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It’s That Time Again!

ur 13th Annual Green Expo is

hosted once again by Homestead
Gardens, on Saturday, March 23, from
10:30 am to 2:00 pm.

The Green Expo features exhibitors
offering information, education, and
demonstrations on environmentally
friendly products, sustainable lifestyle,
lawn and garden techniques, agricultural
practices, energy use, water con-
servation and preservation, recycling, land use, and
conservation. Green Expo will provide attendees
with information needed to live a sustainable life and
to protect and preserve our environment, our
waterways, and our Chesapeake Bay.

Seedling giveaway, sponsored by Lakemont
Gardens/Dignity Memorials: DACA’s annual tree
seedling giveaway is from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm (or
until the trees are all gone) in Homestead Gardens’
greenhouse. This year’s offerings are redbud, witch
hazel, red osier dogwood, and flowering dogwood—
all Maryland natives and pollinator friendly. And in
keeping with the green theme, the seedlings will be
provided in paper bags this year, not plastic!

Flag ceremony and Scouts participation:
Scouts Troop 454 will present colors at 10:30 am at
the flagpole in the parking lot. Afterward, bring your

DavidsonVville

DAVIDSONVILLE AREA CIVIC ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS

Green Expo

HOSTED BY HOMESTEAD GARDENS

MARCH 23 - 10:30am-2:00pM

worn and tattered old flags to the Scouts’ exhibit
table for respectful disposal.

More! In addition to an exciting array of
exhibitors, the Expo will again offer face painting
courtesy of the Southern High School Art De-
partment. Also, come meet and learn about raptors.

Food! Kernel Gunther’s famous popcorn, funnel
cakes and more; Sweet Satisfaction with homemade
ice cream, coffee, and other beverages; and Salt &
Pepper Flippin BBQ Truck will all be on site.

Become a member of DACA: Pay dues of $20
per person and your voice will be amplified by this
respected civic association in meetings and dis-
cussions with representatives of our county and state
government. DACA exists to assist by speaking with
you and for you. Let your voice be heard!
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Notes and Appreciations

A Few Words from the Editor

t was never my intent to delay production of this issue for so

long after last fall’s Summer—Fall/August—-October issue of
The Villager. Many apologies to our members and readers! With
my very demanding full-time job and a full personal schedule,
I’ve found it immensely difficult to carve out time to produce the
newsletter. Much of this issue has been composed during the
quiet wee hours in the dead of night. I’ll endeavor to do better!
Former editor Gail Enright set a vastly high bar that | have yet to
remotely approach. | am grateful for her continuing contributions.

On another note, DACA’s board has been incredibly involved
in a red-hot local topic regarding the heavy truck traffic and sand
and gravel mining operations along Patuxent River Road. This
matter has been historically and legally complex, with more than
a couple nail-biting twists and turns. And it’s not over yet. | hope
you find the article interesting and enlightening.

Public Servants and Private Citizens Together,
at Work on Our Roads
H eavy rains in early February caused longstanding wet
conditions on local roads, noticeably on the northwest
corner at the intersection of Davidsonville Road and Governors
Bridge Road. The storm drain inlet was clogged and ultimately

reached a point where the runoff
from rain earlier in the month began
to pool across the surface of 3
Governors Bridge Road. Unable to

reach the ditch on the south side /Lz

where it could be carried away, a %
large puddle developed and was still \&\&‘/
there after two weeks. This large

wet area in the road was a major

nuisance, but earlier in the season when temperatures were below
freezing, the lack of drainage was a dangerous frozen hazard, most
especially for wvehicles attempting to turn onto westbound
Governors Bridge Road.

DACA board member Ed Woods learned that “ditching” by
the road crews is usually done every two or three years in areas
where storm runoff or other factors tend to create large amounts
of dirt and debris that impede proper drainage. “Spot ditching”
can be done in response to citizens’ complaints about a specific
problem. Mr. Woods notified state and county road officials and
then the County Executive’s Constituent Services Office about
the above problem. After some minor confusion, the County roads
crews were able to get the drain cleared, and and proper drainage
patterns were restored on February 20. Thanks Ed!

Gail Enright

HOMESTEAD GARDENS

Serving Davidsonville’s gardening needs since 1973

Severna Park
522 Ritchie Hwy

Davidsonville
743 W. Central Ave.

HOMESTEADGARDENS.cOm

CATLETT’S SERVICE CENTER

537 West Central Avenue ¢ Davidsonville Maryland 21035
Local 410-798-5446 e« Balt 410-269-6626 ¢ DC 301-261-7505

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE & REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
MARYLAND STATE INSPECTIONS FOR
CARS, TRUCKS, MOTORCYCLES & TRAILERS

~N NN

CATLETT’S TOWING

24-HOUR DAMAGE FREE TOWING
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
WHEEL LIFT « ROLLBACK SERVICE
MOTORCYCLE TOWING
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

537 West Central Avenue ¢ Davidsonville Maryland 21035
Local 410-798-5446 e Balt 410-269-6626 * DC 301-261-7505
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Sand and Gravel Mining on Patuxent River Road: Residents are Deeply Opposed

ones of Annapolis, owner of Brandywine Aggregates at 3026

Patuxent River Road near the U.S. Route #50 overpass, has
applied to AA County Department of Planning & Zoning for a
Special Exception to excavate sand and gravel at 2882 Patuxent
River Road, just north of the Brandywine site, both of which
border on the Patuxent River. Mining sand and gravel has been a
major business along the river for more than 100 years, as
construction materials have been in high demand. Although the
area is zoned for rural/agricultural land use, sand and gravel
mining has been allowed with a “special exception” to the zoning
code. Many of the former pits along the river have been mined
out, leaving a big empty space that once was full of valuable
material. Environmental regulations have been enacted over the
decades to require operators or owners to reclaim the land by
filling the holes, planting trees and other vegetation, and assure
no seepage into the ground water; ultimately the owners can sell
the reclaimed property, as was the case for Davidsonville Park.

Patrick Maslar, resident of Governors Bridge Road, attended
DACA’s December 2023 board meeting to explain the special ex-
ception process for the sand and gravel operation at 2882 Patuxent
River Road. He recapped some of the history that was presented
by Daniel Jones at DACA’s November 2023 board meeting. The
property was purchased by Brandywine Aggregates, which is
owned by the Jones family. Current aggregate properties in the
area are being mined under a nonconforming use. In 2000 Bran-
dywine Aggregates applied for a special exception on the property
but then withdrew the application. Since October 2023 they were
in pre-file stage for a special exception application at 2882 Patux-
ent River Road.

Mr. Maslar reported that residents of the local community are
working to oppose the operation on the general basis that sand and
gravel operations are not allowed under the special exception on
Patuxent River Road. In studying the Code, he
noted 19 requirements for sand and gravel mining.
Relevant sections of the County Code can be found
at Section (§) 17-6-504 - Scenic or Historic Roads
(Patuxent River Road is a Category 1 road per Ap-
pendix A of the County’s Scenic and Historic Roads
Implementation Policy); § 18-11-113 - Clay and

borrow pits and sand and gravel operations; and ONLY
§ 18-16-304 - Special Exceptions. The applicants Traoditional
must also get a State mining permit for the new site. Irish Pub

Davidsonville’s

Daniel Jones briefly summarized the company’s activity
since the 1960s and spoke of their future plans. He emphasized
that they are a small, local, family-owned business. Brandywine’s
current sand and gravel resources are exhausted, leaving empty
pits that they have been filling with construction debris. After rec-
lamation at 3026, they want to move their mining operation to
2882 Patuxent River Road. He noted that the usual issues associ-
ated with mining uses are environmental, noise, and truck traffic,
and he explained to the board how they plan to manage these.

Regarding the environment, Jones acknowledged that trees
will be removed from the land at 2882, but the property had al-
ready been logged by previous owners and no specimen trees re-
main on the site that require protection. They will reclaim the ex-
cavated land at the end of the operation with clean fill from exca-
vated basements, septic systems, etc. They completed the wetland
delineation on the site. Maryland Department of the Environment
will conduct regular inspections.

As to truck traffic, they expect to close the current Bran-
dywine site within two to four years and are currently reclaiming
it. If they get the special exception to proceed with operations at
their new site, it will take about two years to get permitting in
place to start mining. Thus Jones stated there would be no increase
in truck traffic from overlapping operations before excavation be-
gins at 2882. They consider that by mining in that same area,
fewer trucks will be traveling from Eastern Shore sand and gravel
operations.

To manage and control dust and dirt on the roadway, they will
use a water truck to keep the dust down and wash the dirt off truck
tires before they enter the road, as is their current practice. They
plan to landscape the site to screen noise caused by machinery.

Continued, page 4

Gluten-Friendly

Menu Available!

The opponents have formed an organization, hired
an attorney, opened a website (www.industrialda-

Live Music

vidsonville.com / email:  stopdavidsonvil- Fri-Sat
lemine@gmail.com), and have sent informational 8:30pm
postcards to about 2,000 residences in Davidson-
ville. Sunda y
Background Brunch
The Jones brothers—Daniel, David, and Dil- 10am to 2pm

lon—attended DACA’s November 2023 board
meeting to notify the directors of their intention to
excavate sand and gravel from their recently ac-
quired property at 2882 Patuxent River Rd., near
their Brandywine mine at 3026 Patuxent River Rd.

584 West Central Ave, Davidsonville, MD

www.KillarneyHousePub.com 410-798-8700


http://www.industrialdavidsonville.com/
http://www.industrialdavidsonville.com/
mailto:stopdavidsonvillemine@gmail.com
mailto:stopdavidsonvillemine@gmail.com
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Patuxent River Road (continued from p. 4)

The Jones brothers began working with Terrain Engineers
and Surveyors on this project many months in advance. AA
Planning and Zoning responded in September 2023 to their first
application and included the following comments:

In Plan 2040’s Rural Planned Land Use category, zoning is
primarily Rural Agriculture with Open Space on the southwest
portion. The proposal is generally consistent with the goals,
policies, and strategies of Plan2040. It is located in Plan2040’s
Region 8, where the Regional Planning process began in January
2024 and is to be completed in spring 2026. Planning and Zoning
conducted exhaustive surveys and studies regarding traffic,
school transportation, and the condition of the road and
surrounding topography.

Public Hearing

Having heard serious opposition to the proposed special ex-
ception by the neighbors and other residents of Patuxent River
Road, and pondering the issues for two months, DACA’s board
considered both the proposal presented by Brandywine Aggre-
gates and the arguments of the opposition. The board voted in Jan-
uary to express DACA’s opposition to the proposed special ex-
ception.

An Administrative Hearing to review the Special Exception
application was scheduled for February 29 at 11:30 am. Public
attendance would only be permitted via Zoom. The County re-
quired written notification of the application and the hearing to be
sent to only those residents and owners of land within 300 feet of
the property of a special exception.

Prior to the hearing, DACA’s board voted to request that the
hearing be held in-person, as were all public information meetings
before 2020. On January 12, DACA President Bruce Stein wrote
to Hearing Officer Douglas Hollmann’s office manager, Ms.
Hollie Colby, with copies sent to District 7 Council member
Shannon Leadbetter, Constituent Services Director Vincent
Moulden, District 7 Constituent Representative Courtney
Buiniskis, and to Robert Konowal of the AA Office of Planning
and Zoning. Mr. Stein argued that a virtual meeting minimizes,
limits, and dilutes the impact that the objections might have to
additional mining in the neighborhood; that a meeting held in
person would enable the Hearing Officer to better understand and

decide this complex matter. Ms. Colby replied, “We no longer
offer in person hearings.”

Mr. Hollmann also replied that DACA’s request for an in-per-
son meeting was denied. He said that even if it were held in-per-
son it would also be on the Internet. He wrote “citizens would not
be denied their rights.” “A hybrid meeting does nothing to im-
prove the flow of information needed to decide a particular case.”
“The hearing on the application by Brandywine Aggregates will
proceed as scheduled” at 11:30 am on Thursday, February 29, at
Arundel Center, 44 Calvert Street. Mr. Stein believes that this is-
sue will need to be resolved separately as it affects all zoning hear-
ings.

Thus, on February 29, 2024, the hearing was held via Zoom.
Approximately 76 people signed in via zoom and 81 “exhibits”
(letters and emails) were submitted protesting the special excep-
tion. These exhibits, along with the application and County exhib-
its, may be accessed on this web page:
https://www.aacounty.org/admin-hearings/hearing-calen-
dar/brandywine-aggregates-11c-2023-0221-s-ad-1-cd-7.

The Hearing lasted approximately five hours and 15 minutes.
There were two major categories of issues discussed:

(1) A legal issue regarding some of the Special Exception require-
ments being preempted by state law as claimed by the applicant
and opposed by DACA and others. The Hearing Officer stated
that it was in his authority to decide this issue of law.

(2) The impact of the proposed use on the surrounding communi-
ties. Virtually all of those speaking against the proposal focused
on this aspect of the Special Exception’s impact, as did the vast
majority of the exhibits submitted by those opposing the appli-
cation.

The County was represented by Mr. Konowal and opposed
granting of the Special Exception on the basis of various County
planning, policy, and land use documents. The Applicant argued
against the applicability of these documents and policies based on
their interpretation of state law and policies that support mining.

Mr. Stein, as the DACA representative, was allowed to speak
after the two attorneys. He emphasized that there were two sepa-
rate bases of opposition to the special exception—legal and com-
munity impact—and he referred the Hearing Officer to DACA’s
six-page letter of opposition (exhibit 14).

Donald Shankle

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Office 410-224-2200
Mobile 410-562-1034

LIFETIME MEMBER DISTINGUISHED SALES CLUB
NEGOTIATING REAL ESTATE SALES SINCE 1981

Discover the difference experience makes!
www.thisisthewayhome.com
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The meeting ended after the Hearing Officer polled the Zoom
audience (there were still many who had not spoken) for anyone
else who desired to speak, and having no replies, closed the hear-
ing. A decision is required 30 days after the hearing. DACA ex-
pects that, regardless of the decision, it will be appealed to the
County Board of Appeals.

Decision

Hearing Officer Hollmann’s decision was announced on
March 14. Excerpts from that decision are below.

“The applicant contended at the hearing that it met all the spe-
cific requirements for a special exception pursuant to § 18-11-
113. Assuming that the applicant has done so, the applicant must
also satisfy the general requirements found in § 18-16-304. This
process has been likened to a steeplechase in which the applicant’s
mount must clear every barrier, which are the individual require-
ments in this case. I find that there is no reason to examine each
specific element of § 18-11-113 because, even if the applicant has
met all the requirements of § 18-11-113, it falls at the last bar-
rier—§ 18-16-304 - the general requirements that all special ex-
ceptions must meet. As in a horse race, DNFI!l means the applica-
tion must be denied.

“Subsection (1) The use will not be detrimental to the public
health, safety, and welfare. The applicant cannot meet this re-
quirement because its operation within the property as well as the
ancillary truck traffic that will feed the facility are each detri-
mental to the public, health, safety, and welfare of the surrounding
community.

WE DELIVER,
INSTALL, AND REPAIR!

It's as easy as A.B.C...
Always everyday low prices

BCSt personal service

Commitment to quality service

KitchenAid' MAYIAG Whilpool A M AN A

10% OFF LABOR ON REPAIRS

(Must be received at time of service. Cannot be used with any other discounts)

6 Mayo Road - 410-956-2020 - www.abcappl.com

“There was testimony from neighbors* that they could hear the
operation inside the applicant's existing mining operation down
the road from the site of the proposed new mine.”

The decision’s footnote 4 reads, “27 separate witnesses and
organizations, including the Patuxent Riverkeeper and the Da-
vidsonville Civic Association representing 300 property owners
in the area, in addition to many people who could not attend the
hearing but submitted their objection, filed 82 separate written ob-
jections to granting the special exception. Not one person, other
than the applicant’s witnesses, testified in favor of allowing the
requested special exception to mine the applicant’s property.
Neighbors don’t necessarily determine whether special excep-
tions are granted or denied but it is clear that the landowners and
residents from north of Route 50 to far down Patuxent River Road
are steadfast against having another sand and gravel mine on
Patuxent River Road.”

“Subsection (2) The location, nature, and height of each
building, wall, and fence, the nature and extent of landscaping on
the site, and the location, size, nature, and intensity of each
Phase of the use and its access roads will be compatible with the
appropriate and orderly development of the district in which it
is located;

“The neighborhood is rural and surrounded by parks, rivers,
and woodland. Allowing a sand and gravel mine on the appli-
cant’s property would be incompatible with the development of
the surrounding district.

Continued, page 6
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“No neighbor shall go without needed healthcare”

PRIMARY CARE & BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Services for all ages

Two convenient locations!
134 Owensville Road, West River, MD 20778
6131 Shady Side Road, Shady Side, MD 20764

Accepting MOST insurances
No insurance? We can Help!
Translation Services Available Onsite
Call for an appointment

Medical Behavioral Health
Phone: (410) 867-4700 Phone: (443) 607-1432

Visit us at baycommunityhealth.org
Follow us @BayCommunityHC

f¥

Bay Community Health is @ 501(c)3 non-profit organizaton
All donations are tax deductible

FOHC
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“Subsection (3) Operations related to the use will be no more
objectionable with regard to noise, fumes, vibration, or light to
nearby properties than operations in other uses allowed under
this article;

“It is difficult to imagine another use in an RA district that
would be more objectionable to nearby properties than the pro-
posed sand and gravel mine.>”

The decision’s footnote 5 reads, “There have been many sand
and gravel mines along the Patuxent River. This is because the
river has for eons been quietly laying down sand and gravel that
can be used in making concrete and other products. One cannot
drive to Ocean City and start loading beach sand into trucks be-
cause beach sand has been rounded off and pounded by ocean
waves into smoot particles that make concrete that fails. The fact
that as many as 30 sand and gravel mines may have been operating
along this section of the Patuxent River is not evidence that one
more should be added here. If anything, maybe the demise of sand
and gravel mines (there was testimony there might be only two
left) is because mines may have been tolerated when very few
people lived in this part of Davidsonville but there has been a
growing awareness, partly as a result of testimony and lobbying
by the Patuxent Riverkeeper, that rural areas along the Patuxent
River should stay rural.”

“Subsection (4) The use at the location proposed will not have
any adverse effects above and beyond those inherently associated
with the use irrespective of its location within the zoning district;

Happily Ever
After Starts Here
¢
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r

Get Pre-qualified

3
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ArundelFederal.com | 410.768.7800 Member
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WASHING
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Dignity

JESSICA ADAMS

Prearrangement Specialist

O 410-956-3060 | C 410-858-3653 | F 410-798-1028
Jessica.Adams@dignitymemorial.com

LAKEMONT MEMORIAL GARDENS
900 W. Central Ave | Davidsonville, 21035
www.DignityMemorial.com

COMPOST
$25 per cubic yard loaded

General Use
Bulk compost

Composted horse manure,
sawdust, and hay

Quantity discount and
delivery options available

Obligation Farm

Harwood

410-353-6208
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“As stated above, it does not seem possible that the proposed
sand and gravel mine, in this part of Davidsonville on Patuxent
River Road, is not more averse to the surrounding neighborhood
than it would be in any other RA zoned district.

“Subsection (7) The proposed use is consistent with the
County General Development Plan,

“The application does not meet the requirements of this sub-
section. The sand and gravel mine would not contribute to ‘the
preservation of agricultural lands and woodlands’ in South
County. The subject property and surrounding area has been des-
ignated a ‘Priority Preservation Area’ by Plan 2040.”

Mr. Hollman found that the requirements of Subsections (5),
(6), (8), (9), and (11) were met by the applicant’s proposal. Sub-
section (10) was not applicable.

“In conclusion, the applicant has not satisfied the requirements
of § 18-16-304. Mr. Konowal’s report is adopted herein in full. It
would be idle repetition to recite Mr. Konowal’s report in detail
which more than enough supports denial of the requested special
exception.”

ORDER

“PURSUANT to the application Brandywine Aggregates,
Inc., petitioning for a special exception to allow a clay and borrow
pit and sand and gravel operation in a RA - Rural Agricultural
District on property with a street address of 2882 Patuxent River
Road, Davidsonville, MD 21035; and

“PURSUANT to the notice, posting of the property, and public
hearing and in accordance with the provisions of law, it is this
14th day of March, 2024; and

“ORDERED, by the Administrative Hearing Officer of Anne
Arundel County, that the applicant is hereby denied a special ex-
ception to allow a clay and borrow pit and sand and gravel opera-
tion in a RA - Rural Agricultural District on property located at
2882 Patuxent River Road, Davidsonville, MD 21035.”

Douglas Clark Hollmann
Administrative Hearing Officer

The ball is now in Brandywine Aggregates’ court. They have
30 days to appeal to the Board of Appeals.

Ray Alcorn

Go Fund Me

Prior to preparing testimony at the hearing, DACA’s board of
directors met with parties on both sides of the debate and deliber-
ated and researched the issue for several months. In addition to
research, letter writing, and testimony by DACA board members,
Patrick Maslar of Davidsonville organized a grassroots effort
among residents of Patuxent River Road, publicizing the issue
with postcard mailings and a website, and engaged an attorney to
advise on the process and an expert witness to testify, among other
things to aid in the cause, which has cost him many thousands of
dollars. DACA asks its members and other interested folks to do-
nate to the Go Fund Me fundraiser to help defray these costs.

Here is the link: https://gofund.me/7178bf0a

DACA board members Gail Enright, Bruce Stein, Grayson Morgan,
Jeff Bishop, and Meredith McQ.-Greason collaborated on this article

'/, Off Vaccines

(Rabies, Distemper-Parvo, FVRCP) FOR NEW CLIENTS ONLY
Must be combined with a paid exam

ey ThAT THING GET
“ANIMAL PLANET ?

Family Veterinary Clinic * 1413 Defense Hwy., Gambrills, MD 21054
www.FamilyVeterinaryClinic.com « 410-721-4545

MHIC #49798

“Quality At An Affordable Price”

’érACORN RENOVATIONS

* Roofing

* Painting

* Bathrooms

* General Remodeling

410-956-0852

acornreno(@gmail.com

240-398-6505
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Applications for the
2024-2025 DACA Scholarship

he Davidsonville Area Civic Association’s Gail Enright

Educational Scholarship helps DACA members and their
dependent children pursue educational training, be it
academic, technical, agricultural, or professional. The
scholarship is available to high school seniors and graduates of
any age.

Applications for 2024-2025 academic year
due no later than June 15, 2024, 11:59 pm

Learn about the scholarship and access the application
by visiting www.davidsonvillemaryland.org/scholarship.

The DACA scholarship was established in 2017 through
a donation by Davidsonville residents Tom and Kris
Angelis. The fund’s growth depends on the generosity of
our community. Help us grow the scholarship fund by
making a check in any amount payable to DACA and write
“scholarship” in the memo space. Or donate online via the
Scholarship button on our “Dues, Donations, Payments”
page.

The Davidsonville Area Civic Association (DACA) is a
tax-exempt 501(c)4 organization recognized by the U.S.
Internal Revenue Services. Donations to DACA are not tax-
deductible for the donor.

BAY BREEZE
HEATING AND
COOLING, INC.

Contracts Available Free estimates
Service all brands e Financing (with approval)
Indoor Air Quality e Lifetime Warranties

Residential Replacements ¢ Rebates Available
www.baybreezehvac.com
1-888-300-3690

CHOISSER

( AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES )
Specializing in Comenience®

Call us ar 410-267-4251 or visit us online at

f@)o www.choisserautorepair.com es

Your hometown mechanic located next to the BP Gas
Starion at Riva Foad and Central Avenue

551A W, Central Avenue, Davidsonville, MD 21035

Since 2006, Rob Choisser
and his team of
experienced ASE Certified
technicians have kept
Davidsonville residents on
the ROAD OF LIFE

We work hard to eliminate CAR-PAIN
Stop in today for your FREE
ENDURING CONFIDENCE:
Evaluation of your car!

Same Day Appointments Available

Davidsonville

Dance
Club

Dancing our community

since 1983

Ballroom, Country, Swing & more

*Singles & Couples
(no partner needed)

*Weekly Classes & Dance Socials
JEIANGE

www.DavidsonvilleDanceClub.org
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DACA’s Scholarship Fund Invites Your Support

¢ ¢ J /you have the money and deserving applicants, do

not hold back.” That is what our founding donors,
Tom and Kris Angelis, advised when they established
DACA’s scholarship program. Their intention was to pro-
vide seed money that would motivate Davidsonville resi-
dents to contribute regularly and make the fund grow. The
scholarship fund is supported entirely by voluntary con-
tributions from generous donors who made all its grants
possible. Now is the time for past, present, and future do-
nors to stand forward and show their continuing support
for this worthy endeavor.

Last year was DACA’s most successful for awards to
students, with three well-qualified recipients who were
granted scholarships of $1,000 each, which used nearly
all the funds in the account. Since it was initiated in Au-
gust 2017, the fund has received $8,385 in gifts from
members and nonmember donors, and DACA has distrib-
uted awards ranging from $100 to $1,000, totaling $7,520.
At present our scholarship account has just over $1,400.
It needs an infusion of contributions if DACA is to con-
tinue awarding scholarships for the 2024-2025 school
year.

Please be a scholarship Angel, one of this group of
generous supporters of DACA’s privately funded schol-
arship program. It will help others and it will make you
feel good.

Past student grantees have expressed their gratitude
with thank you notes and by performing well at their
schools with high grades. Under

Scholarship Angels

Tom and Kris Angelis
Bradley family
Robert and Ann Bradshaw
Scott Cannon
Kevin and Sharon Carlton
Jennifer and Robert Dorr
Gail Enright
Bert and Debby Kappel
Nick Kemp and Kay Osburnsen
Judy Kienast
Betty Knupp
Bernie and Marylu Lammers
Elizabeth and Keith Lewnes
Lynn and William Marano
Tom and Mary Evelyn Bell Mayr
Meredith McQuoid-Greason
Cyndi and Grayson Morgan
George Picot and Jean Rock
Teresa and Hassan Sadeghin
Dr. Carol Samango-Sprouse
Brian and Melissa Stanton
Bruce Stein
Steve and Debbie Williams
Marilyn Williamson

The Davidsonville Area Civic Association (DACA) is a tax-
exempt 501(c)4 organization recognized by the U.S. Internal
Revenue Services. Donations to DACA are not tax-deductible.

DACA'’s scholarship requirements and
qualifications, they are eligible to
reapply for a second year, but without

~ Davidsonville Resident for over 20 Years ~

Give Me a Call to Experience Why There Is “NO PAIN” When You Buy & Sell with Wayne!!!
Helping First Time Homebuyers, Military, Downsizing & Upgrading Families Everyday

more gifts coming in, we will not be
able to help many new applicants who
qualify.

Please help us grow the scholarship
fund by mailing a check in any amount
payable to DACA and write
“scholarship” in the memo space. Or
donate online via the scholarship
button on our “Dues, Donations,
Payments” page.
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Green Expo 2024 Tree Seedlings Giveaway! ~ 400 Seedlings in 4 Varieties to Choose From

Generously sponsored this year by Dignity Memorial / Lakemont Memorial Gardens (see their ad on page 6!)
The cost of trees increased substantially, and DACA is immensely grateful to Dignity

Redbud Cercis canadensis Red Osier Dogwood Cornus stolonifera

A small tree, 25-20 feet tall. Noted for its pink About 12-24 inches high at 1 year and 10-20 feet tall at
blossoms. This tree is valued for its wildlife food and maturity, this Shrubby tree has brlght red stems and
cover. Maryland native and pollinator friendly. twigs when young. Commonly found on moister soils, it

is planted for watershed protection and wildlife cover.

Witch-Hazel
Hamamelis
virginiana

About 8-16 inches
high at 1 year, this
shrubby tree grows
up to 30 feet tall and
flowers in fall.
(Some varieties

. . bloom in spring.) It
Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida provides food and

A small tree growing up to 30—40 feet tall with white cover for birds and
blooms in spring. It provides food and cover for birds other and wildlife.
and other wildlife.

‘SMITH g NFM Lending
Q@ %PAN’

Commercial / Residential / Industrial La nce Edwa rds \" : . chris GriZZ@"
President Branch Manager/ Loan Originator

NMLS # 476320

cgrizzell@nfmlending.com
www.nfmlending.com/carizzell

Davidsonville MD 21035

(€] 443-889-6888
o AA Co 410.959.9299 / Fax 410.956.9039 gl psipesl Sl R BT T

e lance@lancelock.com Annapolis, MD 21401
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March Schools Report

Reported by Grayson Morgan

eacher of the Year semifinalists will be among 69

Anne Arundel County teachers to be honored at the
38th Annual Excellence in Education Awards Event on
Friday, May 3, 2024, at The Hall @ Live! Arundel Mills.
The AACPS Teacher of the Year will go on to represent
the school system in the Maryland Teacher of the Year
competition.

The following Teacher of the Year nominees
supporting Davidsonville students will also be honored at
the event:

Shannon Riley, South River High School
Tara Stapler, Central Middle School
More info at https://aacpsschools.org/pressr/?p=8783

Current Vacancies Status (as of March 13)
- 0 bus driver vacancies (0 last month) with 43 in
training
- 108 teacher vacancies (113 last month)
- 43 crossing guards
- 87 food service vacancies (92 last month)
- 20 custodial staff vacancies (28 last month)

FOuUR LEGS

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Yourp_, 4

e+
"~ Healthy
infernal wmedicine
SWg-arg
healtircare

itcling all erpies
4

vw.fourlegs.net

410-798-5222

ve., Davidsonville, MD 2103"

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mark Bedell announced
a series of community conversations during which
attendees will receive updated information on the
performance of Anne Arundel County Public Schools and
have the opportunity to speak with key school system
leaders. The event at South River High School is
scheduled for Wednesday, April 24, at 6 p.m. The one-
hour event will begin with remarks from Dr. Bedell and
culminate with time for attendees to speak with members
of Dr. Bedell’s Cabinet about topics of interest to them.
Attendees who do not have a chance to have their
questions answered at events will be provided with an
avenue to record them and receive an email response.

Four students earned honors for Excellence in Gifted
and Talented Education (EGATE) from the Maryland
State Gifted and Talented Advisory Council. Individual
honorees were chosen for their outstanding achievement
and significant contributions to the school or larger
community within the area of Gifted and Talented
education. Local student Charlotte Benson, Grade 6,
Central Middle School, was honored by the Council.

The Frame Shoppe

Custom Framing

2460 Riva Road
Annapolis, MD 21401

Gary Palmer, Jr. Linda Lawrence
410-721-9479 410-573-0434

www.The FrameShoppelnc.com

Delivery and installation
services available

Hours
Monday 10:00~5:00
Tuesday 10:00~7:00
Wednesday 10:00~5:00
Thursday 10:00~7:00
Friday 10:00~5:00
Saturday 10:00~5:00
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Local Farm and Agriculture Issues
Reported by Margie Chase

The deadline passed for submitting bids to operate the
Lothian Grain elevator with no bids received. I understand
that the County has extended the deadline, and they are still
looking for interested parties.

Local farmers say we’re still getting way too much rain.

The Anne Arundel County Farm Bureau Young Farmers
are planning for their farm equipment auction on March 23
at 8:00 am—see infographic at right.

For info on Maryland agricultural issues and 2024
legislation important to farmers, see their weekly Hotline
newsletter at https://mdfarmbureau.com/communications/
and newsroom at https://mdfarmbureau.com/newsroom/.

Editor’s note: And the good news... one day closer to
strawberries!

All Hallows Parish Outreach

he small but mighty Episcopal congregation, with their

Chapel in the center of Davidsonville and their Brick
Church and Parish House on Route 2 at Brick Church Road,
manages a monthly food pantry distribution with repurposable
item offerings and hosts a weekly quilting and knitting ministry.
At their February food pantry distribution, they served 38
families totaling 156 people, 62 of whom were under 18 years
old. Redeemer Quilters and Yarn Ministry meets Friday
mornings, 9:30 to noon, at the Parish House at 3600 Solomons
Island Road. Throughout the year they create adult, youth,
baby, and newborn hats, scarves, and mittens, and baby and lap
quilts and blankets full of warmth and love for distribution next
winter; and they also have walker pockets for anyone who uses
a walker. Contact Jane Thigpen (alfred.thigpen@gmail.com)
for information on registering or volunteering for the food
pantry and/or Linda Johnson (lindaj5575@gmail.com) for
information on Redeemer Quilters. They always welcome your
help, prayers, and suggestions.

Anne Arundel County Young Farmers

saturday Annenmnd:lcuunw‘“

Auction Locatigp.

March 23, 2024/ 241 Farmp,,

Expected Consignments
May Include:
Farm Tractors

Equipment
Attacl'lments Consignments NOT accepted may include: Used
fumiture, appliances, propane tanks, hazardous

Tools materials, tires, etc. NO JUNK. Farm-related vehicles &

trailers must have a good MD Title (title must be in the
Lawn/Garden Items name of consignor with NO liens). Auction staff

Garagel SHOP Items  reserves right to refuse any item.

Consignments accepted on site:
SAT March 16t - 10 am to 4 pm
WED & THURS March 20" & 21" - 3 pm to 7 pm
FRIMarch 22**- 9 am to 2 pm

For more information: Call 240-486-6592

TERMS: Cash, Good Checks (with appropriate ID) &
Credit Cards Accepted. (Additional 3.5% fee for credit
card payments). Ten percent buyer's premium on all ‘A Southern Maryland
items up to a maximum of $300 per item. MD Sales Community Auction

Tax where applicable. ? Even
NOTE: All purchased items are to be removed from

the auction site day of auction (unless prior

arrangements are made with one of the Arundel 7M "

County Young Farmers Auction Committee members).
AUCTION SERVICE

Proceeds support the Anne Arundel County Young Farmers Agricultural Scholarships and
Educational opportunities.
@ur'kFarms,
O i K ted

Newborn baby hats made
by All Hallows Yarn Minis-
try participants for donation
to Anne Arundel Medical
Center.

WELCOME
Dr. Jamie Wooddell

Now Scheduling New Patients
Ages 14and Up

Call 410-956-5555 or visit wpdentalgroup.com



https://mdfarmbureau.com/communications/
https://mdfarmbureau.com/newsroom/
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Arundel Rivers Federation

ARUNDEL RIVERS ON

Saturday, May 11, 2024
6:00pMEIOOPIM

rundel Rivers on the Half Shell returns on May 11.

Tickets are on sale NOW! Just like last year, this
year’s event is expected to sell out, so don’t wait to secure
your tickets for a fun night full of food, drinks, auctions,
and (of course) oysters! To get your tickets, visit
https://arundelrivers.org/

River Report Cards

his spring, Arundel Rivers will host two River Report

Card events. These events are your chance to hear from
the South, West, and Rhode Riverkeeper and learn more
about the health of our rivers. Each year between April and
October, the Arundel Rivers monitoring team collects tidal
samples on a variety of different water quality data points.
The data are then analyzed, allowing the Riverkeeper to
assign a health grade and report card to each river. These
events are FREE to the public with no preregistration
required!

South River Report Card: April 18, 5:30 pm, Quiet Waters
Park, Blue Heron Center, 600 Quiet Waters Park Road,
Annapolis.

West and Rhode River Report Card: April 25, 5:30 pm,
Galesville Memorial Hall, 952 Main Street, Galesville.

Doors open at 5:30 pm for a reception with beer, wine,
and light refreshments followed by a presentation from the
South, West, and Rhode Riverkeeper Elle Bassett. Space for
the events is limited—arrival at 5:30 is recommended.

rundel Rivers Federation and the Anne Arundel County
Watershed Stewards Academy (WSA) are excited to
announce Bay Loving Landscapes, a collaborative program
to help communities and homeowners in the South, West,
and Rhode watersheds make their lawns more river-friendly.

Through the Bay Loving Landscapes program, Water-
shed Stewards from WSA will use their expertise to offer
suggested site plans to homeowners and communities seek-
ing to plant natives, support pollinators and birds, or convert
their lawn to native meadow. Arundel Rivers Federation will
then make it happen, guiding homeowners in implementing
the suggestions from the Stewards. Thanks to generous fund-
ing from the Schumann Foundation, Arundel Rivers will be
able to purchase up to $500 worth of plant material for pro-
gram participants.

Lawns are ingrained in our culture; for many of us, a
weekly mow is not just a chore but a habit. We know that
this is a major drain on our personal time and resources.
Between 1-inch grass, mower gas, and excessive fertilizer,
lawns contribute far more to our environmental challenges
than they do to our environment.

If you’re ready to rethink your lawn or your community
green space and choose habitat over habit, contact
mairin@arundelrivers.org to arrange a site visit. Arundel
Rivers and Watershed Stewards Academy will help you
strike the right balance of a Bay-loving, pollinator-friendly
yard that still fits your lifestyle.

B

» W

he Federation announced in February the launch of un-

derwater grass restoration in the South, West, and
Rhode River watersheds! Through grant funding from the
Chesapeake Bay Trust, Arundel Rivers will construct and
operate a submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) turbulator—
a jacuzzi-sized machine that separates seeds from underwa-
ter grasses to then be planted and support restoration efforts
in local watersheds and beyond. More info is here, https://ar-
undelrivers.org/arundel-rivers-launches-underwater-grass-
restoration-program/.


https://arundelrivers.org/
mailto:mairin@arundelrivers.org
https://arundelrivers.org/arundel-rivers-launches-underwater-grass-restoration-program/
https://arundelrivers.org/arundel-rivers-launches-underwater-grass-restoration-program/
https://arundelrivers.org/arundel-rivers-launches-underwater-grass-restoration-program/
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Remember the Snakehead Fish in Crofton?

nakeheads are likely to get a new name courtesy of the

Maryland legislature: the Chesapeake Channa. Senate Bill

207, as originally introduced on January 10, proposed the
name “Patuxent Fish,” which did not sit well with Patuxent
Riverkeeper Fred Tutman. He circulated an online petition
suggesting the name Channa instead.

Tutman wrote, “The Northern Snakehead, which is native to
easternmost Asia was first found in a Crofton, MD, pond more
than 20 years ago and somehow made its way into the nearby
Little Patuxent River after a flood. Since then it has spread
causing ecological damage and found its way into other rivers
in the region.”

“But WHY is there need to name the invasive Northern
Snakehad as the “Patuxent Fish”??

“So it’s more appealing to consumers.

“But we’re sure there are other names that will achieve
putting money in these people’s pockets: So please... Take 2
minutes to this ONLINE petition to find a new name for this
fish that doesn’t tie it to our beloved river.”

His petition read as follows:

“Dear Legislator,

“As a Maryland citizen, resident or recreational user of the
Patuxent watershed, I am deeply concerned about an initiative
to rename the invasive Northern Snakehead as the “Patuxent
Fish.” The Northern Snakehead, which is native to easternmost
Asia, including Russia, North and South Korea, and China, is
an invasive nuisance species that threatens the ecological health
and balance of several Maryland rivers.

“The species we have in the Bay is Channa argus—but
formally linking the name and reputation of Snakehead to a
particular river—potentially stigmatizes that waterway and
presents a confusing scenario where the public could assume
there is something onerous or unsavory about the river overall,
as well as the other marine life that live in it. If the aim is to
widen public awareness of the invasive species as a gamefish
or edible delicacy, then there are any number of other enticing
names that might be applied for marketing and public education
purposes. Perhaps Channa Fish?

“At any rate, please take to heart my concern that sources
from my love and appreciation of Maryland’s Patuxent River
for its various contributions to Natural and American history,
tourism, science, its fisheries, as well as its deep significance to
Maryland life and culture. Please abandon the idea of naming
this invasive fish the “Patuxent fish”.

“%%Your Signature%%"”

Delegate Todd Morgan (R—Calvert & St. Mary’s) is chief
sponsor of HB19, which also seeks to change the name to
something more enticing to diners. After deliberating, the
proposal was changed to Chesapeake Channa. “Chesapeake to
reflect the Bay, and channa to reflect its native name—
recognizing that this is an exotic fish, and we want to make it
so that people will go to a restaurant and pay good money to eat
an exotic fish,” Morgan told the House Environment and

Transportation Committee on January 31. On Thursday,
February 15, both versions of the bill passed overwhelmingly
in their chambers. Each must now be approved by the other
chamber before going to the Governor to be signed into law.

The following information is from the U.S. Geologic
Service’s website list of Nonindigenous Aquatic Species
(https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/factsheet.aspx?speciesid=2265
[cited sources and scientific names of other species have been
omitted for brevity; to see sources, go to the website].)

“Ecology: Channa argus is an obligate air-breather, capable
of survival in poorly oxygenated waters. Although this species
prefers to live in stagnant shallow (<2 m) ponds or swamps with
mud substrate or aquatic vegetation and slow muddy streams, it
also occurs in canals, reservoirs, lakes, and rivers... It can adapt
to a wide range of aquatic environments, as evidenced by the
spread of reproducing, introduced populations throughout Asia
and Japan... Reduced metabolism and oxygen demand at low
temperatures allows this species to survive extended periods of
ice cover.

“In its native range, reproductive maturity is typically
reached when fish are 2—-3 years old but may occur only after
one year of growth in some introduced populations... Adult fe-
males build circular floating nests from clipped aquatic plants
and release their pelagic, nonadhesive, buoyant eggs on top.
Each spawn can consist of 1300-1500 bright orange—yellow
eggs (about 1.8 mm diameter), with up to five spawns occurring
within a year... Both parents guard the nest of eggs from pre-
dation and continue to guard the hatched fry for several addi-
tional weeks.

“As an adult, the northern snakehead is a voracious feeder,
and its diet may include fish up to 33 percent of its body length.
Adult prey items include loach, bream, carp, perch, zander,
grass carp, various catfishes, crayfish, dragonfly larvae, beetles,
and frogs.

“Although the northern snakehead can survive up to four
days out of the water, overland migration is only possible for
juveniles. The rounded body of the adult northern snakehead is
not as conducive to overland migration as observed in more
horizontally flattened snakehead species.

“Specific impacts are unknown surrounding the Potomac
population. These predatory fishes may compete with native
species for food and habitat. Juveniles eat zooplankton, insect
larvae, small crustaceans, and the fry of other fish. Adult snake-
heads feed almost exclusively on other fishes (>97% of diet),
with the remainder of their diet composed of crustaceans, frogs,
small reptiles, and sometimes small birds and mammals. Adult
snakeheads show significant diet overlap with largemouth bass.

“Remarks: There is no evidence that juveniles or adult
snakeheads escaped from the Crofton ponds. The northern
snakehead has a wider latitudinal range and temperature
tolerance than other snakehead species. It also seems to be
adaptable to a wide range of aquatic environments, as
evidenced by the spread of reproducing, introduced populations
in Asia and Japan.”


https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/factsheet.aspx?speciesid=2265)
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Contact Information for Our Government Officials
State District 33

Sen. Dawn Gile 410.841.3606 dawn.gile@senate.state.md.us
dawn.qgile@senate.state.md.us
Del. Andrew Pruski 33A  410.841.3510 andrew.pruski@house.state.md.us
Del. Stuart Schmidt 33B  410.841.3110 stuart.schmidt@house.state.md.us

Del. Heather Bagnall 33C 410.841.3406 heather.bagnall@house.state.md.us

Anne Arundel County

County Executive Steuart Pittman 410.222.1821  expitt99@aacounty.org
Council District 7 Shannon Leadbetter 410.222.2417 sleadbetter@aacounty.org
Community Engagement and Constituent Services Director Vincent Moulden
410.222.1260 exmoulO00@aacounty.org
Community Engagemt Ofcr Dist 7 Courtney Buiniskis exbuin22@aacounty.org
Clerk of the Circuit Court Scott Poyer 410.222.1397
aaclerkadmin@mdcourts.gov
AA County Board of Education members

Gloria Dent, Council District 1

Robert Silkworth, Council District 2

Corine Frank, Council District 3

Melissa Ellis, Council District 4

Dana Schallheim, Council District 5

Joanna Bache Tobin, Council District 6
Michelle Corkadel, Council District 7

Eric Lin, student member until June 30, 2024
Superintendent Dr. Mark Bedell
boardoffice@aacps.org

gdent@aacps.org
rsilkworth@aacps.org
clfrank@aacps.org
mkellis@aacps.org
dschallheim@aacps.org
jtobin@aacps.org
mcorkadel@aacps.org
elin@aacps.org
superintendent@aacps.org
mbedell@aacps.org

The Auxiliary of Anne Arundel Medical Center, 2001 Medical Parkway,
Annapolis, needs volunteers ages 18 and older, daytime and evening hours, weekdays
and weekends. Positions include opportunities in patient interaction, customer
service, and retail assistance. The auxiliary has been serving the hospital since 1944.
Volunteers are an integral part of AAMC’s mission of providing patient-centered,
high-quality health care services. Please call the auxiliary office 443-481-5050 to
volunteer or to request more information.

Sports Bar & Grill
Corner of West Street and Route 2
Open 7 Days from 11am - 2am

Late Night Kitchen Mon-Thur until Midnight and Fri-Sun until 1am
e ANNapolis Viewing HQ

Please join us, Steve Leonard, Greg & Matt Walling and the staff at WEST END!

STROLL DAVIDSONVILLE

troll Davidsonville is dedicated to

residents of our fair community
and features families and individuals
who make Davidsonville the place we
love. It also features an occasional
piece of local history or nostalgic
interest.

If you are a Davidsonville resident
not currently receiving the magazine
and would like to see it, contact
Stroll’s  publisher, David Grabau,
david.grabau@n2pub.com, who will
email you a free PDF.

DACA’s current membership
is 264 ~
We are small but mighty!

N ew to Davidsonville? Or still
need to renew  your
membership for 2024? Pay dues of
$20 per person and your voice will
be amplified by this respected civic
association in  meetings and
discussions with representatives of
our county and state government.
DACA exists to assist by speaking
with you and for you. Members and
guests are welcome to attend our
monthly board meetings. Let your
voice be heard!
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mailto:sleadbetter@aacounty.org
mailto:exmoul00@aacounty.org
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Anne Arundel County Farmers’ Market
275 Truman Parkway at Riva Road, Annapolis
Saturdays (currently closed; opens April 6, 7 am-noon)
Sundays 9:00 am-12:00 pm year round
Wednesdays (currently closed; opens May 1)

DACA OFFICERS

Term until June 2024

President Bruce Stein 443.254.2259
bsteinesq@yahoo.com

Vice President  H. Edward Woods 410.798.0764
pgchiefl81@gmail.com
Communications Secretary Gail Enright

info@daca-md.org 410.533.4766

Treasurer Brian Stanton 410.608.3462

brian_stanton63@yahoo.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Term to June 2024
Jessica Adams gomps75@gmail.com 410.858.3653
Andrew Healy andrewjchealy@gmail.com  703.307.5320
Lynn Marano  billandlynnmarano@verizon.net 410.798.6670
Frank Purdy franklisapurdy@comcast.net  240.305.2478

Term to June 2025
Margie Chase chasemr@yahoo.com 443.883.6425
Meredith McQ.Greason mrmcquoid@gmail.com 410.533.9923
Grayson Morgan  gbmorgan@hotmail.com  240.393.7470
John Pereira jennyjohn8484@gmail.com

Term to June 2026
Jeff Bishop jbgansettl@aol.com 410.808.5597
Kate Fox fox4smith@verizon.net 410.956.4852
Wayne Reid wayne.reid@c21lnm.com 410.798.9490
John Zajic jmzdaca@gmail.com 410.212.5410
"Villa.
Tewsletter of the Davidsomville Area gcwm}\ssmm

P.O. Box 222, Davidsonville, Maryland 21035
www.daca-md.org

Bruce Stein, President 410.956.3759
Meredith McQuoid-Greason, Editor 410.533.2293
Gail Enright, Editor emerita 410.533.4766

info@daca-md.org and on Facebook

The Villager will be published at least four times per year. We

invite your written and signed contributions of letters, articles, and
community notices.

I wish to join DACA and receive the VILLAGER.
is enclosed, payable to DACA for membership for
to DACA to help with the expenses incurred in maintaining the quality of

My check for $

ALSO enclosed is my contribution of $

JOINDACA

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20.00 PER PERSON PER YEAR

person(s) for year(s).

life that brought us to the Davidsonville area and for guiding the growth and development of our community.

ALSO enclosed is my contribution of $

for the Scholarship Fund.

Mail form and check to DACA, P.O. BOX 222, Davidsonville, MD 21035 -OR- pay via PayPal on DACA’s website.

Name(s)

Email

Address

Telephone(s)

Today’s date

Your comments, your interest?
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