak Fry 
January 23 Feed My Starving Children, Leo’s & Lions 

January 25 
MD5M Convention Fundraiser, Best Western Kelly Inn 
100-4th Avenue South, St. Cloud 

February 2025 
February 3 5M5 Succession Planning Webinar 
February 12 Crystal Lions Steak Fry 

March 2025 
March 12 Crystal Lions Steak Fry 
March 13 ELLI Training 
March 29 LCIF Gala 
March 31 Master Class-Recruiting & Engaging Membership (in-person) 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com
https://5m5mwc.com/awards%2C-al-jensen
https://5m5mwc.com/awards%2C-john-lutter
https://lionsmd5m.org/MD5MWordpress/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MD5M-Hall-of-Fame-Nomination-Form.pdf
https://5m5mwc.com/memorial-program
https://5m5mwc.com/awards%2C-every-day-hero
https://5m5mwc.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084EA4A92FAAF49-feed2#/
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Kim Schommer 

 
 
Hello Lions, 
 
I hope you all had a Happy Thanksgiving with your family and friends. I look forward to December 
as this is a great time of year for Lions to make a difference in their communities - whether by having 
a food drive, hosting a holiday party for children, bell ringing, toy drive or countless other service 
projects and fund raisers. This time of year, your efforts mean more than ever when you help fill a 
community need.  
 
December also means the Mid-Winter Convention is right around the corner (January 10 -12). The 
theme is Mexico or Florida. Please see the 5M5 website or this issue of the information on Every 
Day Hero Awards, Meal Tickets, Sleeping Rooms, memorial service inclusion, John Lutter and 
MD5M Hall of Fame award nominations. Most of these items have deadlines so be sure you check 
to make sure you do not miss them. Also remember we will be having the Crock Pot Challenge on 
Friday night and the Dessert Challenge on Saturday night. The Mid-Winter Convention is a 
wonderful opportunity to introduce potential members to Lions. Please bring any friends or family 
members that you feel would make great Lions with you!  
 
I visited several clubs in November and have a few more scheduled for December. I have visited 
about half the clubs in our district so far. If I have not visited your club or you do not have a visit 
scheduled please reach out to me to schedule a visit, even if that visit will be quite a ways out. My 
schedule fills up quickly! 
 
Please remember to report on all of your service in the portal! This is especially important! We need 
to keep track of all the wonderful things we do in District 5M5. I suggest logging them as you 
complete them or at least on a monthly basis. 
 
Thank you all for the wonderful things you do for others. Each and every one of you makes a 
difference! 
 
Yours in Lionism 
 
Lion Kim Schommer 
District Governor 
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1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR Lion Sara 
McFee 

 
Greetings Lions, 
 
Throughout December our Lions will be celebrating their clubs, their members and their service. Our clubs 
will continue to make their marks, especially within their communities, with toy drives, Santa breakfasts, 
food baskets, gift cards, Ringing Bells for the Salvation Army and more. Join in on the fun and service info in 
this Informer and on our District website. (lions5m5.org).  
 
Also in December, 5M-5 Lions are invited to a GMT Masterclass. The focus? How to learn if your club is 
healthy and happy. Zoom December 9 at 6:30 p.m. (Dec. 9 Masterclass Happy & Healthy Clubs Zoom 
link) 
 
We’re looking ahead to January. Our District jumpstarts 2025 with our Mid-Winter Convention. 
• January 10 – 12 our District will be at the Sheraton Minneapolis West Hotel on Ridgedale Drive in 
Minnetonka. Our Mid-Winter committee chose this hotel location for its accessibility for Lions and guests, and 
better pricing for guest rooms and meals. 
• Take time to meet and greet our Leos! They will be onsite Friday afternoon for a meeting followed by 
their service projects.  
• Hospitality Rooms open Friday (opening 5 p.m.) and Saturday (opening 8 p.m.) evenings. Hospitality 
rooms offer free fun, friends, food, beverages and competitions. Crock-Pot Challenge (5m5mwc.com/crock-
pot-challenge) on Friday and Dessert Challenge (5m5mwc.com/dessert-challenge) on Saturday. 
• Saturday morning we remember Lions we’ve lost in the past year at our annual Memorial Program 
(5m5mwc.com/memorial-program) 
• Saturday includes some business with a Cabinet Meeting (8 a.m.) and Business Meeting and Voting 
(1:30 p.m.(5m5mwc.com/schedule) 
• We have special meals throughout the weekend starting with Saturday’s luncheon with our visiting 
International Director, learningabout our Lions foundations and honoring the Peace Poster winner.  
• Saturday’s dinner is a special time of awards including Every Day Heroes our clubs are honoring our John 
Lutter Memorial Award recipient.  
• Sunday’s Celebration Breakfast (Tail Twisting, Parade of Checks, Live Auction and more) follows the 
PDG meeting and Club President’s meeting with the visiting ID.  
• Order your meal tickets or hospitality books by December 1 for lowest price! (5m5mwc.com/meal-tickets) 
• Experience the weekend! Avoid commuting in bad weather. Reserve your hotel guest room by 
December 20 for a special discount rate. 
 
Your club may be decorating your hospitality room with a Mexican or Orlando, FL theme – or a mix of both. 
That’s okay! We’ll be having lots of fun meeting new and connecting with friends. 
 
Lion Sara McFee 
5M-5 First Vice District Governor 
 
5M-5 Co-Trustee, Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation  
 
Minneapolis Ambassadors Lions Club 
LionSaraMcFee@gmail.com  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Lion Bruce Strachota 

 
Greetings from your SVDG Bruce Strachota. 
 
I just finished my online training for SVDG. What a relief! I learned so much more about 
leadership, LCIF, and lifting people up to become better leaders. It has been fun 
working with my fellow SVDGs as we go along on our journey of becoming District 
Governors.  
 
As clubs continue their efforts to get new members, please make any potential new 
member a hometown hero by letting them lead a project of their choice. No judgments 
please. Collaborate with them to be creative in service.  
 
I am anxious to visit clubs after New Years. If anyone needs a speaker, I am the one to 
call. I will make your meeting fun! I am also willing to lead a Lions Chorus (I can sing, 
and I can read music).  
I hope every one of you has a happy and blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Yours in Lionism 
SVDG Bruce Strachota 
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GLOBAL EXTENSION TEAM (GET) 

 

Are you looking to be part of a team, then look no farther. The GET is looking to increase its team. I 
know you’re asking yourself what is the GET team?  Well,  
plays a crucial role in expanding the reach of Lions Clubs around the world.  
 
Their primary mission is to foster the development of new clubs, helping to rejuvenate districts and 
bring the spirit of service to new communities. Working closely with Lions leaders, the team focuses on 
identifying areas of opportunity, recruiting passionate individuals, and supporting the formation and 
growth of new clubs. 
 
The team also provides valuable training and resources for those looking to start new clubs, offering 
guidance on community assessment, member recruitment, and club chartering. Through these efforts, 
the Global Extension Team ensures that Lions International can continue its mission of service, 
empowering more people to make a positive impact globally. 
 
Please Email or Text 

 
GET Coordinator 
Lion Michael Crenshaw 
bplionmichael@gmail.com 
(651) 500-9400 
We meet on Zoom once a month. 

 

  

mailto:bplionmichael@gmail.com
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM (GLT) 

 

 

Did you know that Lions International has added a few more core services 
areas? 

Even though we were already doing service in these areas, we now have Vision, 
Diabetes, Childhood Cancer, Hunger, Environment AND NOW Humanitarian, Disaster 
& Youth. See the Global Service Team's awesome articles with service ideas! 

 
Did you know that there are different types of Lion's memberships? 

Regular (most common), Family (Lions living in the same house - reduced rate), 
Student (enrolled in an educational institution, under 30 - reduced rate) and Leo-Lion 
(former Leos, now Lions, under 30 - reduced rate). 

 
Did you know what the difference between the Constitution and By-Laws 
are? 

The Constitutions contain items which are more permanent and are amended by a 2/3 
vote of members; and that Bylaws contain items which are less permanent and are 
amended by a majority vote? 

 
Did you know that each club has delegates who can vote at the district 
midwinter convention?  

The District Secretary has sent the delegate information to club presidents and 
secretaries. Please come to the convention and vote! 
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GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM (GMT) 

 

Each year in December, there is a significant increase in membership drops, as club secretaries update their 
rosters in preparation for the upcoming annual dues payment. Now is the time to be proactive to keep Lions 
from leaving. Here are some things you can do to reduce membership losses: 
• Encourage club membership chairpersons to reach out to Lions who have missed recent meetings and 

other club events. A personal invitation to a club event can go a long way for a member who feels 
disconnected from their club. 

• Ask club treasurers to call members who are behind on their dues to convince them to pay before they 
are dropped. Clubs shouldn’t wait until the last minute to collect.  

 
STATS 

District 5M5 Membership: 1,332 (As Of 10/30/24). 
To Date Added Members:  39  
To Date Dropped Members:  -48 
Net Gain/Loss:  -9 

 
WELCOME NEW LION’S MEMBERS!                              THANK YOU SPONSORS!!  
 

EXCELSIOR LIONS CLUB 
TANA DENARVAEZ                      Sponsored by KATHY BARCLAY  
JESSICA GALOW                       Sponsored by ERIN FISCHER  
 
MAPLE GROVE (002961) - LIONS CLUB 
FARIHA GRIEME                         Sponsor: KEN KUMPULA  
MARK KARRELS                       Sponsor: LEE NEWMAN  
TIM MCCLURE                            Sponsor: KEN KUMPULA 
 
MINNEAPOLIS AMBASSADORS LIONS CLUB 
KAREN R. ARMBRUST M.D., PH.D     Sponsored by FREDERICUS VAN KUIJK  
LULWA EL ZEIN M.D                    Sponsored by FREDERICUS VAN KUIJK  
JOHN D. HULLEMAN PH.D.        Sponsored by FREDERICUS VAN KUIJK  
MEREDITH STALLONE O.D.        Sponsored by: FREDERICUS VAN KUIJK  
 
NEW HOPE LIONS CLUB 
CHRISTINE FRIDAY (26835271)    Sponsored by KATHI HEMKEN  

The District 5M-5 Global Membership Team is here to support you and your Club’s needs. If you’re 
interested in turning Mission 1.5 into reality, we need to PUMP UP the PRIDE!  
Please reach out if you’d like to participate on the GMTeam or need any assistance recruiting and retaining 
members. 
Together We Make a Difference! ��������������� 
 
Lion Heidi Zaworski 
LionHeidiZaworski@Gmail.com 612.408.0242 
Global Membership Team (GMT) District Coordinator 
https://lions5m5.org/gmt-global-membership 

  

about:blank
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GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM (GST) 
WE SERVE IN UNITY 

 

Childhood 
Cancer 

 

Diabetes 

 

Disaster 

 

Environment 

 

Humanitarian 

 

Hunger 

 

Vivion 

 

Youth 
 

Do you question what to report as service for your Lion or Leo Club? 
Per Lions International this is what they want you to report. 
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MID-WINTER CONVENTION-SCHEDULE 
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ZONE CHAIRS 

 
ZONE 1 CHAIR (terms ends 2027)  ZONE 2 CHAIR (terms ends 2027) 
Laurie Carlson  Regina Aiken (Gary) 

Corcoran Lions  Eden Prairie Lions 

Dayton Lions  Eden Prairie Lioness Lions 

Hamel Lions  Hopkins 

Loretto Lions  Northwest Tonka Lions 

Mpls. Can Do Canines  Orono Lions 

St. Louis Park Lions  Saint Bonifacius Lions 
Wayzata Lions   

   

ZONE 3 CHAIR (terms ends 2027)  ZONE 4 CHAIR (terms ends 2025 
 

Amber Georgeson  Heidi Zaworski (Marty) 

Camden Lions  Bloomington Lions 

Crystal Lions  Minneapolis Northeast Lions 

Edina Lions  Minneapolis Riverview Lions 

Minneapolis Ambassadors Lions  Minneapolis Southwest Lions 

Minneapolis Downtown Next Generation Lions  Minneapolis Special Olympics Minnesota Lions 
Minneapolis Northside Roaring Lions  Richfield Lions 

   

ZONE 5 CHAIR (terms ends 2025)  ZONE 6 CHAIR (terms ends 2026) 
Judy Rue (Chuck)  Vickie Parks 

Excelsior Lions  Brooklyn Center Lady Lions 

Hopkins Noontime Lions  Brooklyn Center Lions 

New Hope Lions  Brooklyn Park Lady Lions 

Osseo Lions  Brooklyn Park Lions 

Plymouth Lions  Maple Grove Lions 

Robbinsdale Lions  Rogers Lions 
 
 
 

mailto:lauriecarlson@yahoo.com
mailto:raiken@tonkafinancial.com
mailto:georgeson.amber@gmail.com
mailto:judyrue@icloud.com
mailto:vickiemparks@gmail.com
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5M5 DISTRICT INFORMATION 

  
 

 
Calendar of Events and Activities  -  District 5M5’s calendar is your key source for 
information on what is happening at the club, District, Multiple, and International levels. 
The 5M5's District website calendar is updated throughout the month at Lions5M5.org 

 
5M5 District Website Update  -  5M5's website has a fresh look! Check out the website for 
information, resources, and calendar. Click on the above title to learn more. 

 
Share Your Club Service and Activities on Facebook 

District 5M5 - Lions Service Facebook email to Lion Bernie Braegelmann  

District 5M5 Lions Facebook email to Lion Kristine Morin. 

 

Lions License Plates for your cars  -  After January 1, 2024, you will be able to 
purchase special Lions plates for your vehicles! Minnesota lawmakers approved a Lions 
Club special plate for use on passenger automobiles, non-commercial one-ton pickup 
trucks, motorcycles, and recreational vehicles. Ask to purchase the Lions plates at a 
Minnesota Driver and Vehicles office. The plate includes the Lions logo. 

LCI’s Eight Global Causes 

 

While LCI’s website is still being updated, it is true that Lions Clubs International’s Eight Global Causes 
now include Childhood Cancer, Diabetes, Disaster Relief, Environment, Humanitarian, Hunger, Vision, 
and Youth. This is great info to share with your club, potential members, and your community! 

2029 Lions International Convention in Minneapolis 

Volunteers will be needed before and after the Lions International’s annual convention in Minneapolis. 
From planning to hosting to help with airport arrivals and departures, there will be opportunities to 
welcome and connect with Lions from around the world. Watch for updates. (The last Lions International 
convention was in Minneapolis in 2009.) 

 
  

https://lions5m5.org/calendar
https://lions5m5.org/
https://lions5m5.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090867921838
mailto:bernxieo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064929270587
mailto:KrisBrooklyn@yahoo.com
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MULTIPLE DISTRICT 5M CONVENTION NEWS 
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LIONS SERVING 

 

 Email Your Photos 
Please email photos of 
your Lions in action – 

club, district and beyond. 
Include dates, names, 

locations etc to this email: 

 

 

New Hope Lions volunteered at The Food Group 
on October 24. They repackaged bulk long grain 
rice into 1-pound bags that get redistributed to 
food shelves. They processed 1150 pounds of 

rice which is approximatley 958 meals! 

 
 

 

Riverview Lions Grant Hendricksen & Lion 
Mike Franz presented the Salvation Army 

with 75 Cub Foods $25 gift cards for a 
total of $1875. The needy families in the 

community wll hopefully have a chance to 
enjoy a better meal fo their Thanksgicing. 

 
 

mailto:lionsdistrict5m5@gmail.com


District 5M5 Informer-Home Page 18 
 

blank 

Maple Grove Lions 
They include our waffle breakfast and bake sale and KidSight. 
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New members Mark Karrels and sponsor Lion 

Lee Newman. 

 
New member Fariha Grieme and Tim McClune and 

sponsor Lion Ken Kumpula 
 

 
PID Ross Thorfinnson speaking at a dinner 

meeting. 

 
Our food drive at CUB with Lions Teresa, Sharon, 

Claudia and Vickie. 
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CAMP CONFIDENCE  

Yes- 
501c3 

Also known as Camp Confidence, it is an outdoor 
center for persons with developmental 
disabilities. The program at Camp Confidence is 
aimed at promoting self- confidence and self-
esteem and the necessary skills to become 
contributing members of society. 
 

Cabinet Chair: 
Not Assigned 

Contact: 
PID Ross Thorfinson  
612-819-1743 
rthorf@aol.com 

 

CAN DO CANINES 

 

Yes- 
501c3 

The Lions have been supporting this program to 
provide 5 types of specially trained assistance 
dogs: 
- Hearing Assist 
- Diabetes Assist 
- Seizure Assist 
- Mobility Assist 
- Autism Assist  

Cabinet Chair: 
Daren Johnson 
4910 Washburn Ave N 
Minneapolis, MN 55430 
C: 612-720-0271 
E: 
Daren.Johnson@mpls.k12.mn.u
s 

Can Do Canines 
9440 Science Center Dr. 
New Hope, MN 55428 
B: 763-331-3000 
F: 763-331-3009 

 

LCIF 
(LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION) 

Yes- 
501c3 

Lions Clubs International Foundation provides 
money and services throughout the world such 
as fighting river blindness in remote regions of 
the world, providing seed money for Diabetes 
programs, relief for natural disasters, and for 
national emergencies such as the World Trade 
Center attack. 

Cabinet Chair  
Rob Hed (Rhonna) 
17440 45th Ave N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
C: 763-300-9454 
E: hedrob33@yahoo.com 
   

LCIF 
Department 4547 
Carol Stream, IL 60122-
4547 
 
The Melvin Jones Fellow 
Award is given for 
contributions of $1,000 
 

 
  

mailto:rthorf@aol.com
mailto:Daren.Johnson@mpls.k12.mn
mailto:Daren.Johnson@mpls.k12.mn.us
mailto:Daren.Johnson@mpls.k12.mn.us
mailto:hedrob33@yahoo.com
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LEADER DOGS 

 

 
 

 
 

The organization provides guide dogs to those in need completely free of charge. This 
includes not just the training of the dogs but also travel, room, and board for the clients 
who participate in their residential programs. These programs ensure that clients leave 
with both the skills and confidence to use their guide dog effectively. Leader Dogs for 
the Blind also offers a variety of services like orientation and mobility training and 
specialized training for individuals who are deaf-blind, helping people to improve their 
independent travel skills. 
 
Lions Clubs have a special relationship with Leader Dogs, not only due to their shared 
vision mission but also because Lions often sponsor guide dogs. Local Lions chapters 
raise funds to cover the cost of training and providing Leader Dogs, which can be as much 
as $40,000 per dog. This generous financial support ensures that clients are never 
burdened with the cost of receiving a guide dog, making the program accessible to 
everyone, regardless of their financial situation.  
 
When a Lions Club donates to Leader Dogs for the Blind, it’s much more than a 
financial contribution—it’s a profound act of service that changes lives. The donation 
represents a gift of independence and mobility to people who might otherwise be limited 
in their daily activities.  
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LEOS  

 

 

Hello from the 5M5 Leo Club! Since last month we’ve had 
another meeting and made progress on planning our service 
projects for the Midwinter Convention on January 10, 2024. 
Our wonderful Leos have been hard at work to plan fidget 
kits for children in hospitals, comfort kits including blankets 
and pillows, and seed kits to brighten up a local senior living 
center. We’re planning to have about 100 Leos at the 
Midwinter Convention to help assemble these kits and we 
can’t wait to see all of you there!  
 
On Thursday, January 23 from 5:00-7:30 pm there is 
packing food for Feed My Starving Children open to all Leos 
and Lions. Sign up here! Thank you to everyone who made 
it to our last FMSC event, the Leos and Lions did a great job. 
 
Eleanor Martenson 
5M5 District Leo Club President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look what I picked up!! 
The Leos designed it and it will be on 
display at Maple Grove Senior High to 

recruit new Leos. 
 

Lion Mike Peach 
 

 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084EA4A92FAAF49-feed2%23/
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL TRADING PIN CLUB 
(LITPC) 

 

 

LITPC YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
The Lions International Trading Pin Club (LITPC) has announced for the 2024 – 2025 school year that 
there will be 6 US $2,500 scholarships awarded. Graduating Leos OR graduating sons/daughters, 
grandsons/granddaughters of Lions are eligible to apply for the LITPC Youth Scholarship.  
 
The LITPC goal is to help our future leaders and give students a financial helping hand. This program 
started in 2012.  
 
Recipients have been from Connecticut (2), Delaware (2), Georgia, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota (4), New York (3), Ohio (6), Oklahoma (2), Pennsylvania (3) and Virginia (6). 
 
The 2025 recipients will be announced at the LITPC Annual Meeting in 2025. 
 
To obtain the current LITPC Youth Scholarship information: 

1. Go to the LITPC website:  www.litpc.org 
2. In the left column, click on LITPC Scholarship Forms. 
3. Then click on LITPC Scholarship Information. 
4. When that page comes up, click on the Scholarship Application Form. Read and follow ALL 

directions. Be sure to fill out ALL the forms neatly and correctly which includes the 4 essay 
questions (in 350 words or less) and the question about scholarships that you have been 
offered along with submitting a certified copy of your high school transcript including 
activities. 

5. Plus, you also need to attach recommendations from 2 persons (i.e., teacher, coach, 
clergy, employer, etc.) 

6. AND attach a recommendation letter from a Lions Club member indicating the name of 
the Club and state/province and country in which the Club is located. 

 
ALL forms and letters are to be submitted by MARCH 1, 2025 to: 

 
Lions Bill & Marcia Guthrie, Scholarship Chairman       763-786-8072 
9  101st  Lane NW, Coon Rapids, MN   55448         bmguthrie9@q.com 

You can either mail us your application OR email it to us. 
 

THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK TO ALL!!! 
The LITPC fulfills the motto of Lions Clubs International – “WE SERVE”  

http://www.litpc.org/
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MN LIONS CHILDHOOD CANCER FOUNDATION 

 

Yes- 
501c3 

Provides services and resources for survivors 
of childhood cancer and their families. Such as 
Camp KACE (Kids Against Cancer Everywhere). 
 
Supports research by providing funds to the 
University of Minnesota Masonic Cancer Center 
or such other organizations that engage in 
research and/or treatment or care of childhood 
cancer as the board of directors may from time 
to time approve. 
 
Provides service for the support of families of 
childhood cancer patients. Clubs can receive 
matching grants up to $500 for a family in their 
district. 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Lion Gary Stevens 
C: 612-867-7249 
E:  
edenprairiegary@gmail.com 
 
Mail checks to: 
MN Childhood Cancer Foundation 
% Tom O’Brien 
5028 Norwood Street 
Duluth, MN 55804 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Lion Colleen Patterson 
C: 612-275-7785 
E: 
cmp55422@gmail.com 
 
Pay Online at: 
www.mnlionschildhood
cancerfoundation.org/d
onate-1 
 

 

  
 
 

Trustees from MN Luons Childhood 
Cancer Foundations will be helping 

hand phones at this event on 
December 6th in the rotunda at Mall of 

America. 
Stop by and say hi!! 

 
 

mailto:edenprairiegary@gmail.com
mailto:cmp55422@gmail.com
http://www.mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/donate-1
http://www.mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/donate-1
http://www.mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/donate-1
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 MINNESOTA LIONS DIABETES FOUNDATION  
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MINNESOTA LIONS HEARING FOUNDAION 

 

Yes- 
501c3 

The MN Lions Hearing Foundation - 
Lions 5M International Hearing Center, 
Lions Children’s Hearing Center, Lions 
Voice Clinic; Cochlear implants, hearing 
tests, infant hearing testing, hearing aids, 
and research are among the many 
important works of the Lions Hearing 
Foundation. 
 
Children’s Hearing Center - You may also 
designate in the memo line that you wish 
your contribution to be used for the 
Children’s Hearing Center. 
 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Cheryl Jechorek (Bob) 
H: 763-560-1132 
C: 763-300-6749 
E: cjechorek28@gmail.com 
 
Send checks to Cheryl or Kevin  

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Kevin Walsh 
C: 612-810-6075 
E: kwalsh75@live.com 
 

 

MINNESOTA LIONS VISION FOUNDAION 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:cjechorek28@gmail.com
mailto:kwalsh75@live.com
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PROJECT NEW HOPE 
 

Yes- 
501c3 

The mission is to provide Veterans and their 
families with the education, training and skills 
necessary to manage their lives after wartime 
services. 
 
They do this by offering retreats for the whole 
family. 
 
Make checks payable to:  
Project New Hope Lions Foundation of MN, Inc 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Kevin Harris (Alissa) 
C: 612-581-7056 
E: ukharris31@gmail.com 
 
Website: 
www.projectnewhope.net 
 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Dick Kentzelman (Amanda) 
H: 763-425-5225 
C: 612-889-1435 
E: 
rkentzelman@hotmail.c
om 
 

 

MD5M LIONS KIDSIGHT 

 

Yes- 
501c3 

Send your checks to:  
Shari & Bill Thurston  
3817 Lynn Ave S 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
 
H: 952-920-4320 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Bill Thurston 
C: 612-790-7367 
E: wjthurston@comcast.net  

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Tim Conaway 
C: 612-269-0027 
E: 
LionTimConaway@gmail
.com 

 
At the recent MD5M Lions KidSight Foundation meeting, we discussed that screening kids from six-months-old to six-
years-old is still the founding goal of the program.  
 
During the past few years, we have increased the age range for kids we screen to 18-year-olds. That is because in the 
course of screening families at community events, we were naturally willing to screen kids over the age of six in the same 
family with young children. 
 
As a result, we saw that children older than six needed referrals. Our average referral rate of about 10 percent applies to 
this older age range as well as to the younger kids. And as we have started to screen in more and more public and private 
schools, we noticed that same referral rate in kids in their teens. 
 
But it is the six-month to six-year group where finding a vision problem can result in treatment that corrects the problem. 
And when we find indicators for amblyopia, a complete examination can lead to action that prevents permanent eye 
damage, including blindness. 
 
Any of you with kids, grandkids, nieces and nephews or neighbor’s children who attend preschools are in a pivotal 
position to help us out. Let us know where the children attend, and the parents’ names. We can approach the school and 
refer to the child, giving us some kind of better “in” to start the conversation. 
 
The winter months are relatively quiet in terms of community events, where we ordinarily see many young kids. It would 
be a great season to do screenings in as many pre-schools as possible. Your help getting us in the door would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Lion Bill Thurston    Lion Tim Conaway 
wjthurston@comcast.net   liontimconaway@gmail.com 
612-790-0027     612-269-0027 
 

mailto:ukharris31@gmail.com
http://www.projectnewhope.net/
mailto:rkentzelman@hotmail.com
mailto:rkentzelman@hotmail.com
mailto:wjthurston@comcast.net
mailto:LionTimConaway@gmail.com
mailto:LionTimConaway@gmail.com
mailto:wjthurston@comcast.net
mailto:liontimconaway@gmail.com
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
 

Yes- 
501c3 

The 5M-5 Lions have been helping at the Special 
Olympics with their Healthy Athletes program 
at the state Competitions of the University of 
MN. 
 
We incur some miscellaneous expenses that are 
not in the District’s budget. 
 
Checks can be made to: 
Special Olympics Minnesota 
100 Washington Ave S., Suite 550 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
James Cain 
5151 Russell Ave N 
Minneapolis, MN 55430 
H: 612-521-1903 
C: 763-232-0790 
E: jhcain2@gmail.com 
B: 612-333-0999 
 or 800-783-7732 
F: 612-333-8732 

Cabinet Co-Chair: 
Ray Moonen 
6143 Brookview Ave S 
Edina, MN 55424 
H: 952-926-3166 
C: 952-201-7031 
E: 
moonen@myinfmail.com 
 
www.specialolympicsmi
nnesota.org 
 

 

TEAM SHEEHAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
 

Yes- 
501c3 

Named after 2021 2022 International President and Minnesota Lion Brian 
Sheehan, the T.E.A.M. Sheehan Charitable Foundation was established to raise 
funds and support the global causes of Lions Clubs International: Diabetes, 
Environment, Hunger, Vision, and Childhood Cancer. The foundation is 
governed by trustees appointed by the District Governors in each of the 
districts in MD5M. 
 
Mail checks to: 
PDG Merlin Athmann, Treasurer 
P.O. Box337 
Bird Island, MN 55310 
 

Cabinet Chair 
Rob Rand 
6600 Lyndale Ave S., #600 
Richfield, MN 55423 
C: 612-715-6055 
E: robrandmn@gmail.com 

 

TRUE FRIENDS 
 

Yes- 
501c3 

True Friends is the umbrella organization which 
includes: 
 - Camp Courage 
 - Camp Friendship 
 - Camp Eden Wood 
 - Camp Courage North 

Cabinet Chair: 
Not Assigned 

Contact: 
PID Ross Thorfinson  
612-819-1743 
rthorf@aol.com 

Each camp provided a great experience for persons with physical, intellectual, and emotional disabilities. 
 
Make checks payable to: True Friends-A specific camp can be designated by putting its name in the memo portion. 

mailto:jhcain2@gmail.com
mailto:moonen@myinfmail.com
http://www.specialolympicsminne/
http://www.specialolympicsminne/
http://www.specialolympicsminnesota.org/
mailto:robrandmn@gmail.com
mailto:rthorf@aol.com
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YOUTH EXCHANGE and YOUTH CAMPS 

 

No 

This Lions program has students from all over 
the world visiting the United States and vice 
versa. 
 
The district recommends that all checks go to 
5M5 with Youth Exchange in the memo. 
 

Cabinet Chair: 
Grant Hendrickson 
9025 Telford Crossing 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 
 

H: 763-391-7628 
C: 612-508-9461 
B: 612-721-1696 
E: 
grant@southsideservies.or
g 
 

 

 

 

  

mailto:grant@southsideservies.org
mailto:grant@southsideservies.org
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EVENT FLYERS 
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JANUARY 10-12, 2025 
 

CLICK HERE TO RESERVE SLEEPING ROOM 
 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1714578768673&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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January 25MD5M Convention Fundraiser, 

 

 



District 5M5 Informer-Home Page 34 
 

blank 

  

  



District 5M5 Informer-Home Page 35 
 

blank 

 

 

  



District 5M5 Informer-Home Page 36 
 

blank 

TERMS & ABBREVIATIONS 
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WEB SITES & LINKS 

 

Awards       lions5m5.org/awards 

District 5M5      lions5m5.org 

Lions Clubs International    lionsclubs.org 

Multiple District 5M (MD5M)    lionsmd5m.org 

 

District Approved Projects & Links 
Can Do Canines     candocanines.org 

Confidence Learning Center   campconfidence.com 

Leader Dogs for the Blind    leaderdog.org 

Leos       lionsclubs.org/about-leos 

Lions Clubs International Foundation  lcif.org- 

MD5M Lions KidSight Foundation   kidsightmd5m.org 

Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation  mnlionsdiabetes.org 

Minnesota Lions Hearing Foundation  5mhf.org 

Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation  mnlionsvisionfoundation.org 

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation  mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org 

Project New Hope     projectnewhope.net 

Special Olympics Minnesota   specialolympicsminnesota.org 

TEAM Sheehan Charitable Foundations  facebook.com/groups/TEAM SHEEHAN 

True Friends      truefriends.org 

Youth Exchange/Youth Camps   lionsclubs.org/youth/youth-camps-and-exchange 

 

https://lions5m5.org/awards
http://lions5m5.org/
http://lionsclubs.org/
http://lionsmd5m.org/
https://candocanines.org/
https://campconfidence.com/about/
http://leaderdog.org/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/discover-our-clubs/about-leos
http://lcif.org/
http://kidsightmd5m.org/
http://mnlionsdiabetes.org/
http://5mhf.org/
http://mnlionsvisionfoundation.org/
http://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/
http://projectnewhope.net/
http://specialolympicsminnesota.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1509813445712962/
http://www.truefriends.org/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/youth/youth-camps-and-exchange
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