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 Anya Reiss’s new version of Chekhov’s “The Seagull” leans towards a more modern and urban 

setting, in contrast to its usual country location. Having the design be of an expressionist style, lets 

both the performers and audience form their own subjective opinion about the show and its charac-

ters as their emotional limts and relationships are tested. Drawing inspiration from the hard edges 

of eastern European architecture relates to the family structure and expectations brought forth by 

each character. The geometric is contrasted with a naturalistic texture and the use of wheat/grass-

es gives room to breathe and lean into the more vulnerable emotions expressed. Saturation is a main 

theme of the design, highlighting how the intensity of everyone’s emotions progress.
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