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RYRIE STUDY BIBLE NOTES

38:1 Chapters 38-39 describe a future attack on Israel and God's deliverance of His people. The invading armies
come out of the uttermost parts of the north (38:15) to invade Palestine but are destroyed by supernatural
intervention (39:3). Seven months will be required to bury their corpses (39:11-15), and their weapons will
supply fuel for Israel for seven years (39:9-10). The time of the battle is unclear. Israel will be living in security,
whether real or imagined (38:11-12), which might indicate that the battle takes place before the middle of the
Tribulation, while Israel feels secure under a treaty with Antichrist. But the consummation of the battle involves
birds and beasts eating the flesh of the warriors a scene similar to the description of Armageddon at the end of the
Tribulation (39:17-20; Rev.19:17-18). Also, at the conclusion of the conflict the nations will understand the
judging hand of God, and Israel, will know that the LORD (Yahweh) is their God (Ezek 39:21-22) Perhaps the first
thrust will begin just before the middle of the Tribulation, with successive waves of the invasion continuing
throughout the last part of that period and building up to Armageddon. John envisioned a battle of Gog and
Magog at the conclusion of the millennial kingdom (Rev. 20:7-9), but this is different in time and characteristics
from the one Ezekiel describes. The common use of Gog and Magog does not equate the two battles. Here those
words refer to a definite area, but in Revelation they refer to enemies of Christ worldwide.

38:2 Gog. The derivation of the word is uncertain. It probably refers to the ruler of the people who live in Magog.
Magog was identified by Josephus as the land of the Scythians, the region N. and N.E. of the Black Sea and E. of
the Caspian Sea (now occupied by three members of the Commonwealth of Independent States: Russia, the
Ukraine, and Kazakhstan).chief. Lit., Rosh. May be an adjective meaning chief prince (as translated in the text) or

a proper noun referring to the area of modern Iran (as in the footnote). Meshech and Tubal. The area of modern
Turkey.

38:4 Though many find it hard to believe that actual horses will be used in this battle, remember that, during the
Tribulation, production and the movement of goods will be greatly restricted by the judgments of that time.

38:5-6 Other allies will include Persia (modern Iran), Cush (northern Sudan), Put (Libya), Gomer (probably the
eastern part of Turkey and the Ukraine), and Beth-togarmah (the part of Turkey near the Syrian border).

38:9 storm...cloud describe the massive strength of the invaders.

38:12 The wealth of Israel is the prize the invaders will seek, the centre of the earth. Lit., the navel of the earth
(cf. 5:5).

38:13 Sheba and Dedan. Arab peoples. Tarshish. Located in the S of Spain near Gibraltar. leaders, or young
lions. Greedy rulers.

38:17-23 God Himself will defeat the attackers by means of an earthquake (v. 19), soldiers killing each other (v.
21), and a horrible rain (v.22).

Charles C. Ryrie (1925—2016) was a writer, theologian, and for many years a professor of systematic theology at Dallas Theological Seminary. He is considered
one of the most influential American theologians of the 20th century. He was the editor of The Ryrie Study Bible by Moody Publishers, containing more than 10,000
of Ryrie's explanatory notes. First published in 1978, it has sold more than 2 million copies.



Ezekiel 38

Prophecy Against Gog

1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, set your face toward Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief
prince of Meshech[a] and Tubal, and prophesy against him 3 and say, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am
against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech[b] and Tubal. 4 And I will turn you about and put hooks into your
jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in full armor, a great
host, all of them with buckler and shield, wielding swords. 5 Persia, Cush, and Put are with them, all of them
with shield and helmet; 6 Gomer and all his hordes; Beth-togarmah from the uttermost parts of the north with
all his hordes—many peoples are with you.

7 “Be ready and keep ready, you and all your hosts that are assembled about you, and be a guard for them. 8
After many days you will be mustered. In the latter years you will go against the land that is restored from war,
the land whose people were gathered from many peoples upon the mountains of Israel, which had been a
continual waste. Its people were brought out from the peoples and now dwell securely, all of them. 9 You will
advance, coming on like a storm. You will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all your hordes, and many
peoples with you.

10 "Thus says the Lord God: On that day, thoughts will come into your mind, and you will devise an evil scheme
11 and say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled villages. I will fall upon the quiet people who dwell securely,
all of them dwelling without walls, and having no bars or gates,” 12 to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn
your hand against the waste places that are now inhabited, and the people who were gathered from the nations,
who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell at the center of the earth. 13 Sheba and Dedan and the
merchants of Tarshish and all its leaders[c] will say to you, ‘*Have you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled
your hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to seize great
spoil?’

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord God: On that day when my people
Israel are dwelling securely, will you not know it? 15 You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of
the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. 16 You will
come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land. In the latter days I will bring you against my
land, that the nations may know me, when through you, O Gog, I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.

17 “Thus says the Lord God: Are you he of whom I spoke in former days by my servants the prophets of Israel,
who in those days prophesied for years that I would bring you against them? 18 But on that day, the day that
Gog shall come against the land of Israel, declares the Lord God, my wrath will be roused in my anger. 19 For in
my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I declare, On that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel.
20 The fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the field and all creeping things that creep
on the ground, and all the people who are on the face of the earth, shall quake at my presence. And the
mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, and every wall shall tumble to the ground. 21 I will
summon a sword against Gog[d] on all my mountains, declares the Lord God. Every man's sword will be against
his brother. 22 With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and I will rain upon him and
his hordes and the many peoples who are with him torrential rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur. 23 So I will
show my greatness and my holiness and make myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then they will know
that I am the Lord.

Footnotes

Ezekiel 38:2 Or Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech
Ezekiel 38:3 Or Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech
Ezekiel 38:13 Hebrew young lions

Ezekiel 38:21 Hebrew against him
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