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THE ORIGIN
STORY

It was the late 1990s at a karaoke party at Cleveland Chiropractic
College when Dr. Charles Hensley found himself at a crossroads.
Amid the chaos and laughter, he began to reevaluate everything

about his academic career.

(@ A pivotal moment of reflection >
(@ Questioning the academic path >
(@ The courage to leave it all behind >
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THE PARTNERSHIP
THAT CHANGED EVERY THING

After leaving academia, Dr. Charles B. Hensley made a
pivotal decision that would change the course of his
career. He joined forces with Rob Davidson, a former
student who shared his vision for innovation in
healthcare. Together, they embarked on an ambitious
venture to launch a biotech company, combining
Hensley's scientific expertise with Davidson's
entrepreneurial drive to tackle the common cold.
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‘ Investor Skepticism

Convincing investors to back an unproven
biotech venture proved enormously
difficult. Many dismissed the zinc-based
approach as too unconventional, forcing
Hensley and Davidson to fight for every
dollar of funding.

‘ Partnership
Conflicts

Building a company from scratch meant
navigating complex interpersonal
dynamics. Disagreements over strategy,
equity, and vision tested relationships and
threatened to derail the entire venture at
critical moments.

R

OBSTACLES ON THE
PATH TO SUCCESS

‘ Cold-EEZE
Competition

The established Cold-EEZE brand
dominated the zinc cold remedy market.
Competing against a well-funded
incumbent with brand recognition required
innovative positioning and relentless
determination to carve out market share.

. Resilience Through
Adversity

Despite mounting pressures, the team
refused to abandon their vision. Each
setback became a lesson, each rejection
fueled their resolve to prove that Zicam
could revolutionize cold treatment.
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Zinc Research
Origins

Years of academic research on zinc's
antiviral properties provided the scientific
foundation for a revolutionary approach to
fighting the common cold.

Bold
Experimentation

Hensley and Davidson worked tirelessly
to perfect the formulation, conducting
extensive trials to validate zinc's
effectiveness against cold viruses.

Novel Delivery
Methods

The team embraced unconventional
methods, testing zinc delivery
mechanisms that competitors had
overlooked or dismissed as impractical.

Iterative
Development

Each setback in the lab became a
learning opportunity, driving continuous
refinement of the zinc-based formula that
would become Zicam.

THE SCIENTIFIC
BREAKTHROUGH
BEHIND ZICAM

Dr. Hensley's research revealed that zinc ions could
interfere with the replication of rhinoviruses, the
primary cause of common colds. This discovery
became the foundation for Zicam's development.

Through rigorous testing and refinement, the team
developed a delivery system that maximized zinc's
antiviral properties, creating a product that would
revolutionize cold treatment.
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Securing crucial funding
Hensley and Davidson faced countless rejections from R ECOG N I I I O N :

skeptical investors who doubted a small biotech startup
could compete with pharmaceutical giants. Their

persistence paid off when key investors finally recognized '

The triumphant product launch

Zicam's market debut exceeded all expectations. After years of research and development, Zicam finally hit the market,
Consumer demand surged as word spread about its capturing immediate attention from consumers and industry experts alike.
32?52?233}@%2? ;2?;;?52?'50"?;?23; fnoaurfet. The product's innovative approach to fighting cold symptoms through

zinc delivery earned widespread acclaim and media coverage. What
began as a risky venture transformed into a remarkable success story,
validating the team's unwavering belief in their science.

Industry acclaim and recognition

The success of Zicam brought national attention, with
media outlets highlighting the remarkable journey from
academic research to commercial breakthrough. The
product became a symbol of entrepreneurial resilience.
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CENTRAL THEMES

COLD WARS: The ZICAM Story weaves together powerful themes that resonate throughout the narrative.
From the chaos of a karaoke party to the triumph of a groundbreaking product launch, these three pillars
define the journey of innovation against all odds.

Transformation

Ambition Resilience

From academic researchers to biotech
entrepreneurs, the protagonists undergo
profound personal and professional
change, ultimately achieving notable
acclaim and recognition.

The bold decision to leave academia Facing investor skepticism, partnership
and pursue entrepreneurship drives the conflicts, and fierce competition from
story. Hensley and Davidson's vision to Cold-EEZE, the team persevered
revolutionize cold treatment fueled their through countless obstacles to bring

relentless pursuit of success. Zicam to market.
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GET YOUR COPY TODAY

A Captivating Tale of Science, Power, and Survival. Experience the remarkable journey
from a karaoke party at Cleveland Chiropractic College to the creation of a
groundbreaking cold remedy. Available now wherever books are sold.
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