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NORTH COUNTY SENIOR
SCFTBALL LEAGUE

ROGER KELLER: COMMISSIONER

The NCSS league is a not for profit self
goverming organization providing a
physical outlet for the senior who desires
a competitive environment. We offer the
opportunity to interact with other players
in a fair and ethical manner. Our goal is to
create an atmosphere for team play, which
fosters respect for the individual and the
game

The age of our plavers begins at fifty (50).
We have approximately 55 full time athletes.
Nine inning games are played each and
every Tuesday/ Thursday morning weather
permitting. The playing rules follow the
Written rules published by the SSWC
Organization. Any exception to the rules

is developed as a means for protection of
an injury to our players and voted on by all
league members. The leagues organizational
structure consists of a commissioner, a
player representative and a manager from
each team

Senior

Softhall

by Vince Petrecevich

They core from all walks of life -
Greb glove and bat and weve to their wife

Doctors and teachers and policemen alike
Core in by car or truck or even by bike

Arrive at the field all ready to play
Ready for anything, this is their day

Getting cut on the field and going back in time
Reliving those days when they were eight or nine

Sore played pro ball way back when,

~.They still have their moves they had then

Others never played a game before
When they were young to them it was a bore

Some rant and rave at the ump's every call
They're also the guys that could empty a hall

Then there are those, the salt of the earth
You can't put a price on what they are worth

We take them in stride and put up with them all
We're in charge 'til the lord gives 'em a call

Whatever the reason, they're here for the fum
Of ruming and hitting and a day in the sun

They hit the ball as hard as thevy can
And vhen they hit a good one, man-o-mEm

They run the bases as proud as can be
Some are fast and some as slow as you and me

There are times when they don't hit real good
At least rot as good es they think they should

They forget how fast the vewrs fly by
They're fifty-five plus and living high

With the good Lord's help they'll finish the game
inless they pull & muscle and come up lame

Enjoy the game, the losing and winning
Even when you blow it in the very last irning

So, if you're feeling down and really sclem
(heer up my friend, you're not in the cbit.colurn







A BRIEF HISTORY
By Max Gritzmaker

As we celebrate the Silver Anniversary of the North County Senior Softball League I have
assembled the following pictures, newspaper clippings, accomplishments of some of its
players and other information that chronicles the history of the league. I joined the league
twenty years ago. The league was five years old at that time and had been taken over by
the Carlsbad Parks and Recreation Dept. to provide schedules and playing fields. The
league had been started in Vista five years previously. You will see a copy of the original
flyer on a following page inviting all interested parties to play softball. Iunderstand that
their first games were played on Sunday afternoons in a coed church league. A short time
after I joined the league we asked the Carlsbad Parks and Recreation Dept. to let us
administer our own league. They agreed and we proceeded to do our own scheduling. It
was and eight team league that rapidly grew to ten and eventually twelve teams. We had
teams in Carlsbad, Oceanside, Vista, San Marcos and Escondido that nvolved over160
players. Six elected commissioners ran the league. An attempt to establish parity was
difficult and right next to impossible. Players wanted to play with their friends and did not
want to change teams. One team in the league only allowed men 70 years of age or older
on their team. Consequently some teams became disgruntled at seeing 3 or 4 teams
dominate the league. The commissioners conducted an all player survey in 1992, Asa
result of the survey, it was decided to split the league into an eight team recreation league
and a four team competitive league. As Chairman of the Commussioners I tried to devise a
schedule of limited inter-league play in order to maintain social contact and the camar-
aderie we had enjoyed. That was overwhelmingly rejected. As a result we have been
separate ever since. Previous to splitting we had large Christmas parties, picnics on the
beach at Camp Pendleton, All Star games and field days competing in home run contests,
throwing and running matches. I am sorry that was lost due to a few disgruntled players.
Our Competitive League eventually resorted to one Commissioner who worked with

the four managers. I held that dubious honor three years and was succeeded by Vince
Petricevich who as vou can imagine ran a tight ship and was respected for his
contributions to the league. Vince had to return to Detroit because of the health of his
wife. I then inherited the job for one more year. In the early vears things were much
simpler. There were no worries over insurance or paying for the use of playing fields. We
have been lucky to have very competent Commissioners over the years. I have given them
space on the following page. I hope I have not left anyone out. If so I apologize. I hope
you enjoy what we have put together. While the early years are sketchy we should not
forget the contributions of men like Blackie Cahill, Bill Allen, Harvey Nelson, Jack Welsh,
Bill Hornecke and many others. A few of us remember them but most of you will not. A
special thanks to Al McGee for his printing work and Joe Raffa for his photography work.
As an observer of Senior Softball for all these years Coach John Woodens® words have

a special meaning for me.

“SPORTS DO NOT BUILD CHARACTER - THEY REVEAL IT”

1 can’t help but love you all. “You are the greatest friends one could have.”
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Competitive League
Commissioners
Past and Present

Max Gritzmaker Vince Petricevich Joe Raffa

Dick Ellison | Roger Keller

Chuck Enger and Tom Turpin also served as commissioners but
no longer play in our league. The duties of the Commissioner are
many. They include providing leadership in enforcing rules of
play, striving for team parity, providing safe playing conditions,
and balancing the budget.
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Competitve League
Hall of Famers

Brad Merrill Bob Kaump

These players have made us proud by being inducted into the Senior Softball
Slow Pitch Hall Of Fame. They have been on many Senior Softball World
Series Championship teams. They have demonstrated their excellence on the
fields of play in many parts of the USA. Collectively they have enough rings
and awards to open a jewelry store. Our congratulations go out to them.
Many players in the league also sport World Championship rings but have not
reached the level of Hall Of Famers. I feel the future will find that we will
have more players from our league in the Hall Of Fame.
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%?’ VISTA PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

NOUNCING THE‘FﬂRMATIOH
oF A .

SENIOR ClTlZEN
SLQW“ P!TCH

FOR PERSONS 55 VEARS AND OLDER

FOR -- FUN, FITNESS AND RECREATION

MODIFIED RULES: ©No sliding, No bunting, No stealing,
- — —

No collisions, Can overrun any base.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: le
724-2962, between 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
758-7570, between < p.wm. - 8 p.m. 4

Please detach form below and return

to the Vista Parks and Recreation

Dept. at City Hall, or Community Center
at 160 Recrealion Drive or the Brengle
Terrace Recreation Center by May 15, 1982,

[ am interested in playing in or assisting the Senior Citizen softball team.

4 -
# b

Name 5 v = : . Address Telephone
ol R
I prefer to play: - : coed team men's team women's team
Y —— — Fee—n
— . v & Ta =
& T will help organize!a;league__ I will be a scorekeeper
i R
[ will be an umpire s~ o !
S e

o5 C = 0T . A 3 F ;o *} f . rﬁ;"—f s »”
COPrY OF fLYLER BY L7STV JARKS . Mr s RLCHLEZ] T
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Vista Seniors drop game again,
still tied for lead with Carlsbad

EL CAJON — For the second straight time, the second of four row
the Vista Seniors slow-pitch softball team was

E
defeated Tuesday in the Sun Diego County zjsr—n “‘c_'_."‘,_:'h“ f;”.f : S 'O I tbal l titl e
softball league for men 55 and older. RS A IR Bt

Vista Seniors perfect goes to Vista
after win over El Cajon S s s

mea’s sofiball team became champion Tuesday of
The Vista Seniors ended the first  nke, Bill Aiken. Bill Manor {cc ¢ San Diego County league for men 55 and
round of the San Diego County cident 4

| el o men S doiter Lowe | \fjotg Seniors handed
Vista senior |{first defeat this season

CARLSBAD

«d

Y - - - o
softball club | gisz.s Vista seniors win_ +
serftbull ganse ¢ £ N
. L It was another one-run ballgame for Vistas 1.
. < Gan ot e BA0 weardine Kids,” who play in the San Diegol -
Timsin the sixtl Gounty softhall league for men 55 and older. -
WI nS agaln Ttk teams . ¥ista beat Pacific Beach 11-10 Tuesday at
end round ane Srengle Terrace to open up the second-round of
it the season, Vista was 50 in the Fre ronnd

LA MESA — The Vista senior men’s sofths




SENIOR.

This newsletter is dedicated to Seniors 55 o) N
years young and over. They comprise the = T

membership of a North County league of 10 softball g)
teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and

exereise,
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Monte Morales, Al bLallo,

Juent Gurman,
Henvy King, "Dec" Jansegn, Harry Ei

goar row Lefr Tty right: E1ll Degher;

d Grondon, Don Swezey, Howard harmon,
ice Batnes Bob Morzis.

vont row tefr to cight

Uweorge Shavik, Walter WykoIf, dan Giiman;

Miskev, Tom Mefarthy,

Sam Catito, Pat Bridges, dpe 3
Bun MélLane. Jack Pezzonl.

Jack Estes,



North Gounty~
SENIOR
SOFTBALL

This newsletter is dedicated to Seniors 55
years goung and over. They comprise the

teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
exercise.

Eear Row Left to Right-Al Hainke., Bud Hardin, Bill Prunty, Quent Garman
Jack P(z4rqir Jack Estes, Chuck Schmaltzer, Lorin GCoodin. J
|
i

ront Row Left to Right-Lleoyd (Mac) Mcbaniel, Bob Schellhous,
alter (Walt} Wychoff, Eldon Naffziger, Henry King, Joo Miskov.
[ AM MEMBERS NOT SHOWN IN PHOTO-Hal Calcagno, Romeo Fontana, 1 any Tylor
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SENIOR
SOFTBALL

This newsletter is dedicated to Seniors 55
years youngand over. They comprise the ~ ==
membership of a North County league of 10 softball @
teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
~ exercise. :
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,uiw Back Row - L-R: Van Staats, Dan Mclane, Art Albanese,
£ Al Lallo, bave Moomaw, Bob Slyder, Frank Stanley, Bob
Goldey, Vern Ockander, Bruce Cilbert.

o Front Row - L-R: Bob Connell, Roy Marabella, Bob
Miller, Max Gritzmaker, Russ Murica, Carl HansehN . Bill
Tincup.
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North Gounty~
SENIOR
SOFTBALL

This newsletier is dedicated to Seniors 55 =4
years young and over. They comprise the d“"

membership of a-North County league of 10 softball |5 )
teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
exercise.
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Lefi to Right Rear Row
Carl Hutzler, Paul Martin, Mike Sevcar, Bernerd 01inger, Bob Agnew

Left to Righs Front Row
John {ammarata, Card Jdevdirk, Jim Bradley, Pete Poplers, ASrian Dasiiva



North Gounty~
SENIOR
SOFTBALL

This newsletter is dedicated to Seniors 55
years goung and over. They comprise the

teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
~xereise.

s Tront Bow = I o E - lMurrsy Hose, Joe intal, Joe Weiner,
Dieck Bubendorf, Leo Cardarian,
Sepond Row — I to B, — Earold ¥Hlein, Harry Stznoff, Tet Zohen,
Jey Jewell, Jim Ryan, Arnold Hyman,
F. — Sgm Davidson, Dick Jecobsen, Igzy Hornsleth,

Tack Row - L to
Thil Zrbsen, Zd Bermingham.
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Jim Bradshaw
City of Carlsbad

NEWS RELBASE 5; g% FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(619) 434-2841

8.D.C.5.5.A.

For more than 4 vears now, gentlemen and women throughout
San Diego County have been participating in "55 and better"
softball at area parks. In the North County, Bill Allen of
Oceanside, and Bob Morris of the Carlsbad team were some of
the pioneers in organizing the original group of men to play.
The North County league now encompasses 10 teams from 5
different cities, with more than 150 participants. An
additional dozen teams play in the San Diego area and
throughout the South County.

Throughout the short history of the 5.D.C.S5.S8.A., players

have often reiterated their desires in playing the game.

Most often heard is the desires for comraderie, wholesome
workout, and the return to a form of the game that so many

of us have grown up with and enjoyed as young men. The league
continues to grow and prosper. All men and women from through-
out the area are invited to participate, to recapture the love
of this great game. For any additional information on the
5.D.C.S.S.A., please call 434-2841. Teams are always locking
for plavers!

o O LARSON BEACH & TENNIS RESORT

. SPONSOE N Eric M. Siegel
SUPER SENTORS SOFTBALL TEAK Geners! Mansger

[0E SPURd-B34F K Carbbad Boulevars  Carished, Taliornia 92000
B 1G] &4k e



Zarlsbad Inn George Slavik 753-7914

7ista Sportabout Bob Adelson 726-4462
411 About Travel Srs. Adiran DaSilva TE1~3232
Jceanside Pizza Place Bill Allen 726~-3352
Encinitas Elks Max Gritzmacker 431-0112
Bank of La Costa Srs. Syd Shipman 433-0219
Leisure Village Leo Gardarian 726-7240
Oceanside Cecasters Red Davis 439-3577
Carlsbad Jays Maynard Waxenberg 438~-5343
Super 70's Jack Estes 722-0558

Duke Snyder, Hall of Famer and ex-Dodger, likes to tell this
story, and we can’'t testify that it's true.

When the Dodgers were in Brooklyn, they had some local Cathelic
Sisters that were great Dodger fans. One in particular, her
name being Sister Mary, she was really a great fan. As the
story goes, a little while after the team left for Los Angeles,
Sister Mary died, and some of the players went to her funeral,
and on the headstone, it read:

Sister Mary

Greatest Dodger Fan

Born a virgin

Lived a virgin

Died a virgin

No hits - no runs - no errors

The North County Senior Softball is always looking for handsome
rich and professional jallplayers (don't we wish) to come and
join us in having fun «very Tuesday and Thursday morning. We
enjoy good health and ‘un. The league is always having picnics
and parties, sc get yoir glove out of storage and join us.
Above is a list of the team and team managers. Give them a cal
They will be glad to aiswer your guestions and invite you out +
play.

The original Carlsbad 3oftball Team began early in 1984. Bob
Morris, Howard Harmon, Bob Thomas, Joe Misko, George Slavik,
Walt Wyckoff, Monty Marales, Sam Caito and Harvey Eisenbrown
were some of the first team members. Later, Gene Hargett, Dan
McLane, Jack Estes, N& Janad, Jack Pezzoni and Don Sweet joine
the group. Games were nlaved at Chase field. The Carlshad
Seniors played Vista Seniors, La Mesa Seniors, El Cajon Seniors
and Pacific. Beach Seniors. Carlsbad won very few games.

Bob Morris was the manager, and Howard Harmon was the team
captain. Most of these players are still playing. The Carlsba
team is still a contender, as yvou all know.
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Under 70? Forget
about playing for

swinging

By CAROL MASCIOLA

Staff Writer

CARLSBAD — Jack Estes
eved the hot softball field
through the chainlink fence, his
white hair poking out of his
baseball hat. His maroon jersey
read 70+ ' — because that’s how
old you’re supposed to be to play
on his team.

““This team here should beat
us because they're so much
younger. Thev have some slug-
gers,”” Estes said, pointing his
finger at the opposing Bank of La
Costa team — a group of
hungry-looking 60-year-olds
warming up on the diamond.
“Just remember, this is one of
the best teams in the league.”

The juniors had a big edge.
Estes claimed, because a
player's speed dwindles and his
reflexes dull a little with each
passing year.

Good thing the sense of humor
doesn’t.

“Ha! He can't run. He's jusi
like a deadwood out there™
laughed Lorin Goodin, T0ish,
watching one of his feammates
as the game got under way. He
shook his head.

Goodin believes the middie-
aged guys should give the T0+-
ers a couple of free runs for be-
ing so old. But because nobody
can figure out how many runs is
the right number. nobedy — not
even Methuselah — getls any.

Goodin mumbled that he can't
éven gel opponents to give him
the age difference in pins when
he goes bowling.

Others in the stands added
their comments as the game
progressed: “You run like a
truck ... He's stuck to the mound
... He's a clown umpire: he
doesn’'t know the first thing
ahout nothin’ ... He'll never get
that ball. He got it! Nice going!”

Luckily, there's more than
competition to North County
Senior Softball

There's also the cold beer at
the pizza place with friends after
the Tuesday and Thursday
games, and the occasional beach
party featuring pit-barbecued
beel and coleslaw.

seniors

There's enjoying retirement —
which some say can be a strug-
gle against boredom, and reflec-
ting on past youth.

“There’s a fellowship. You
know everybody,” said Quent
Garman, a retired Navy chaplain
who has played softball for 52
consecutive yvears. “I'm 70. When
you get fo be 70, sedentary habits
move in on you. This team is kind
of a boon for our age group. Most
of em would be staying home
and watching TV. It maintains
interest and gives "em something

“You don't sit down all day
and look at TV and die within six
months after retirement,” said
Tony Tyler, 72, a retired facili-
ties engineer who used teo pitch in
semi-pro baseball.

“Many of us tried out for the
majors when we were really
good. In our younger days many
of us have been coaches, we've
organized teams, helped the
voung ones get started in sandlot
baseball. Now that we're older, if
we’re able to bend down and stop
a bhall or hit well enough to win a
few games, we're happy. We all
jove the game and maybe we're
trying to bring back our youth.
We still think we're young."”

Five years ago Estes and
seven other 55-plus men made up
the seniors’ league here, Friends
told friends and one by one, soft-
ballers put down their beer cans
and clicked off the TV. Today 140
players make up the l0-team
North County league — including
a couple of women who are
“pretty good, considering,’’ as
one of the male players put it.

It was the bottom of the sixth
and the younger blue shirts were
ahead by three runs.

William ‘"‘Bud” Hardin, out
with a hurt leg, watched from
the stands, looking like he wish-
ed he was well. Hardin, a San
Marcos resident, played on pro-
fessional baseball teams for 14
years, including half a season as
a shortstop with the Chicago
Cubs and a half-season with the
then-Triple A Padres in 1857

With the Cubs. his annual sal-
ary was $7,000.

After baseball Hardin worked
as a grip in Hollywood.

“1 worked some with Elvis. He
was great. Elvis was a really
nice person,” Hardin reminisced
as the game progressed. The sun
beat down. “Let’s see, I worked
on “CHIPS” for three years. 1
enjoyed that. There was a lot of
aetion on that show ... And with
Burt Reynolds on “The Man Who
Loved Cat Dancing® ... I liked
working with Burt. Burt was one
of the boys.”

Rich histories sparkied all
over the diamond.

Al Hainke waited for his turn
at bat, chatting about his days as
an illustrator with the Chicago
Daily News. “I started when
Capone was running arcund,”
Hainke said, flashing the press
ID he still keeps in his wallet.
““Back then the best newspa-
permen in the world didn’t go to
college and they were the worst
drunks in the world.”

Nearby, Garman bessed his
teammates like he was stii a
Navy chaplain. He served as
pastor of <Christ Lutheran

b See Softhall. Page B-4
- From Page B-1

Church in Pacific Beach for 35
vears and now travels the coun-
iry razising money to build new
Lutheran churches in the West,

Frank “*Cal” Calgano flew sor-
ties in B-24s out of Italy during
World War II. He doesn't fly
bombers anymore, but his
teammates said he still *“‘runs
like a rabbit.”’

Many of the players moved
away from old friends in other
parts of the country to retire or
fight the ailments of age in the
warmth of Southern California.

**A lot of the men have wives
who are sick or they have had
cancer themselves, but they
come right back eut here and
play,"” szid Gloria Rithaler. who
moved with her husband Ron
from the Boston area six years
ago. ““You see the scars en their
legs and wet they run around
those bases. The doctor savs it's
the best thing for them.”

Ron, who spent his Iife as gz
road musician and plaved with
Guy Lombardo. now plavs fgr
the Lz Costa Bank teamn. When
he can't make the lea
evenis, his teammates ins
Gloria come anvway.

“If it weren't for the ball team
my iife wouldn’t

said Gloria as

- nhd
1 that

be complete”

€ Zane conwe i
an end The score: B-F The e
tors: TO4+,

On to the pizza place

“They should have been alile
ta beat us. We were just loo gond
for ‘'em today.” said olayer Bob
Shelthous He smiled
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A host of individual athletes
and athletic teams from Carlsbad
and surrounding North County
have been gaining & lot of respect
in their own particular interests
iately.

i

The North County over-55
senior softball league held its
final summer championship
series to determine an overall
winner.

At Calavera Hills Community
Center, the Carlsbad Grand Deli
repeated as champions by sweep-
ing two games from La Costa
Bank, 142 and 14-3.

In front of a large crowd, Carls-
bad put together a stunning
defensive effort, keyed by short-
stop Carl Hutzler and gecond
bagger John Sarina.

Carlsbad’s defense was backed
up by timely power hitting from
Hutzler, who helped his own cause
with two home runs. Rookie Bob
Beard blasted five hits in the
doubleheader, including a home
run.

Cearlsbad pitcher Stan Katz
pitched both games. Katz had a

shutout going into the final
inning of the second game, but it
was broken up when La Costa
lashed a two-out hit.

The first senior All-Star game
will be plaved today st noon at
Calavera Hills. The Grand Deli
team will play a team composed of
the top players from the balance of
the senior league.

Also, prospective senior players
who are interested in joining the
izague in the future are invited to
the weekly workouts held each
Monday at 10 a.m. at Calavera
Hills fields. League games are
played throughout the North
County area on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings. For more
information, contact Bob Morris,
439-5414.

&)

agnd

=
=

30 Ajunan

jg B} uoayMm

Ay UMy

gy P 1584 8|

L TIWE AV d

QAL MODSRIE)
e Ao
auiaanieny (¢ eweh

SuU

LO0U 51 BLLI GLUEL)

30

IGE

pus e o pojaul sl

@y pue S01) 851 UOIS




SR

S T———

ettt —



NORTH COUNTY SENIOR SOFTBALL

MEMORANDUM sl K e o
3-30-92 Ny

TO: COMMISSTONERS AND PLAYERS OF SENIOR SOFTBALL LEAGUESr. > 7

FROM: LEAGUE COMMITTEE TO EXPLORE TEAM BALANCE
SUBJECT: RESULTS OF LEAGUE SURVEY (106 FORMS RETURHED)J;ipw'/ e

Z %

QUESTION #1: Are you satisfied with present alignment?

YES 21 NO 83 = 80% NO =
QUESTION #2: Do you approve of splitting league into —
two divisions? ?
YES 78 NO 26 = 75% YES
QUESTION #3: Would you accept assignment to a different
team?
YES 46 NO 57 = B5% NO
QUESTION #4: Do you approve of handicapping teams?
YES 41 NO 52 = 56% NHO
QUESTION #5: Should new players be assigned to weaker teams?
YES 5e NO 47 = 54% YES
QUESTION #6: Are you in favor of lowering eligibility age?
YES 1B NO 85 = 83% NO
QUESTION #7: Would you accept change of playing days?
YES b& NO 46 = 55% YES

C NS:

As you see, only guestions 1,2 and 6 received results that
prompted the committee to move forward. Particularly gquestions 1
and 2. The other guestions were inconclusive and NO ACTION is
being considered at this time. Question 6 received a definite NO.

RECOMME ICHRS:

In view of the above, the committee recommends that the league be
split into TWO divisions. A COMPETITIVE Division consisting of 4
teams (GRAND DELI,VISTA,ROSSI’S and THAT PIZZA PLACE)} and a
RECREATIONAL Division composed of the remaining & teams.

A schedule is being submitted that allows limited inter-division
play. There were concerns that a complete split of the league
would result in a2 loss of contact and camaraderie with the other
teans. The proposed schedule calls for the Competitive Division to
play about 66% of its games within their division. The
Recreational Division will play 75% of its games within their
division. The schedule would be as follows:

COMPETITIVE DIVISION

Play each other 7 games each = 21 lie e

Play other 6 teams 2 games each s 1= = EE '

TOTAL GAMES 33 | A4S SUBsSTED

RECREATIONAL DIVISION etrician @)

“lay each other 5 games each = 25 G 2Tormd B f

Play other 4 Teans 2 games each = _B o

TOTAL GAMES 33 £C L G
- P _/_ / '
)'-. A T

A

e

i e




-7

A1l games count in the standings and separate standings for each
division will be recorded. While it’s not a major concern of the
committee, the Competitive Division might want to adopt some rule
changes.

TE R S5t
The committee wishes to stay active to explore ways to strengthen
teams. We will be conferring with the Managers hoping to come up
with some answers. Forty six players indicated that they would be
willing to be reassigned. Lower teams in each division will need
strengthening. It is the committees hope that we can help
facilitate VOLUNTARY movement of players. If any of those 46
players are interested, please call any of the committee members
listed below. Thanks for your participation and remarks.

1 1
John Cammerata 746-8408 Bill Parkinson 946-39685
Max Gritzmaker 431-0112 Bob Slyder 944-0998
Bob McDonald 792-6358 Tony Tyler 729-4374

Bob Morris 439-6414
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the Trawlers 5-4, the Sundowners
11-1, Chino 10-4 and Jack's 5-0 to

reach the finals.

spodg

)

" Rowland
ou can’t go 6-0 withont a lot

¥

\_».'
IHego to Chino.

t was s team effort,
The tourney drew teams from San

in the championship game, F&J
turned back Grohe Faucets 4-3 {o

)
i

finish the tournament with a 6-0 re-

cord,
of guys giving il their all.

said




Senior Soﬁball

The senior softball playoffe ended
with upsets in both divisions,

In the upper (competitive! division,
Vista Sportabout turned the tsbles on
:risbad Grand Deli. 11-2and 12-6, to
¢ best-of-three series. It was the
ond time in a8 many seasons Vista
hastaken the crown away from Grand
Dizli, who won the regular sesson tithe.

ia the lower division, That Pixza

81% - Saturday-Sunday, December 18-20, 1892

Plaee of Carlsbad stung Cam’s Crew,
14-10. to claim its first title. Solid hit-
ting led the way a: Tom Zack went
five-for-five with a home run. Ray
Hamel had four hits and Irwin Gal-
ter had three. including a homer.

Plavolf teams from both divisons
will compete in an All-Btar game at
10:30 a.m. today at Calavera Com-
munity Park. 2097 Glasgow.

The Vista Press

Senior softball champs — again

e

Abciul of Vista has repeated as North County
owpitch champions. First row, from left: Dick
ran« Hacklinger, Max Gritzmaker Lou Guevara
Canlll Frank Wilheir "Sacond qow. Tom Bice, Bill
rngon. Otis Rowlanc, Vinnie Petreicevich. John
Jagx Underwood, Larry Masor: Sport About won
i o games of a best-of-thres series with Carlsbad

5-iagt month 1o win the summer-iall champi-

m (7-for-8i, Grizmaker 8-'or 8 with two

doubies) and Tasker (4-foe-B with two homers ar

t 42 iple;
were lgading hitters in the series oo geé
both games, shutting down Carishad z long
hemer over the centerfield fence by Pay iis
the former Vista Bombers pitcher M big

mﬁt
;

" |
(R 7]

from San Marcos. Ogean




i TIMES
ADVOC;

REPORT

Tony Altieri, Lou Guevera, Jack Underwood and Frank Wilhelm offer encouragement to their teammates.

3 ot
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Never
too old
to be the
boys of
summer

RANCHO BERNARDO —
The San Diego Senior Sports
Festival's Senior Olympics
kicked off Sunday with a soft-
ball tournamentand carpival at
Rancho Bernardo Commumnity
Park.

Besidesthesoftball games,
theevent featured celebrities,
music, puppet shows, clowns,
an antigoe car paradeand an
ice cream social.

It was the first time that
North and Seuth County senior
softhall teams were pitted
againsteach other. The games
ranirom&:20 a.m.te 2 p.m.
Sunday, and wereset to contin-
veat 8 a.m. thismorning. Tues-
day's games will be determined
by who wins Sunday and Mon-
day.

Unlikeregular baseball
rules, the seniors play amodi-
fied game that prohibitepickle
plays, leading off and argu-
ments with umpires. All games
are seveninnings or 75 rmin-
utes, whichever comes Grsi.

Duhbed the “Buzzi idack
=row, iEe iy was made possl-
bie by E.J. “Buzzie” Bavasi. the
tourndment’s director, and
State Softbali Commissioner
Jack Leonard. Bavasiis former
entand general manager
an DisgoPadres, the
orniz Angelsand Los An-
Dodgers. Leonard isa for-
merexecutive with Time, Life

s Hlustrated ma

Frank Wiihelm gets
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» SOFTBALL

Continued from C1

of a full rraining room.

-There are some bumps and
bruises from the games, the play-
ers-say, yet major injuries are
avoided.

. Besides, these guys are a hardy
bunch. At a recent game, the
pitcher for one team had open-
heart surgery less than one year
ago. and the third baseman on
other side was playing one day
before a scheduled hernia opera-
tion.

The North County league
schedules games on Tuesdays and
Thursday most of the year. Toss in
tournaments for some players
and just extra pick-up games for
others, and the number of games
can rise quickly.

-Petricevich figured that he
had played in more than 350
games in under five months this
year. It's a number that gives him
delight since he couldn’t play
near that many in the cold of
Detroit, his former hometown.

To drive this point home, Pet-
ricevich quizzed another one-
tme Michigan resident, Bob
Kaump.

“How many games would we
have played by this time back
there?” Petricevich asked.

“Oh.” Kaump replied, “proba-
bly about two”

The league is a bit of a melting
pot bringing together long-time
residents and those who moved
ty the North County for the
weather following retirement.

That’s resulted in a social side
as important as softball irself to
the league.

“It’s a good way for people
fram all over the country to meet
others and make new [riends,”
Morris said. “That’s what it is all
about”

The mzjority of the league
members plaved vouth soitball,
and many continued in service
ball, recreational leagues or other
comperitve outlets.

But come middle age, they
vielded to vounger adulis in bet-
ter shape. And that led to a break
since there haven't been leagues
expressly for plavers in their 40s
and 50s.

So the senior league. which

DON BOOMER ;/ MorTs CounTy Tiues

Pitcher Vinny Petricevich of Sport
About tosses one to the plate.

starts with players 55 and over,
has also represented a sports
rebirth for them.

Local teams tend to mix age,
and organize, according to abil-
ity. There were three competitive
teams and eight recreational
squads early this year, but start-
ing with a new schedule Thurs-
day, there will be six teams on
the competitive level.

The rules for senior sofrball
include a few revisions from the
usuzl game. Players can overrun
second and third base without
being out. Also, there’s an alter-
native spot behind the plate for
runners to score, and there are
force plays only at home. This is
all done to avoid collisions.

On another front, to keep
games from getting out of hand,
the team that's ahead is limited
te 2 maximum of five runs per
Inming.
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San Diego Senior Olympics Champs

Back: Larry Mason, Don Gaffey, Monty Morales, Everritt, Papa Bear, Dick Tasker, Stan
Katz. -—- Front: Pat Rodriguez John Torres, Paul Hodgkins, Jim Canty, ~------1996
Nice Uniforms.

Another Picture

199%

odriguez. Gary Botten

L. . : s
fn Martinez, Georee Mantor, Frank Fraccalvieri V
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hey show up just about every Tuesday
§ ‘2nd Tharsday moming at Vista's Bren-
- gle Terrace Park. They park their Cadil-
Tiacsand Buicks, open the trunk and pull out
 their Easton and Louisville Slugger bat bags.
They proudly sling them over their shoul-
~ders, walk to a nearby dugout and getready
to play softball.
~ Knee wraps, elbow wraps and shin guards
for some pitchers are as much a part of their
amiforms as cleats. Those who still have hair
show more gray than a National City ship-

vard.

“] den't think there's a player in this
league that doesr't have an ache oracut or
-an operztion someplace,” seid Bob Kaumip.
62, amember of e Sentor Scftball Hall of
Fame.

~To be eligible for the San Diego North
County Senior Softball League, you must
have tirned 50by this vear. Estimated aver-
age age of the players after a glance: early
60s. Frank Heclkdinger, 78, still plays a spry
first base. Of Hecklinger, another plaver
said, “He's our hero. We want to be like
Frank when we grow up.”

The slow-pitch league is comprised of 12
teams. eight recreational, four competitive.
There are ne wmpires. The players make
their own calls, which occasionally leads to
rhubarbs hut saves money for pizza and
The competitive players take the game se-
riously. Many of them use the North County
Ieague to hone their skills for national tour-
nament play. By his count, league comriis-
sioner Max Gritzmaker plaved 190 games
last vear. A retired veterinarian, Gritzmaker
Hlew oul 70 candles on his last birthday.

Most of the seniors play the game for the
same reason, The camaraderie is nice, what
with the needling about age and waistlines,
and the sericus conversations about prostate
cancer. The exercise is mood, soaking that
jersev on & humid September moming.

But mest of thean play for the pure love of
e, They played baseball as kids
e wore fortunate enovgh 1o be signed by
a mnzjor league team and spem some inie
bouncing arpund i the munors, A few made

The Show

Bt for anvone who has ever plaved base-
ball or saftball, the romance is the same I
thers any beiter fee! then siipping a nuif on
vour bare hand and hearing the pop when
ball mests ieathers s there any etter sound
than cracking i® Is thiere aoy betler
sense of accoin] et than making @
grreat dofensive play sud Jegaliy rob bing
spmecne?

e

50-and-older softballers keep playing fo

i
|
|

For Carl Hutzler, the garme fills a void.
Hutzler is 66. He was a high schocl coachin
Corvallis, Ore. Chargers head coach Mike
Riley plaved for Hutzler. So did Phoenix
Suns coach Damny Ainge. So did ESPN ana-
Iyst Harold Reynolds.

Hutzler has been divorced for 20 vears.
Ke asks a stranger if marriage is really better
the second time around.

“This is 2 periect deal for a guy like me,”
seid Hutzler.

When he plays, Hutzler wears dark gog-
gles that make him look like softball's Hor
ace Grant. At 5-foot-10, 180 pounds, he's in
excellent shape, particularly his Jegs. When
the competitive teams met for pizza and beer
Jast Thursday. Hutzler passed on the bever
ag= of choice. He was sipping water. When
he eats meat, it's lean. He cuts back on his
carbohydrates.

Hutzler moves with an athlete’s grace. He
played for 10 vears m the Boston Red Sox or-
ganization, He's another member of the Se-
nior Softball Hall of Fame. He can model
nine national championship rings.

“Bagically,” said Hutzler, “P'm in love with
haseball and softball. I just can't help mysell.
I'n hooked. It's ike a diug. ] can't keep from
playing.”

Befitting a man with soft hands who does
not o much move in the infield as glide, Hat-
zer derives the most pleasure from making
anice defensive play,

“1 feel I should cateh everything that's hit”
said Hutzler, who plavs second base and
shertstop, “H 1 don't, 'm wsually kicking my-
9(:1{_".

Hecklinger, the Tyear-old first bas¢man,
was raised on Long Island and had a Yankee
Sgadium tryout at 16. He went into the Navy
and played military ball with Johinny Vander
Meer, Pee Wer Reese, Bill Dickey and
Schontboy Rowe. Hugh Casey won 75
games in the majors, Hecklinger smacked
two homers off Casey one day during their
mili stints,
nger never reached the majors, AR
i1f in Hawail, where he was

r love of the game

professionally.
He last surfed a year ago. As for softball,
he said. “] want to play at least until Toy 80.7

Gritzmalker, the 70-vear-old comniission-
er,anﬁjcjreﬂammrmmﬁamme of
years ago. He refused 1o have surgery, elect-
ing to rehabilitate the shoulder through ex-

ercise.

“Ar my age, | don'twant to take six
months off,” he said. “1 don’thave that many
vears left.”

Gritzmaker has seen two players suffer fa-
t:} heart attacks playing senior softball.

Said Temecula’s Bob Ross, 70, who
pitched 47%: innings in the majors with: the
Senators and Phillies: “T'm sure both guys
would tell vou, if you could ask them, thers's
no better way to go.”

Leg injuries are common in the league,
which uses alot of pinch runners. To avoid
slhiding, plavers are allowed to run past sec
ond and third. When runners attempt to
score, home is about 12 feet to the side of the
actual plate to avoid collisions.

The mood is pormally Iight during senior
games, but even seniors practice their irrev-
erent banter. When a plaver took two
straight strikes, the opposing first baseman
barked, “Nice-looking bat!”

Men being men, there has even been a
fight or two on the senior diamond. Ross re-
members there was a real meticulous guvin
Tis 70s who liked to run his mouth. An oppo-
nent didn't care for the digs one day and
called the older man oul.

“They came gether like two billy goats.”
said Ross. *The next thing you know they
were on the ground.”

There was another time when a player
pushing 80 was pitching against some
vounger seniors. The opposing team razzed
him, continually velling out, “Hey, old man?”

The pitcher didn't roll with the punches.
Paid umpires were working that game, and
the pitcher pleaded with the ump. saying,
“Hey, blue, make them stop calling me an
old man.”

The umpire iooked arpund and replied,
“That's 2ll I see around here "

There are thrae senior softhall ieagues in San Diego
County. For the North County, phore (760) 431012 I
the South Bay, phone (619 479-1223. In S2n Diega, phone
{819 482-3628

Don Norcross can be reached at (6193 293-1803 or
don.noreross 2uniontrib.cem




MAX GRITZMAKER
L  COMMISIONER 4

[ am totally and completely frazzled . When I look in the mirror [ hardly recognize myself. I think its
mostlv old age. ) .

Standings through Sept 21st 1 Deja Vu 14 - 7, Coastliners 11- 8, Bicknell Travel 10-11.Vista 8A 5- 14

Vista and the Coastliners have 3 make up games. Deja Va and Bickne!l Tvi have | make up game. Cur
final scheduled game is on Tues. at Bradley. Make up games can be scheduled if the managers want to do
50, let me know and we will make it happen.

At this time the league has more people with more talent and skills than ¢ver before. We have evolved
into 2 very competitive league. Winning is imponant even though there are no prizes. [ must admit that [
love to win, However. survival and the continuation of this league has been my number one priority.
know this fzeling is shared by many of vou and we will do well. | have been plaving in this league for 12
plus vears and the problems we have now are the same as we had 12 vears ago. These probiems will
continue because it is not a perfect world.. I think we have done well with scheduling, rosters, and
assigning new players in an attermpt to achieve parity.

We have a new panity commutteg: Mike Baker. Carl Hutzler. Bruce Roelolf. and Bill Rath [ am asking
that they meet with the 4 managers and work on the rosters for next scason, I am anticipating that the
season will run from Oct 12th through Dec. 23rd

Another concemn is zttendance. The follownie are reasons for absenteeism: 1. Imunies 2. Work - some of
the relief tcachers muay miss more games now. 3. Family obligations 4 Indifference 3 Tournaments:
these are vear arcund happemngs ie. Phoenix in Oct, Las Vegas in Oct.. Menelee in Jan., Sun city Az
\esa gic. in Mar. it goes on and on. By my last head count 23 of plavers play tournaments. What can we
de” 1. Centnue asis by filling in for cach other and making games happen. 2. gotoa ? team feéague. 3
Have no schedule. Show up and choose vp sides and have pracuce games. Some plavers have indicated 1o
e that this i€ only 10 keep them tuned up for tournaments. This accounts for the mndiffercnce and lack of
commuitimient ina team or the league

Next vear the leagne will need 2 new Commusioner and at least 2 new mangers. Please step up and
volunieer, REMEMBER ;  BE KIND TO EACH OTHER, AT THIS AGE WE DESERVE EACH
OTHERS RESPECT JUST FOR SHOWING UP°
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Senior Softball League
up to bat in No. County

Tt 'y I e PP
Wesra Coumery TiveEs

Chuck Enger of Vista has
been pamed new commission-
er for.the North County Com-
peritive  Semior . Soiftball
League, succeeding Max Grits-
maker.

Enger recently met with
team roanagers, including Brad
Merrill (Vista Sport About),
Hank Mason (Bicknell Travel),
Bob Morse {Coasiliners) and
Joim Maples (Deija Vu), ta
choose new teams. League p
began Jan. 18 and will continue
a 20-game schedule through
March 23. from 311:45am.

Games are altérnated weeldy Any plavers ages 50-80 inter-
between Bradley Park in San  ested in playing competitive
Marcos-and Brengle Terrace slo“-p‘rc.'n softball can contact
Park in Vista. Games are plaved  Enger at (750) 541-1937 or Bob...
on Tuesdays and Thuorsdavs Morseat (760) 741-1736.

Rooo NCSS Summer Season Champs
Back: JohnMiichell Bill Jennings, Doc, Roger Keller, John Maples.

Front: Beb Beard, Joe Raffa jim Bradley, Dick Ellison, Carl Hutzler.
Tommny :






Frank Hecklingers 80th
Birthday Party

Frank,an ex New York Yankee farm hand,celebrated his 80th
birthday on April 28th. 2001. We all helped him and even had it
covered by KUSI and he received a tape of the affair. He even
celebrated by plaving and getting a couple of hits. It is pretty much
unanimous that he has the softest hands for plaving ball of anyone
in the league - ~ ;

iy

picture is of plavers over 70

Bottom
| -R Max Gritzmaker. Joe Dwver. Frank Hec

[, Pao. 2 . I 141 a7 1 T
Jim Braadley, Herb Althouse and J. 1. Torres
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First Edition
This is the first of a continuing series of periodic newsletters, which has as its goal, providing info to the
league members on a timely basis. All comments and suggestions are appreciated.

Did You Know?

NCSS is filing the appropriate paperwork to classify the league as Non-Profit. This will benefit us as we
move forward. Also. we have a web site. This site highlights our mission statement as well as rosters,
schedules and various email addresses. Currently it is not accessible through a scarch engine. Access via
vour home page. On the address line type in ness-cd.com then click Go. Onge you are connected add it
to vour “Favorites™ category.

Brengle Terrace/Mission - Bradiey Parks

Without an advanced notice Brengle Terrace maintenance people began to work on the fields. These
fields might not be available for at least six weeks. Dueto this condition we will play all Brengle Terrace
games on the schedule at the Mission fields until further notice. The play at Bradiey will continue as
scheduled. Refer to vour schedule or see the web site.

Player Safety

The new league officers and managers held a player safety meeting. It was determined that the league
votes last fafl banning the Miken bat would be upheld for the foreseeable future. In addition a new
pitching parameter as well as a One-Up home run tule has been implemented.

Kaomp Selects Dates

Bob Kaump is the tournament director for the league’s second annual invitational softbail bash. The dates
are February 27 and 28. The league proposes o play the Thursday league game Wednesday. February 26.
The tournament will be held at the Bradley field complex. This is a great way to obtain additional funds
for the league.

Gamp Pendieton

John Maples is the tournament director of this major event sponsored by NCSS, It is hoped we w ill attract
at least 25 teams. We will, also, open the snack shack and hold a raffle. The dates are May 15 - IR We

will need volunteers, so begin to think about your participation. The suceess of the tournament is
dependent on every member of the league.

The Fature

League officers and managers will select new team members on January 30. Games will be scheduled tor
the first part of February. This is an excellent opportunity to check the web site for the new rosters and
schedule. which will be made availabie on or about February 4. There is a major tournament in Palm
Springs the week of February 9 that may effect the scheduling of league games.

california's Budget Deficit Causes Concern

The California budgct crisis hits hard at all aspects in the State. NCSS feels the pinch. As a result we
will ask that all plavers donate $10.00 each for the ypcoming league schedule. Moving to the Mission

Golds has caused an additionat financial burden since we pay for playing on San Marees fields. On the
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2007 Teams

Back Row: Gary Bottenfield, Vince Petricevich, Wally Winkler, Gus Kriticos
Middle Row: Max Gritzmaker, Ron Elson, John Mitchell, Brad Merrill
Front Row: Sammy Olivas, Bob DiMaria, Joe Dwyer, Dave Buck

TEAM # 2

Back Row: Hank Mason, Mike Finney, Herb Althouse, Herschel Robinson
Middle Row: Bill Chapman, John Costley, Mike Baker, J.T. Torres
Front Row: John Maples, Jeff Jacobs, Al Saldana, Al McGhee




Back Row: Bill Jennings, Roge Ker, Chuck Coleman, Bruce Roelofs, John Cessena
Middle Row: Jim Bellarive, Russ Arnold, Bob Storm, Paul Hodgkins, John Rauch
Front Row: Dan Haveron. Joe Raffa, Don Chandler, Rick Allen

TEAM # 4

Back Row: Richard Jacobs, Jim Riggins. Bill Gaynor, Mike Roberts, Jack Givens
Middle Row: Steve Rosenbaum, Jim Nunnery, John Martinez, Vince Cramer, Bob Clary
Front Row: John ©’'Dell, Rich Fern, Dick Ellison, Jim Wahirab, Charlie Scott



REFLECTIONS

By Max Gritzmaker

As we look back we can see the many changes that have taken
place since the League’s beginning. We lowered the playing age to
fifty years of age. This resulted in stepping up the caliber of play.
New rules were made regarding high tech equipment. High tech
equipment caused safety concerns. Holding the Pendleton
Tournament has resulted in the league becoming financially sound.
Previously dues were collected and kept going up to meet the
demands of field rental and insurance. Before becoming
financially sound, the teams needed to seek out sponsors to defray
all or some of the expenses. Money from the tournament now
covers the expenses. This method has caused us to los¢ some team
identities such as Sport About or DeJaVu. We are now identified
as the North County Senior Softball League,Competitive Division
with teams being only numbers. Our uniforms are all the same
whereas previously, with individual team sponsors, we had some
good looking team uniforms. Having the tournament money
makes playing softball in our league a real bargain. In fact it is
free.



See you later, Dude

I’m going to Motown to see the brothers
I°d rather stay here if | had my druthers

Judy loves you all but what does she know
She thinks I’m beautiful, it just goes to show

You can’t always do what you want in life
But in my case I can cause I don’t have a wife

Come December and I’ll return
That’s if the bridges mend that I did burn

But if they don’t that’s too dam bad
I had fun and you’ve been had

Some of you take the game way too serious
You get bent out of shape and that’s delirious

Why don’t you chile out and enjoy the game
Don’t look for a reason or someone to blame

Be like Ellison and have a ball
Don’t blame one guy, blame them all

Or you can be like O’dell, Kaump or Dave Buck
Win or lose they have fun and charge it to luck

So until we meet again | want you to know
What vou reap in life you will sow

/ Vinnie — March 2007



"his |ast page is dedicated to those players who vear in and year out have
given unselfishlv of their time to do whatever it takes to make this league a
suyccess. No one demonstraies this more than John 711 7 Torres. John and s
buddy Jim Bradlev (deceased) prepared fields, worked tirelessly at Pendleton
Tournaments sometimes late into the mght. There are others who show the
same dedication and we thank them. “JT has been plaving in our league
since 1985, He like Jim Bradley retired from the [J.SML I must say thev were
well trained and dedicated to duty.

While we are passing out accolades. Weé would be amuss il we did not
recognize people like Otis Rowland, Roger Keller. John Maples. joe Raffa.

Frank Withelm. Bill Gavnor, 3ob Kaump and many others -\a‘m make the
Pendleton Tournament such a success. Many w‘w&@fﬁnt nanv hours

and that is also greatly appreciated. | know that mady People who deserve 10
¢ mentioned have been teft out, for that | ;zm}ks;u{a b



