
By Sharon Klein, 
2024-25 Lakes & 
Prairies District 
President

Are you in the 
winter dol-

drums like I am?
We have made 

it to the end of
February, so better days are ahead. 

 Great days are ahead in Exchange. 
We have so many positive things hap-
pening in our district this year. I have 
a fantastic board, there is a very ded-
icated District Convention Commit-
tee and also a very enthused National 
Convention 2026 Committee that are 
all working behind the scenes to make 
the next few years in Lakes & Prairies 
an exciting time. 

We have the possibility of three 
to four new clubs in the next three 
years. We have a very inspired presi-
dent-elect waiting to take over in July, 
and we have a group of up-and-com-
ing leaders in our future. 

March is Exchange month. What 
is your club doing to celebrate Ex-
change. Are you having an event, a 
dinner, a speaker? Don’t be shy about 
sharing your events on our Facebook 
page. April is Prevention of Child 
Abuse Month. The district needs 
some new and/or innovative ideas on 
how to promote April. Please share. 
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Looking ahead to great days in 
Exchange

The membership incentive I have 
shared in recent Exchangite news-
letters will come to an end March 
31. Currently we have two or maybe 
three clubs in the running. Waverly 
has six new members, Waseca has 
four, and Waterloo has 3. Those fig-
ures are from Wednesday, Feb. 19. 

District awards information is con-
tained in this month’s Exchangite 
newsletter. Katie Smith, the district 
awards’ chairperson, has worked very 
hard to get this all together for your 
clubs. The deadline for all awards 
nominations is Tuesday, April 15. 

Our 2025 Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Convention will be May 16-18 
in Cedar Falls. The next Exchang-
ite newsletter will be coming out in 
mid-March to formally announce the 
call for the Convention. That newslet-
ter will also include the registration 
form, agenda, and more. I just want 
you to know that you talked, and we 
listened. Our training and break-out 
sessions will be much different this 
year and will be for you, the work-
er-bee, the ones that keep the club go-
ing in the background. I can’t wait to 
share all the information with you. 

Are you thinking of going to the 
2025 National Exchange Conven-
tion in Louisville this summer? If so, 
please let us know. We would like to 
be well represented to promote Oma-

The Lakes & Prairies District wishes to recognize 
the newest members who joined their respective 

Exchange club in the past month:
Omaha: Martina Niemeyer; Waterloo: Mickayla Burk; 

Waverly: Austin Souhrada, Sydney Bochmann.   
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ha in 2026. 
One last thing, I will be traveling 

to clubs in April. I will let you know 
more as time goes by. 

Enjoy Exchange, share Exchange, 
and let’s keep growing.  

(Do you have an event you’d like Sha-
ron to attend coming up? Email, text, 
or call her today so she can get it on 
her schedule.)

(District award information continued on Page 12)



Lakes & Prairies Exchangite - February 2025                             Page 12
(District award information continued from Page 11)

(District award information continued on Page 13)



Lakes & Prairies Exchangite - February 2025                             Page 13
(District award information continued from Page 12)


