          Access Behavioral Associates, LLC
PATIENT PRIVACY NOTICE

THIS NOTICE DESCRIBES HOW YOUR PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION (PHI) MAY BE USED AND DISCLOSED AND HOW YOU CAN GAIN ACCESS TO THIS INFORMATION.  PLEASE REVIEW THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY.

General Information
We use and disclose PHI for a variety of reasons including as part of treatment, payment/billing, collections, the operation of the clinic, and appointment reminders.
Your healthcare information is protected by several federal laws: The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), Public Law 104-191 , the Confidentiality Law (relating to persons receiving substance abuse treatment), 42 U.S.C. 290dd-2, 42 CFR Part 2, and the HIPAA/HITECH “Mega-Rule” published by The Department of Health and Human Services on January 25, 2013.
Under these laws, Access Behavioral Associates (ABA) may not disclose any PHI to anyone without your or your legal guardian’s written consent except as permitted by law.

Federal laws permit ABH to disclose information without your written permission:

1. To report a crime committed on ABA premises or against ABA staff;

2. To a medical personnel in a medical emergency;
3. For public health activities;

4. As relating to decedents such as reporting info. to a Coroner, a Medical Examiner or an organ donation/procurement organization;
5. To appropriate authorities to report suspected abuse and/or neglect of a person of any age;
6. To avert a threat to health or safety to someone;

7. For specific government functions such as the military, correctional facilities, government benefit programs, and matters of national security;
8. As allowed by a court order.
Your Rights Under HIPAA
Under HIPAA, you have the right to request restrictions on certain uses and disclosures of your PHI. You have the right to request how and where we communicate with you for legitimate purposes such as the scheduling of appointments and for billing/invoicing purposes.  ABA will accommodate such requests that are reasonable. You have the right to inspect and receive a copy your PHI maintained by ABA, except to the extent that the information contains psychotherapy notes or information compiled for use in a civil, criminal, or administrative proceeding or in other limited circumstances.  You also have the right, with some exceptions, to amend your PHI and to request and receive an accounting of disclosures of your health related information made by ABA during the six years prior to your request. 
Requests to inspect and/or receive a copy of your PHI can be made to your treating Therapist or the ABA Privacy Officer, Karl L. Senkowski.
ABH Responsibilities Under HIPAA
ABA is required by law to maintain the privacy of your PHI and to provide you with a copy of its Privacy Notice. You will be notified of any revisions to our Privacy Notice via a posting in our office lobby.
In the event that ABA was to disclose your PHI without your permission, ABA may need to provide notification to you, to the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, and/or the media. 
Complaints/Reporting Suspected Violations

You may file a complaint with ABA and/or the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services if you believe your privacy rights have been violated under HIPAA.  
Information on filing a complaint can be found at this website: http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/hipaa/complaints/ 
Suspected violations of the Confidentiality Law may be reported to ABA and/or the United States Attorney in the district where the violation occurred. A list of U.S. Attorneys by state/district can be found at this website: http://www.justice.gov/usao/districts/ 
To file a complaint with ABA, contact Karl L. Senkowski, Privacy Officer at (734) 453-5603.  We will not take retaliatory action against you for filing a complaint.
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