
THE PASTOR’S SERMON 

Please note that the following are the pastor’s notes for his sermon and may 
therefore have some grammatical or spelling errors, etc. 

 

“Be Thankful for Christ, Our King” 

Sunday, November 21 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

 

I have discovered that my wife and my mother have 

something in common. They don’t like watching 

movies with sad endings. In my mother’s case, her 

reasoning behind this is quite simple: she feels that she 

has enough bad things to deal with in real life, so why 

spend her relaxing time watching more dramas and sad 

ending movies? 

I am sure that many of you probably have the same 

opinion. Why see the news or movies with sad endings 

if there is so much suffering in the real world? 

Well, I promise, this sermon will not have a sad ending, 

even when you are probably thinking. “Well, Pastor 

Miguel, you are preaching about the book of 

Revelation. Just the title seems to be scary.” 

Today is Christ the King Sunday. It marks the end of the 

church year, so it is the church’s version of New Year’s 

Eve. It is the day when we remember that Christ is our 

King.  



“Christ the King Sunday” is not an ancient festival in 

the Christian calendar. In fact, Pope Pius XI only 

established it in 1925. It was established at a time 

when Europe was in chaos. Inflation was rampant, and 

colonialism was at its worst. The seeds of evil that 

would eventually grow into the Holocaust and World 

War II were being planted. Pope Pius XI established the 

Festival of Christ the King to declare that Jesus Christ is 

King amid all the bad circumstances, challenges, 

hopelessness that the people lived during that period 

of our world history. If that is the case, it seems to be 

an excellent way to remind us that Christ reigns over all 

the world. 

During this week, we celebrate that Jesus is going to 

return to this earth in power and glory. He is going to 

right all the wrongs and put an end to sin and evil. This 

is the week where we look forward to what is to come. 

And allow ourselves to hold fast to the promise to find 

strength through the difficult times in our lives because 

we know there is a happy ending. We know that Jesus 

is triumphant; we know that we have picked the 

winning side. And hopefully, this gives us strength and 

courage during the hard times in our lives. 

As we know, the book of Revelation seems to be 

confusing. And many people, probably like my mom 

and wife with the movies, will try to avoid it and not 



read it because it seems that it doesn’t have a happy 

ending. It can be so puzzling that it comes with a 

warning label. So, people just reading the warning label 

try not to familiarize themselves with the book.  

Well, the book of Revelation is sort of like this. Many 

preachers and churches have avoided this book 

because it seems difficult to understand, and most of 

its language seems negative. But, on the contrary, this 

book is a text that has something important to say to 

each of us today. 

The book of Revelation is written to a community 

under intense persecution by the Roman Empire. They 

were people who died due to their profession of faith 

in Christ, who had to meet in seclusion, gather in fear, 

and live out their commitment as disciples of Christ 

under threat of death. The book of Revelation is filled 

with veiled language acknowledging the terror of the 

empire, naming Caesar, the Roman military, and the 

government establishment with colorful, dream-like, 

terrifying language. In contrast to this vivid imagery, a 

simple theme runs throughout the book to the 

Christian church: Don't give up. Hope is coming. Victory 

will be yours in the end. Have patience. Endure 

suffering. Persevere.  

Do you see it? The book of Revelation isn’t as much 

about a sad or scary ending. It is a book about HOPE.  



And even when this hope seems to be blurry. Because 

it seems to have a paradoxical dichotomy, it is still a 

book of hope. Why do I say that the book has a 

paradoxical dichotomy? 

On the one hand, today is about anticipating the 

eventual return someday of Jesus Christ. Theologically 

speaking is known as Parousia, a Greek term that 

means “arrival” or “coming.” In other words, it is the 

eschatological second coming of Jesus Christ. But it is 

also about acknowledging the Christ who is already 

here and whose rule and reign governs our very lives in 

the present moment. We live in the tension between 

the Christ who is to come again and the Christ who is 

already here.  So, how do we respond to this 

dichotomy? Jesus is here among us, day by day. But at 

the same time, we are waiting for His second coming 

and return.  

It is our job, therefore, to live in both expectation and 

responsibility. First, to live in the hope of the 

establishment of God's kingdom through Christ. And 

then to live in the present reality of seeking and doing 

the work of Christ in our day and time. We live with 

eyes fixed on the future and hands active in the 

present.  

Next Sunday will be the first Sunday of Advent. We 

remember those who awaited the coming of the 



Messiah with expectation. We celebrate the coming of 

baby Jesus, whose hope brings people together to 

believe. And during those four Sundays of Advent, we 

prepare ourselves. We decorate our church building. 

We participate in humanitarian causes. We write cards 

and send best wishes. Why? Because we are preparing 

ourselves for the coming of baby Jesus. Well, 

apparently, this is what we do. Because unfortunately, 

our society has forgotten the real meaning of this 

season of Advent. Many just wait for family gatherings 

Christmas around the table full of food. Others just 

remain for the gifts offered and given. But baby Jesus is 

never present there. 

If our society and some Christians are confused with 

the real reason for this waiting season called Advent. 

How can we expect to celebrate the second coming? 

Which is also a season of waiting, if the only thing that 

we hear about are ideas of doom, sadness, and terror.  

Unfortunately, most of the time, we have the prejudice 

of things and people that we don’t know. They seem 

unfamiliar to us, so we doubt them and label them 

without actual knowledge of them. But it is when we 

can interact, see the person, and be familiar with their 

circumstances that realize the value they can have to 

our lives. Precisely the same happens with this book 

called Revelation. If we don’t learn that this is not a 



book with a sad ending but a book of hope, we will 

never be prepared for the second coming of the Lord.   

We must realize that the story is not over. We don’t 

just remember that Christ came, as a baby, more than 

2000 years ago. Born of a virgin, teaching and 

preaching around Galilee, suffering and dying for our 

sins, being raised from the dead to reign with God the 

Father. The Bible tells a great story of God interacting 

with His people repeatedly and continuing to work in 

their lives to bring them closer to Him. But the story 

presented in the Bible is not over. We haven’t yet seen 

the ending. Today we celebrate that the ending is yet 

to come, and a glorious ending will it be. Jesus is 

coming again. It could be today; it could be another 

1,000 years from now. We don’t know the day or the 

hour, but we do know that He will return, and it will be 

glorious. Christ will come in glory and majesty. 

Do you see the HOPE that this coming offers us? We 

have a happy ending to look forward to, so we can face 

whatever difficulties we worry about. We have 

concerns, pains, and trials, and they are so genuine to 

us today. Those seem overwhelming us. But there is 

nothing compared to the joy and contentment we will 

experience when Jesus returns.  

We worship a king who will be a just and mighty ruler. 

We worship a king who will protect us from all evil and 



keep us from all pain. We worship a king who will 

welcome us to the great banquet feast. Heaven is a 

beautiful thing to look forward to; it is a glorious future 

for us. It isn’t some myth that we’re being sold. It isn’t 

a placebo to help us get through our complex lives. It is 

a true hope of what is to come. If this were not true, 

what would be the reason for meeting this morning to 

celebrate Jesus in our Sunday service? 

So let us live our lives looking forward. Let us catch a 

glimpse of Christ, our King, who will take us to a better 

place: a place of glory, a place of peace. Let us worship 

God today, knowing that we will join with all people to 

worship Him on that last day. And let us catch a 

glimpse of that great promise, that Christ is coming 

again and we have something unique and wonderful to 

look forward to. Amen. <><  

 


