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                         November 2025 

LEADERSHIP REMARKS 

     Looking out at my yard, I am daunted by the 

work to be done.  Just thinking about putting 

everything to bed for the winter makes me 

tired.  I am sure I am not the only one.  We are 

due a break from summer’s hard work and 

should be slowing down.  But no!  My yard is 

demanding one more burst of effort.  And, in 

the middle of it all stands rose South Africa, 

loudly defiant, holding her bloom for more than 

seven days now.  She appears to love the 

cooler weather, oblivious to the impending rain and darker days.                 

     Sorry!  Enough of my pining away and let me change gears to tell you of 

my most enjoyable Friday evening and Saturday on October 24 and 25.  I 

and many other FVRS members attended the PNW District-ARS Fall 

Conference the last weekend of October (see the in-depth articles on pages 4-6). 

South Africa 
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     Opening the Saturday session, PNW District Director Michael Humphrey 

gave his report on happenings around the district as well as updates on the 

American Rose Society. 

     Of concern were Michael’s remarks on the current, difficult financial 

status of the American Rose Society.  If you have had trouble contacting 

anyone at the ARS or have been unsuccessful obtaining needed 

information, it is largely due to the “bare bones” staffing and budget 

shortfalls at the ARS.  However, Michael explained there are plans in place 

to address the problem that include selling ARS property; namely, The 

American Rose Center in Shreveport, Louisiana.  The financial gain from 

the sale of this property will put greatly needed revenue back into the ARS. 

     Should the property sale successfully go through, those of us who are 

members of the American Rose Society will again start receiving the bi-

monthly ARS magazine American Rose.  I know FVRS members all love the 

ARS magazine, which provides a wealth of rose-growing knowledge as well 

as information about webinars and forums -- invaluable to rose experts and 

rose enthusiasts, alike.     

     In the meantime, what can you do?  If you have are not currently a 

member of the ARS, then join (an ARS membership form is on page 13).  If 

you are up for renewal, then re-up.  If you can make a donation, do it.  Your 

support of the ARS will make a difference and help the rose-centered 

institution turn the corner toward increased membership and a financially 

healthy 2026.  It takes a village! 

--Submitted by Kathy Fry, President 

 

 
Special Note:   Thank you to all the FVRS members who assisted with this year’s conference.  
Of special note is our own Kim Erion who was the Saturday afternoon’s featured speaker.  
Kudos also go to Carol Adams who assembled the beautiful product basket that was donated 
to the Silent Auction (a fundraiser for the PNW District held each year at the conference).  In 
addition, Carol assisted me with staffing the conference registration table both Friday and 
Saturday.  We volunteered to do so after learning the registration table was unexpectedly in 
need of staffing.  It was last minute but, in the long run, gave us the marvelous opportunity to 
meet and greet all the conference goers!   --Kathy Fry, President 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Thursday, November 6, 7 p.m.  General Membership Meeting 

   St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 426 E. Fourth Plain Blvd. 
   Speakers:  Julie Goggin and Sally Rossetto – 
                        “What’s That Rose in Your Garden?” 
       Normal Schell – “Emergency Preparedness”  
 

Tuesday, November 11, 9:00 a.m.  Workday 

      Start at Esther Short Park Rose Garden then 
   on to Covington House Rose Garden.  We will 
   prune down the roses (to about waist high), 
   weed and mulch to “close” both gardens for the 
   winter. 
     Bring pruners, rakes, and a wheelbarrow 
   (if convenient).  Knee pads and gloves can 
   also be very helpful. 
     Mulch will be provided by 
      THANK YOU, ROB!!! 
 
 

Thursday, December 4, 6:00 p.m.  Annual Holiday Dinner Meeting 

   The Old Spaghetti Factory, 730 SE 160th Avenue in Vancouver. 
   The annual meeting includes the installation of 2026 FVRS Board 
   Officers and Members-at-Large  (see page 7)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROB ZIMMERMAN 
of SOIL BUILDERS 

in RIDGEFIELD 
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2025 PNW District-ARS 

Conference 

 

   On Friday, October 24, as part of the 

PNW District-ARS Conference, an 

evening Arrangements Workshop was 

presented by Judy Fleck and Julie 

Goggin.  

   Discussed were the basics: line, 

form, space, texture and color.  Also, 

discussed were arrangement essentials such as balance, proportion, 

rhythm, dominance, and a new one for those of us who have been 

participating in the arrangement workshops at 

FVRS:  UNITY. 

   A container, floral foam, and materials were 

supplied to the 28 plus participants. With pretty 

much the same materials, everyone produced a 

different arrangement.  

   Also covered were entering an arrangement in a 

show, judging, and a home-made flower food 

recipe. 

--Submitted by 
     Kathy Fry 
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December Holiday Dinner 

General Membership Meeting 

Thursday, December 4, 6:00 p.m. 

Our Thursday, December 4, meeting and installation 

of 2026 Board officers and members-at-large will be held at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Old Spaghetti Factory, 730 SE 160th Ave in Vancouver. 

MENU CHOICES 

Baked Lasagna 

Mizithra Cheese & Brown Butter 

Italian Sausage 

Chicken Caesar Salad 

All dinner  entrées come with salad, bread, and dessert of spumoni ice 

cream.  The cost is $30 per person.  Please make your choice of entrée 

when you sign up and pay.  If you are on a gluten-free diet, please let us 

know.  Beverages (coffee, tea, milk, and soft drinks) are included with your 

meal.  Alcoholic beverages are not included (you can order at the bar or ask 

your wait person).  

Please sign up and pay at the November 6 General Membership meeting or 

send your check and entrée choice to our postal box: 

Fort Vancouver Rose Society 
6400 NE Highway 99, Suite G, #457 

Vancouver, WA  98665 

Your check and entrée choice must be received by December 1 as the order 

is sent in on December 2.  If you do not drive after dark and would like to 

attend, transportation can be arranged for you. 

--Submitted by Margaret Snitzler  
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2026 FVRS Annual Dues Reminder 
 

The September 15 annual dues reminder letter mailed to each FVRS member from 

FVRS President Kathy Fry made a big impact.  On behalf of Kathy and all the Board, I 
extend thanks to those of you who have since paid your $25 membership for 2026 … 

and so quickly! 
 
Our goal is to have every member make timely payment of next year’s dues, ideally 

before December 31, 2025, for all the reasons stated in Kathy’s letter (reprinted on 
page 9 in this November newsletter).  Paying your dues places your name on the FVRS 

membership roster which is required by the ARS at the time FVRS renews its liability 
insurance. 

 
The annual $25 membership dues can be paid with a check or cash at a 
FVRS meeting or event or a check can be sent to our postal box: 

 
Fort Vancouver Rose Society 

6400 NE Highway 99, Suite G, #457 
Vancouver, WA  98665 

 

Thank You! 
 

Carol Adams, First Vice President & Membership Chair 
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Fort Vancouver Rose Society  

6400 NE Highway 99, Suite G, #457  

Vancouver, WA 98665  

September 15, 2025  

  

Dear Society Members,  

Greetings, I hope this finds everyone well. I am writing to communicate the financial state of our 

Society. Our Treasurer, Maggie Mikalatos, reports that we are in good shape. The move to OnPoint 

Community Credit Union offers high interest rates on the monies we have there. And, with interest in 

our MoneyMarket account, our money is working for us.  

Looking forward to 2026, we do not see any need to increase dues. At a time when everything seems 

to be going up, that is good news.   

Why Should You Pay Your 2026 Dues Before This End Of The Year?  

Fort Vancouver Rose Society is a member of the American Rose Society.  ARS membership is paid 

annually and due for renewal in January of each year.  ARS offers member societies liability 

insurance. This  insurance must be purchased when the annual membership is renewed. The cost of 

insurance is based on the number of members in the society, and a roster of names has to be 

provided.  FVRS purchases this insurance each year.   

Current members of FVRS should pay their dues for the coming year by the end of December 2025. 

When they do this, they are included in the insurance coverage.    

For this reason, we are requesting our members pay their  $25 dues beginning at the October 

meeting or have them paid by end of the year.  Dues can be paid with a check or cash at a  meeting 

or event or send a check to our PO Box.  

Fort Vancouver Rose Society  

6400 NE Highway 99, Suite G, #457  

Vancouver, WA 98665  

  

Yours sincerely.   

Katherine Fry, President  
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Note:  Ryan Tilley is still in “moving-the-household” mode. So, I found this 

edition of Weather Whiskers by Ryan from last year.  It pretty much works for 

this year.   –Kathy Fry, Editor  
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Thank you to our 

supporters! 

 


