
 

 

 
 

 
On behalf of USA Swimming, the Athlete’s Advisory Council, and myself, I’d like to 
congratulate Kate on being inducted to the Arlington Sports Hall of Fame.  She is one of the 
most remarkable athletes I’ve had the privilege to call my teammate and friend, and her 
swimming career is nothing short of historic.   
 
For anyone who has followed the sport of swimming, Kate’s name has become synonymous with 
excellence, perseverance, and pure determination.  From a young age, it was clear that Kate had 
something special - a drive that propelled her to train tirelessly, to push her limits, and to rewrite 
record books.   
 
What truly sets Kate apart isn’t just the titles, the records, or the accolades - although those are, 
of course, impressive.  It’s her resilience.  Her journey wasn’t always easy and she displayed 
incredible grit and independence forging her own path in this sport.  Like any elite athlete, she 
faced challenges - setbacks, injuries, and the pressure that comes with being at the top of your 
sport.  Yet, Kate never let those moments define her.  Instead, she used them to fuel her 
determination and keep chasing her goals.   
 
Kate and I were teammates as we represented USA Swimming internationally and being able to 
share that experience with her made it all the more meaningful.  We were an odd match - she, a 
distance swimmer, and myself, a sprinter - and I remember being so inspired by her dedication as 
she quite literally was still swimming miles in the pool long after I had dried out.  We had so 
much fun traveling together.  While many of our races have faded in my memories a bit, I 
remember clear as day being marginally worried that my abs would be sore during a race 
following some of our hysterical laughing fits in our hotel room.   
 
Beyond her incredible accomplishments in the pool, Kate is a role model - humble, kind, and 
always willing to share her experience and inspire the next generation of swimmers.  Her impact 
stretches far beyond the lanes, and I know many young athletes have looked up to her, not just 
for her swimming prowess but for her grace and perseverance.    
 
Kate’s passion, and her unrelenting pursuit of excellence were nothing short of inspiring.  She is 
someone who has shown us what it means to commit to a dream, and to do so with tremendous 
character and heart. Congratulations, my friend, you’ve more than earned this moment.    
- Amanda Weir 


